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An Old Ballad of a Duke of Comwairs Daughter ; 
who, after her marriage to a King of Albion, was 
divorced for the sake of a favourite Mistress : apd 
her exemplary revenge on them both. 

The facts apoa which this Ballad is founded, may he seen in 
" The British History, translated into English from the 
iLatin of Jeffrey of Monmouth : hy Aaron Thompson, Oxon. 
1718, 8yo. p 42." Among the Plays falsely attributed to 
Shakespeare, is one upon the same subject. 

TT H B N Humber in his wrathful rage 

King Albanact in field had slain^ 
Whose bloody broils for to assuage^ 

King Locrin then applied liis pain ; 
And with a host of Britons stout. 
At length he found king Humber out : 
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OLD BALLADS. 

At vantage great he met bim then. 
And with his host beset him so. 

That he destroy'd his warlike men^ 
And Humber's power did overthrow ; 

And Humber, which for fear did flyy 

Iieapt into a river desperately 5 



And beipg drowned in the deep. 

He left a lady there alive. 
Which sadly did lament and weep. 

For fear they should her life deprivcr 
But by her face that was so fietir. 
The king was caught in Cupid^s snare : 



He took this lady to his love. 
Who secretly did keep it still 5 

So that the queen did quickly prove 
The king did bear her most good will r 

Which though by Wedlock late begun> 

He had by her a gallant son. 

.Queen Guendolin was griev*d in mind. 
To see the king was altered so : 

At length the cause she chancM to find. 
Which brought her to much bitter wo^^. 

For Estrild was his joy (God wot) 

By whom a daughter he begot. 
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The Duke of jCornwall being dead^ 
The father of that gallant queen ; 

The king with lust being overlaiii. 
His lawful wife he cast off clean : 

Who with her. dear and teiidex son. 

For succour did to Cornw^m run. 



Then Locrin crowned Esfafldbright^. . 

And made of her hk lawful wife i .: 
With her which was his heart's delight/ 

He sweetlj^ thought to l^d big life. 
Thus Guendolin^ as one fqrlom>< < i 
Did hold her wre^eh^ life dn-sconiib \ . 

I^ut when the Copais' " ' ' ow 

The great abuse si 
With her a uumb^yj 

Which sjie by praj ;. 

In battle tWn they ^ 
For to redress this grievous wrongi 

And near ia river called Store, 

The king with all his host she met ; 

Where both the armies fought full sore. 
But yet the queen the field did get : 

Yet ere they did the conquest gain. 

The king was with an arrow slam. 
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OLD BALIADS, 

Then Guendolin did take in hanA 
Until her son was come to age, . 

The government of all the land : 
But first her fury to assuage. 

She did command her.spldlefs wild^ 

To drown both Estrild and her child* 

Incontinent then did th^y 'bring 
Fair Estrild to the Oliver-side, 

And Sabrine, daugb^or to a king, 
WhomGueiidoIki icoiild not abide j 

Who being bound together fest, 

Into the river .there were cast : 



And ever since that running stream 
Wherein' the ladies dtowned were. 

Is called Severn through the ie^hn, 
Because thai Sabrine died there. 

Thus those that did to lewdness bend. 

Were broughf Xinto a wbful endr 
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II. 



The noble Acts erf King A^hyr,a©d th?: Knights of 
the Round Table ; with the valiant Atchievements 
of Sir Lancelot duL Lake. . ?' ., 

Arthur, the son of liter and Igren, the Dutchess of Cornwall, 
was crowned King of Britain about the yeAr 510, and in 
the fifteenth of his ^e« AJfter a reignjof i twenty-six years, 
Mordred, the son of Lotho, who pretended to his crown, 
marched out agaiqsbhip nrilii, his, army ;^^AI|d they; encoun- 
tered at a place, then^ trailed. Kamblan, in Cornwall, where 
our hero sle'fr him with his 6wn ha;nd ; and at the iame 
time received his death's wouncF from hinl. '• From the field 
of battle he was carried to Gbstenfoury ih Somersetshire, 
where he died the twenty-first of May, in the year 542, and 
and was buried in .that church-yard. Tl^ey tell us, that his 
body was found 600 y6ars after,- under tfie' reign of King 
Henry the Secoiill, 16 foot -mder git^Udd; and near him 
the body of Gvenqyer his ^Ueea. Tradition ^Us us, that 
King Arthur created S4 knights of the order, himself 
making the 125th; though our poet has thought fit to 
double the number. At Winchester thej show this round 
table, hanging in the great hall where the Saxon kings 
usually feasted. This ^«IJ is:9iqip»0^riid by marble pillars in 
the king's hoi|$e, on th^ west side of thatrcit^. The table 
itself is of one solid piece of wood, and round it are cut 
several names in the Saxon characters; though I betiere no 
one legible^ save that of Lancelot. 

VV H B N Arthur first in qourt b^pili-^ 
, . .j^iidmsappro^d king; 

By force of an&^ gre^t victorieis tf ^n, ^ ^ 
And conquest home did bring ; 
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Then into Britain straight he came. 

Where fifty good and able 
Knights then repaired unto him. 

Which wer6 of the round tabk. . 

And many justs aild taimiaments, 

Before them that ^ere dress'd ; 
Where valiant knights did them excel. 

And far surmount tbe rest : 

But on^^Sir-Liancelot du Lake, ' ' '. 

Who was approved well ; ^ ^ 

He irx hi$ -fighteand deeds of arms . 

All others did exccL 

When he had rested him awhile^ 

To play, to game, and sport j , . , 

He thought he would go try himself 

In some adventrous sort : ' , ' 

He armed j:ode in forest wide. 

And met a damsel four, ' 

Who told him of adventures great ; 

Whereto lie ^ave good ear. . 

Why should I not, quoth Lancelot tho. 

For i3^Bt cause I came hither ? 
Thou seem'st, quoth she, a khight i%ht good^ 

And I will Uing thee thither : 
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Whereas the mighty knight doth dwdly 

That now is of great fame : 
Therefore tell me what knight thou art. 

And then what is your name ? 

My name is JLancelot.du Lake. 

Quoth she^ it likes me then ; 
Here dwells a knight that never Wjas . 

E*er matched with 4iny man i 

Who has in prison threescore ktiights. 
And four that he has wound; 

Knights of King Arthur's court they b^ 
And of his table round. 

She brought him to a river aide^ 

And also to a tree^ 
Whereon a copper bason hung^ 

His fellow shields to see. 

He struck so hard^ the bason broke. 

When Tarquin heard the sounds 
He drove a horse before him straight 

Whereon a knight lay bound. 

Sir Knight, then said Sir Lancelot, tho. 
Bring me that horse»load hither. 

And lay him down, and let him rest ; 
We'll try our force togetfao:. 
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And as I understand thou haat^ 
^ So for as thou art able, 
IX)ne §^eat despite and shame unta 
' The knights of the round tabk. 

If thou be of the table round, 

(Quoth Tarquin speedily) 
Both thee and all thy fellowsh^ 

I utterly defy. 

That's overmuch, quothXancelot tho,' 

Defend thee by and by. 
They put their spurs unto their steeds. 

And each at other fly ; 

They coueh'd their spears, and horses ran 
As though there had been thunder ; 

And each struck them amidst the shield. 
Wherewith they broke in sunder : 

Their horses backs brake under them ; 

The knights were both astonM : 
To void their horses they made Iiaste, 

To light upon the ground. 

They took them to their shields fall fast. 
Their swords they drew out then \ 

With mighty strokes most eagerly 
Each one at other run. 
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They wounded were, and bled full Sore, 

For breath they both did stand ; 
And leaning on their swords awhile, 
, Quoth Tarquin, hold thy hand ; 

And tell to me what I shall a^. 

Say on^ quoth Lancelot tho. 
Thou art, quoth T^Hin, the best knight 

That ever I did know. 

And like a knight that I didiiate ; 

So that thou be not he,. 
I will deliver all the restt. 

And. eke accord with thee. / 

* 
That is well said, quoth Lancelot then ; 

But sith it must be so. 
What is the knight thou hatest thus, 

I pray thee to me show ? 

His name is Lancelot du Lake ; 

He slew my brother dear ; 
Him I suspect of all the rest 5 

I would I had him here. 

Thy wish thou haist, but yet unknown, 

I am Lancelot du Lake, 
Now knight of Arthur's table round. 

Kind Hand's son of Scuwake : 
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10 OLD BALLADS. 

And I desire thee do thy worst. 

Ho, ho, quoth Tarquin, tho 
^One of us two shall end our lives 

Before that we- do go. 

If thou be Lancelot du Lake, 
Then welcome shall thou be ; 

Whorefore see thou thyself defend. 
For now I defy thee. 

They buckled then together so. 

Like two wild boars rushing. 
And with their swords and shields they ran 

At one another flashing : 

The ground besprinkled was with blood, 

Tarquin began to faint ; 
For he gave back, and bore his shield 

So low he did repent. 

Then soon 'spied Sir Lancelot tho, 
. He leapt upon him then, 
He puU'd him down upon his knee. 
And rushing off his helm ; 

And when he struck his neck in two : 

And when he had done so. 
From prison, threescore knights and four 

Lancelot deliver'd tho. 
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ra. 



KING ALFRED AND THE SHEPHERD. 

With the Humours of Gillian, the Shepherd's Wife. 

In elder times there was^of yore. 

When gibes of churlish glee 
Were us'd among our country carls, 

Tho' no such thing now be. 
The which king Alfred liking well, 

Forsook his stately court. 
And in disguise unknown went forth. 

To see that jovial sport ; 

How Dick and Tom, in clouted shooh. 

And coats of russet gray, 
Esteem'd themselves more brave than them 
\ That went in golden ray. 
In garments fit for such a life 

The good king Alfred went. 
Ragged and torn as from his back 

The beggar his cloaths had rent. 
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12 OLD BALLADS. 

A sword and buckler good and strong. 

To give Jack Sauce a rap 5 
And on his head, instead of a crown. 

He wore a Monmouth cap. 
Thus coasting through Somersetshire," 

Near Newton-court he met 
A shepherd swain of kisty limb, 

That up and down did jet : / , 

He wore a bonnet of good gray, . 

Close button'd' to his chin ; '1 

And at his back a leather scrip. 

With much good meat merein. 
God speed, good shepherd, quoth the king j 

I come to be thy guest. 
To taste of thy good victuals here. 

And drink that's of the best : 



Thy scrip, I know, hath cheer good store : 

What then ? the shepherd said ; 
Thou seem'st to be some some sturdy, thief. 

And mak'st me sore afraid : 
Yet if thou wilt thy dinner win, 
. Thy sword and buckler take ; 
And, if thou can'st, into my scrip. 
' Therewith an entrance make. 
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I tell thee, roister, it hath stcffe 

Of beef, and bacon fat. 
With sheaves of barley*bread, to make 

Thy chaps to water at : 
Here stands my bottle, here my bag, 

K thou can'st win thaoei, roister : 
Against thy sword and bjuckler here^ 

My sheep-hook is my master, 

Benedicite, quoth our good king ; 

It never shall be said 
That Alfred of the shepherd^s hook 

Will stand a whit afraid. 
So soundly thus they both fell to't. 

And giving bang for bang $ 
At every blow the shepherd gave. 

King Alfred's sword cried twang* 

His buclder prov'd his chiefest fence ; 

For still th© shepherd's hook 
Was that the which king Alfred could 
' In no good manner brook. 
At la$t, when they had fought four houiB^ 

And it gUnv just mid-day. 
And wearied, both, with right good-will 

Desir'd each other's stay: 



/ 
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14 OLD BALLADS. 

A truce, I crave, quoth Alfred then ; 

Good shepherd hold thy hand ; 
A sturdier fellow than thyself 

Lives riot within the land : 
Nor a lustier roister than thou art. 

The churlish shepherd said : 
To tell thee plain, thy thievish look 

Now makes my heart afraid. 

Else sure thou art some prodigal. 

Which hast consum'd thy store. 
And now com'st wandering in this place^ 

To roh and steal for more. 
Deem not of me then, quoth our king. 

Good shepherd, in this sort ; 
A gentleman well known I am 

In good king Alfred's court. 

The dev^l thou art, the shepherd ssdd ; , 

Thou go'st in rags all torn ; 
Thou rather seems't, I think, to be 

Some beggar basely bom : . . 
But if thou wilt mend thy estate, . 

And here a shepherd be ; - j' 

At night, to Gillian, my sweet wife> . 

Thou shalt go home with me : 
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For she's as good a toothless dame^ 

As mumbleth on brown bread ; 
Where thou shalt lie in burden sheets. 

Upon a fresh straw bed* 
Of whig and whey we have good store, 
- And keep good pease-straw fire ; ^ 

And now and then good barley cakes. 

As better days require. 

But for my master, which is chief. 

And lord of Newton-court, 
He keeps, I say, his shepherd swains 

In fer more braver sort ; 
We there have curds and clouted cream. 

Of red cow's morning milk ; 
And now and then fine butter'd cakes. 

As soft as any silk. 

Of beef and reised bacon store. 

That is most fat and greasy. 
We have likewise to feed our chaps. 

And make them glib and easy. 
Thus if thou wilt my man become. 

This usage thou shalt have ; 
If not, adieu ; go hang thyself; 

And so farewell. Sir Knave. 
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King Alfred hearing of this glee 

The churlish shepherd said, . 
Was well content to be his man 5 

So they a bargain made : 
A penny round the sliepherd gave. 

In earnest of this match, , 

To keep his sheep in field and foldi 

As shepherds use to watch. 

His wages shall be full ten groats, 

For service of a year ^ 
Yet was k not his use, old lad. 

To hire a man so dear : 
For did the king himself, quoth he. 

Unto my cottage come. 
He should not,' for a twelve-month's pay. 

Receive ^ greater 5um. 

Hereat the bonny king grew blithe. 

To hear the clownish jest ; 
How silly sots, as custom is. 

Do descant at the best. 
But not to spoil the foolish sport. 

He was content, good king. 
To fit the shepherd's humour right 
" In every kind of thing. 
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OLD BALLADS. 17 

A sheep-hook then, with Patch his dog, 

And tar-hox by his side. 
He, with his master, cheek by joll> 

Unto old Gillian hied. 
Into whose sight no sooner come ; 

Whom have you here ? quoth she ; 
A fellow, I doubt, will cut our throats; 

So like a knave looks he. 

Not so, old dame, quoth Alfred straight. 

Of me you need not fear ; 
My master hir'd me for ten groats. 

To serve you one whole year : « 
So, good dame Gillian, grant me leave 

Within yoiu* house to stay ; 
For, by St. Anne, do what you can, 

I will not yet away. 

Her churlish usage pleasM him still, 

And put him to such proof. 
That he at night was almost choak'd 

Within that smoaky roof : 
But as he sat with smiling cheer. 

The event of all to see, 
His dame brought forth a piece of dough. 

Which in the fire throws she ; 

VOL. II. c 
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18 OLD BALLADS. 

Where lying on the hearth to bake. 

By chance the cake did burn : 
What can'st thou not, thou lout (quoth she). 

Take pains the same to turn ? 
Thou art more quick to take it out. 

And eat it up half dough. 
Than thus to stay till 't be enough. 

And so tliy manners show. 



But serve me such another trick, 

I'll thwack thee on the snout : 
Which made the patient king, good man 

Of her to stand in doubt. 
But, to be brief, to bed they went. 

The old man and his wife ; 
But never such a lodging had 

King Alfred in his life ; 

For he was laid in white sheep's wool^ 
New pull'd from tanned fells ; 

And o'er his head hang'd spiders wcbsj 
As if they had been bells. 

h this the country guise ? thought he } 

- Then here I will not stay, 

^ut hence be gone, as soon as break)^ 
The peeping of next day. 
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The cackling bens and geese kept roost. 

And perched at his side ; 
Where at the last, the watchful cock 

Made known the morning tide : 
Then up got Alfred, with his horn; 

And hlew so long a blast. 
That it made Gillian and her groom^ 

In bed, full sore aghast. 

Arise, quoth she, we are undone ; 

This night we lodged have. 
At unawares, within our house, 

A false dissembling knave : 
Rise, husband, rise>; he'll cut our throats ; 

He calleth for his mates : 
I'd give old Will, our good cade lamb,^ 

He would depart our gates. 



"*- 



iSut still kmg Alfred blew his hgrn 
Before them more and more ; 

Till that an hundred lords and knights 
All lighted at the door ; 

Who cried. All hail, all hail, good king ! 

' Long have we sought your grace. . 

And here you find (my merry men all) 
Your sovereign in this place. 
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We surely must be hangM up both. 

Old Gillian, I much fear. 
The shepherd said, for using thus 

Our good king Alfred here. 
O pardon, my liege, quoth Gillian then. 

For my husband, and for me : 
By these ten bones, 1 never thought 

The same that now I see. 



And by my hook, the shepherd said, 

(An oath both good and true) 
Before this time, O noble king, , 

I ne'er your highness knew : 
Then pardon me and my old wife. 

That we may after say. 
When first you came into our house 

It was a happy day. 

It shall be done, said Alfred, straight^ 

And Gillian, thy old dame. 
For this her churlish using toe 

Deserveth not much blame : 
For 'tis thy country guise, I see. 

To be thus bluntish still ; 
And where the plainest meaning is^ 

Remains the smallest ill. 
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And, master, lo, I tdl thee now, 

For thy late manhood shown, 
A thousand wethers I'll bestow 

Upon thee for thy own ; 
Ajid pasture-ground, as much as will 

Suffice to feed them all ; 
And this thy cottage I will change 

Into a stately h^l^ * 

And for the same, as duty binds. 

The shepherd said. Good king, 
A milk-white lamb, once ev'ry year, 

I'll to your highness bring : 
And Gillian, my wife, likewise. 

Of wool to make ypu coats. 
Will give you as much at new-year's tide. 

As shall be worth ten groats : 

And in your praise, my bag-pipes shall 

Sound sweetly onoe a year. 
How Alfred, our renowoied king. 

Most kindly hath been here. 
Thanks, shepherd, thanks, quoth he again : 

The next time I come hither, 
JMy lords with me, here in this house. 

Will all be merry together. 
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IV. 
A SONG OF KING EDGAR, 

Shewing how he was deceived of his love. 

The story upon ^hich this ballad is founded may be seen 
in any of the general histories of England. It haa been 
the subject of thi«e,dramatic pieces i two by AaroQ Hillt 
tnd one by Mason. 

When as king Edgar did govern this land, 

Adown, adown, down, down, down ; 

And in the strength of his years he did stand. 

Call him doivn a ; - 
Such praise was spread of a gallant dame. 
Which did through England carry great fiune 
And she a lady of high degree, 
The earl of Devonshire's daughter was she, 
Tlie king, who lately had buried the queen, 
And not a long time a widower been. 
Hearing this praise of a gallant maid. 
Upon her beauty his love he laid 5 
And in his mind he would often say, 
I will send for th^t lady gay 5 
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YesL, I will send for thii lady bright^ 
Which is my treasure and delight : 
Whose beauty, like to Phoebus' beams^ 
Doth glitter through all christian realms. 
Then to himself he woyld reply. 
Saying, How fond a prinpe am I^ 
To cast my love so base and low. 
Upon a girl I do not know ! 
King Edgar will hie fancy £raihe 
To have some {ieerless princely dame^ 
Xhe daughter of a royal king. 
That may a daij^ity dowry bring ; 
Whose matchless beauty brought in place. 
May JE^trild's cglour clean disgrace. 
But, senseless man, what do I mean. 
Upon a broken reed to lean? 
Or what fond fury did me move. 
Thus to abuse my dearest love ? 
Whose visage ^ac'd with heav'nly hue. 
Doth Helen's honour quite subdue, 
The glory of h«r beauteous pride. 
Sweet Estrild's favour doth deride : 
Then pardon my unseemly speech. 
Dear love and lady, I beseech : 
For I my thoughts will henceforth frame. 
To spread the honour of thy name. 
Then unto him he call'd a knight. 
Which was most trusty in his sight; 
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And unto him thus he did say^ 
To earl Orgator go thy way i 
Where ask for E^trild^ comely dame, 
, Whose beauty went so iar for fsane : 
And if you find her comely grace^ 
As fame did spread in every place^^ 
Then tell her father, she shall be 
My crowned queen, if she agree. 
The knight in message did proceedy 
And into Devon^hiie.with speed : 
But when he saw. tbe lady bright. 
He was soravi^'dat herisight. 
That nothing could his passion move. 
Except he might obtain her love : 
For, day and night while there he staid. 
He courted still this peerless maid. 
And in his suit he shewed such skill, 
Tliat at the length he gain'd her good-will ^ 
Forgetting quite the duty tho^ 
Which he unto the king did awe. 
Then coming home unto his grace. 
He told him with dissembling fice. 
That these rqporteis were to Uarne^ 
That so advanced die maiden's name ; 
For I assure your gnoe^ said he^ 
She is as other women be; 
Her beauty of such great icpost. 
No better than tlie coaunoii 90(t| 
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And fiur unmeet in every thing 

To mateh with such a noble king ; 

But tho' her iace be nothing fair, 

Yet sith she <is her father's heir, 

Perhaps some lord of high degree 

Would very fein her husband be ; 

Then if your grace would give consent^ 

I would myself be well content . 

The damsel for. my wife to take. 

For her great lands and livings sake. 

Tlie king (whom thus he did deceive) 

Incontinent did give him leave ; 

for on that'point he did not stand. 

For why, he bad pot need of land. 

Then being glajl, he went away. 

And wedded straight this lady gay ; 

The fairest cr^ture bearing life, • 

Had this false knight unto his wife ; 

And by that match of high degree. 

An Earl soon after that was he. 

E're he long time had married been. 

That many had her„ beauty seen ; 

Her praise was spread both far and near ; 

The king again thereof did hear 5 

Who then in heart ^d plainly prove, 

He was betrayed of his love : 

Though therefore he was vexed sore, ; 

Yet seem'd he not to grieve therefore ; 
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But kept his count'nance good and kind^ 

As tho' be bore no grudge in mind» 

But on a day it came to pass^ 

When as the king full merry was^ 

To Ethel wold in spcMTt he said, 

I muse what cheer there sjiould be mad^ 

If to thy ho^se I should resort 

A night or two for princely sport ? 

Hereat the Earl shew'd' count'nance glod^ 

Though in his heart he was full sad ; 

Sayings your grace shall Wdcome be^ 

If so your grace will honour me. 

Then as the day appointed wa^, 

Before the king did thither pus, 

Tb^ Earl before-hand did pre^mre 

The king his coming to declare ; 

And with a count'nance passing grim« 

He call'd his lady unto him^ 

Sayings with sad and heavy cheer^ 

I pray you^ when the king ccones her^ . 

Sweet lady, as you tender me. 

Let your attire but homely be ; 

And wash not thou thy angel's £ELce^ 

But 90 thy beauty clean disgrace ; 

Thereto thy gesture so i^ly. 

It may seem loat^isome to the eye : 

For if the king should there behold 

Thy glorio|Us beauty so fesUoll'd^ 
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Then shall my life soon shortened be/ 
For my deserts and treacheiy^ 
When to thy father first I camej) 
Tbo' I did not declare the same^ 
Yet was I put in trust to bring 
Tlie joyful tidings to the king; 
Who for thy gl(»ious beauty seen. 
Did think of thee to make his queen : 
But when I had thy person found; 
Thy beauty gave me such a wound. 
No rest-nor comfort could I take. 
Tin you, sweet love, my grief did slake ; 
And that tho' duty chiffged me 
Most futhfiil to my lord to be j 
Yet love, upon the other side. 
Bid for myself I should provide : 
Then for my suit and service shown, . 
At length I won you for my own ; 
And for my love in wedlock spent. 
Your choice you need no whit repent : 
Then since my grief I have es^ress'd. 
Sweet lady, grant me my request. 
Good words she gave with smiling cheer, 
Musing of tEat which she did hear ; 
And casting many things in mind. 
Great fault therewith she seem'd to find | 
But in herself she thotight it shame. 
To make that Ibul which God did frame. 
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Most costly robes full rich therefore^ 
In bravest sort that day she wore. 
Doing all that e'er she might 
To set her beauty forth to sight : 
And her best skill in every thing 
She shew'd^ to entertain the king.. 
Wherefore the king so 'snared was. 
That reason quite finom him did pass ; 
His heart by 'her wa^ set on fire, 
He had to her a great desire : 
And for the looks he gave her then. 
For every look she gave him ten^ 
Wherefore the king perceived plaip. 
His love and looks were not in vaip. 
Upon a time it chanced so. 
The king he would a hunting go ; 
And as they through a wood did ride^ 
The earl on horseback by his ^ide ; 
For so the story telleth plain, 
That with a shaft the earl was slain : 
So that when he had lost his life. 
He took the lady unto wife; 
Who married her, all harm to shun. 
By whom he did beget a son. 
Thus he that did the king deceive. 
Did by desert his death receive. 
Then, to conclude and make an end. 
Be true and faithful to thjr ffie^d, 
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V. 



How Coventry W^ made ftee by Godina^ Conntess 
of Chests. 



Ijeofricus, that noble Easl 

Of Chester, as I read. 
Did for the city of Coventry, 

Many a noble^ deed : 

V 

Great privileges for the town 

This noble man did get ; 
And of all things did make it so. 

That .they toll-free did sit : 

Save only that for horses still 
They did some custom pay. 

Which was great charged to the town. 
Full long and many a day : 

Wherefore his wife, Godina fair. 

Did of the Earl request. 
That thereof he would make it free. 

As well as all the rest. 
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So when that she long tune had sued; 

Her purpose to obtain ; 
Her noble lord at length she took^ 

When in a pleasant vein : 



And unto him with smiling cheer^ 
She did forthwith proceed, 

Intreating greatly that he would 
Perform that goodly deed, 

A 

j>Ar You move me much^ my fair, quoth he. 
Your suit I fein would shun ; 
But what wiU you perform and do. 
To have this matter done ? 

^ ^^ Why any thing, my lord, (quoth she) 
You will with reason crave ; 
I will perform it with good will. 
If I my wish might have. 

^^ If thou wilt grant the thing, he said, 
^ That I shall now require, 
As soon as it is finished. 
Thou shalt have thy desire. 



M 



Copgnand what you thin ^ g^ , my lord, 

I ivill thereto agree. 
On this condition, that the t9wn 

For ever may be free. 
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^ If thou wilt but Ay cloaths strip ofi; 
And by me lay them down^ 
And at noon-day on horseback ride 
/ Stark-naked through the town ; 

./ ^ ^ -^ 

^- They shall be free for evermore : 
If thou wilt not do so, 
More liberty than now they have^ 
I never will bestow. 

The lady, at this strange demand^ 

Was much abash'd in mind ; 
And yet for to fulfill this things 

She never a whit repinM. 

Wherefore unto all officers *^ 
f Of Coventry she sent. 
That they perceiving her good will^ 
Which for the weal was bent; 

That on the day that she should ride^ 

All persons through the town 
Should keep their houses shut^ and do(aiS^ 

And clap their windows down : 

So that no creature, young or old. 

Should in the streets be seen. 
Till she had ridden all about. 

Throughout the city clean« 
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And when the day of n£iig oamef^ 

No peison did her seen, 
Sa^ng her lord ; after which time 

The town was ever free. 



VI. 

The valiant Courage Bxid Policy of the Kentishmen, 
w^hich overcame ' 'William the Conqueror, who 
sought to take from them their ancient laws and 
customs, which they retain to this day. 

The following account of the event which gave rise to thi» 
Ballad, is extracted from tiie Lives of the three Norman 
Kings of England, bj Sir John Heyward»4to. 1619. p. 97- 
*' Further, by the counsaile of Stigand, Archb. of Canter- 
*' bury, and of Eglesine, Abbot of St. Augustines (who at 

' ** that time were the chiefe governours of Kent) as the king 
" was riding towards Dover, at Sir^Uiescombe, two mile 
** from Gravesend, the Kentishmen came toitards him 
** armed, and bearing boughs in- tiieir hands, as if it had 
*' bene a mooving wood i they enclosed him upon the sud- 
'' den, and with a firme countenance, but words well tern- 
*< pered with modestie and respect, they demanded of him 
*' the use of their ancient liberties and lawes : that in other 
*' matters they would yield obedience unto him : that with' 
«< out this they desired not to live. The king was content 
** to strike saile to the storme, and to give them a vaine 
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** satisfaction for tiie present ; knoimg rt^ht well, that tlie 
** generall customes a^ lawes of the residue of the realme, 
*^ would in short time oyerflow these particular places. So 
« pledges heing giyen on both sides, they conducted him to 
** Rochester, and yielded the countie of Kent, and the casde 
** of Dover into his power," 

This Ballad is printed from an old black letter Tolnme, called 
—The Garland of Delight. 



Vf H s N as die duke of Normandy^ 
With glistering spear and shield. 

Had entered into fair England, 
And foird his foes in field ; 

On Christmas-day in solemn sort 
Then was he crowned here. 

By Albert arcbbkhop of York, 
With many a noble peer. 

Which being done, he changed quite 

The customs of this land. 
And punisht such as daily sought 

His statutes to withstand : 

And many cities he subdued. 
Fair London with the rest ; 

But Kent did still withstand his f«rce. 
And did his laws detest. 

VOL. 11. p 
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To Dover then he took his way. 

The castle down to fling, 
Which Arviragus builded there. 

The noble British king. , 

Which when the brave archbishop bold 

Of Canterbury kne^. 
The abbot of Saint Augustines eke. 

With all their gaUa^tcrew, 

They set, themselves in armour bright. 

These mischiefs to prevent 
With all the yeomen brave and bold 

That were in fruitful Kent, 

At Canterbury did they meet 

Upon a certain day. 
With sword and spear, with bill and bow. 

And stopt the conqueror's way. 

liCt us not yield like bond-men poor 
To Frenchmen in their pride. 

But keep our ancient liberty. 
What chance so e*er betide. 

And rather die in bloody field. 

With manly. courage prest. 
Than to endure the servile yoke, ^ , 

Which we so much detest. 
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Thus did the Kentish commons ciy 

Unto their leaders still. 
And so marcfaM forth in warlike sort. 

And stand at Swanseomb-hill : 

There in the woodd they hid themsehes. 

Under the shadow grecrn. 
Thereby to get them vantage good. 

Of all their foes unseen. 

And for the conqueror's coming there, 

They privily laid wait. 
And thereby suddenly appal'd 

His lofty high coijceit | 

For when they spied his approach. 

In place as they did stand. 
Then marched they to him with speed. 

Each one a bough in hand. 

So that unto the conqueror^s sight. 

Amazed as he stood^ 
They seem'd to be a walking grove. 

Or else a moving wood. 

The shape of men he could not see. 

The boughs did hide them so : 
And now his heart with fear did qudce^ 

To see a foreirt go; 
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Before^ behind^ aed on each side, - 

As he did cast his eye, . 
He spied the wood with vobea: ptei^ 

Approach to him ftdi «^ : 

But whm ikfi K^^iih m^ hi^A tim 
Enclosed the conqueror rounds 

Most suddeiJy th^ dr^w their sword^^ 
And threw their boughs to gtouod ; 

' Their banners ih^ display in sight. 
Their trumpets soupl a charge. 
Their ratling drums strike up alarms. 
Their troops stretch out at krge* 

The conque^^ wiith all his tffix^f 

Was hereat sor^ 4igha^> 
And mpit in pen), when they thought 

All peril had b^en past. 

Unto the Kentish vam he sent. 

The cause to understQJidy 
For what latent, and fiir what eause 

They took this war in ha^id; . 

To whom they made diis shoKt jepfy^ 

For liberty we fight, 
And^ ei^oy king Edward's laws. 

The which we hold our riglii:* 
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Then said the dreadful conqueror^ 

You shall have what you will. 
Your ancient customs and your laws. 

So that you will be still. 

And each thing eke tUat you will crave 

With reason at my htfnd. 
So you will but acknowledge me 

Chief king of fair England. 

The Kentish men agreed thereon. 

And laid their arms aside. 
And by this means :hing Edward's laws . 

In Kent dolb stiU abide ; 

And in no place in England else 

These customs do remain. 
Which they by manly policy 

Did of duke William gain. 
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vn. 



THE BRAVE MEN OF KENT. 



This Ballad is of a later date, but being upon the same sub- 
ject, we have introduced it here. It is the production of 
Tom Durfey, and was written the bq^inning of thia 
century 



\T H B N Harold was invaded^ 

And falling lost his crown ; 
And Norman William waded 

Thro' gore to pull him down ; 
When countries round with fear profound. 

To mend their sad condition. 
And lands to save, base homage gave ; 
Bold Kent made no submission^ 

Cho. Sing, sing in praise of men of Kent, 

So loyal, brave and free; 
'Mongst Britons^ race, if one surpass, 
A man of Kent is he. 
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The hardy stout free-holders, 

That knew the tythnt nea^. 
In girdles, and on diqulders, *- , 

A grove of oaks did bear : 
Whom when he saw in battle draw. 

And thought how he might need ^em ; 
He tumM his arms, allowed their terms^ 

Compleat with noble freedom : 

And when by baron^ iWarf^ltogi ■ ' < 

Hot faction did increase. 
And vile intestine jangling 

Had banish'd Ei^g^and's peace, 
The men of Kent to bkttlfe went. 

They fear'd no wild coiiftision^ ' 

But join'd with York, soon did the work. 

And made a blest x^dnclusion : 



At hunting, or the race too, 

They sprightly vigour shew ; 
And at a female chase too. 

None like a Kentish beau 5 
All blest with health ; and as for wealth, 

By fortune's kind embraces, 
A yeoman gray shall oft out-weigb 

A knight in other places ; 
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The generous^ brave and hearty, 

All o'er the shiire we ftad ; 
And for the low-chaFch party^ 

They're of the bs^fatest kind : 
For king and laws^ they fiop the cause^ 

Which high-church has confounded ; 
They k>ve widi height the moderate rights 

But hate the crop-ear*d round^head : - 

* ■ 
The promis'd land of blessingj^ 

For our forefathers meant, 
Is now m Tight possessing^ 

For Canaan sure^ wa3 Kent : 
The dome at KnoU, by fame enrolVd,, 

The church at Cauterbuiy, 
The hops, the beer, the cheiries hercj^ 

May fill a famous story. 



General Wolfe being a native of Kent, on his 
death the following stanza was added to this 
Ballad; 

Augmented stii) in story ' 

Their ancient fione shall rise, 
And Wolfe with matchless glory. 

High soaring reach the skies ; 
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Quebec shall own his great renown^ 

And France^ with awful wonder^ 
His deeds can tell, bow great he fellp 

Amidst bis godlike thunder. 



VIII, , 
MEMORABLES OF THE MONTGOMEBIES. 

Reprinted from a pamphlet pablii hed in 4to, at Glasgow, 
1T70, by Robert and Andrew Foulis, and there said to be 
printed from the onlj copy known to remain, which had 
been preserred above sixty years by the care of Hugh 
Montgomerie, senior, at Eaglesham, long one of the 
factors of the family of £glintoun« 

A NOBLB Roman was the- root 
From which Mon^meries came. 

Who brought his legion from the war> 
And settled the same 

Upon a hill 'twixt Rome apd Spainj, 

Gomericus • by name ; , 
From which he and his off-spring do 

Their sir-name still retailEi. 

* Moas Gomerictti. 
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From this unto the wars of France 
Their valour did them bring, 

That they great instruments might be 
To save the Gallic king: 

Here, with great ^lehdor and renown. 

Six centuries they sp^tld-i 
At lengtb'fot 'ExiglknA^^y set sail ; 

Ambition hathfttl[> ^&. 

On British ifround they land at length ; 

Rodger must getiea'al be, 
A cousii^ of thd coii^fueror^s. 

And fittest to supplie ' 

The greatest post; into the field 

The army then leads he. 
Into a camp, Hastings by namc^ 

In Sussex, where you'll see 

The marks of camps unto this day ; 

And where you'll hear it toM, 
The English king did them attacl^ 

Most like a cap^in bold. . 

But soon, alas ! he found it vain, 

With Rodger arms to try : 
This warry officer prepares, 

His projects to defy. 
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The strong attacks he then observes, 
. Which made him theaee to dread^ 
That £ngland^s king might be among 
Those who charged with such speed. 

Hie life-guaitds stndght he ordered^ 

Their fury to defend ; 
Where Harold^ England's king, at once 

His crown and life did end* 

Whence to the conqueror did come 
The English sceptre great, - 

And William/'Ehgland's king declar'd. 
To London came in state. 

Earl Rodger * then the greatest man, 

Next to the king was thought; 
And nothing that he could desire. 

But it to him was brotiglit. 

Montgomery town, Montgomery shire 

And earl of Shfesburie, 
And Arundale do' shew this man 

Of graiydeur full to be. 

Thus did he live all>Aia king's reign : 

For works of piety. 
He built an abbs4tte,'«Bd>4en 

Prepar'd himscSnt^' di>- » 

t Du^dale't Baronage, and Histories of England. 
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At last kii^ WiUiam j^tds to fete ; 

And then his seccHid son 
Mounts on th^ tharoo?^ mbich. had ahnost 

The kingdoia quite uodones 

Some for the eIdf»t8M|i9|taliii|^ . . 
» As Rodger's sp^Sr^aWi:.* v- i .i '. 
But the usiuper. k€^)^e!;^thir<Hie^ . • 
Which did be^ ji^jr lalh . 

I 
Then Phi% f^^^k^K^land ^wWi^^ . \ ; 

Unable to end^jTi^^M^ ,,-.j , ,: 

; That they wh©^e»¥li^p«nfi/b||d,pf^ , r 

Of nought should* }i§ SjOCUiH^, 

The king of iScot§ w^U la^yf the wortU. 

Of men of noble J^ace^, 
Who^ in no times of ^^ fost^. « 

Their worth diA43inq^ ^^fef^e* : ' 

He in the Meapse gives Pbilijp^ ^nd% 
Which afterwards he 9qo^ . « 

With the black .Doug ^s^.d^^^ufhange 
For Eastwood and Pai^c|op},. 

Where many ages ti^^iJId.Uv^iii ; 

By king and country. Ipy'd; r ^ 
fks men of valoup.#^.j^p^p, .. * 

Who were with hfipQii^inppv'4; - -.^ . . 
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To shun no haxmtA^ "iHieatihef iovAA 
To either service dd^y ' : 

Thus dii ^Aey ItTey tfatts iM?ilie]r qpend 
Their blood and ifioaey'too,- 

At last eari Doaghim^^dlM^ii^^em - ' 

That, to bur king%*l(li^^«fe*> - ' 
An English e«rl%flic^4^e^^M]fre<;' 



He'd hunt in Chev^f^fttu^^ 



"^ 



rA DID ih 



And, maugre a» ikit Stelir^MM do; H ^^ 

Would kill an4 hear away-^ '^i ' ^» ^^^^^^ > 
The ch<Mcestd«^«f<Jtt#bftSft/^" i^^lJ 
And best of tedrtSMRDiild isihqrr • V '^^ 

Our king sent his conmiands unto 
Sir Hugh Montgomeri^, * 

And told him Dougksii "wanted men 
Who fight could, b&t'1i6t flee. 

The stout Sir HmgHt hiinself pvepaves. 
The Douglass td support; ' 

And with him took his' rfdfestsonr: v .»' • 
Then did they ali ues^rti <r. ; ^ »^- 

Unto the firfd, wkfr Acfllr trav^ men. 

Where most of thiem did die 9 
Of fifteen hundittd wi^libe'Scdto* 

Came home b#'fiftjr't4h(reei •' 7 ij > > • 

* See Percy's Reliques, VoL X. p, 1,8, fd* 1T94, 
^ Histories of Scotland. 
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Douglas was slain ; sir Hugh again 

The battle did renew 5 
He made no standi with his own hand 

The earl Percy he slewr 

Sir Hugh was skitiy sir John maintained 
The honour of the day ; • 

And with him brought the victory^ 
And Percy's son- away. 

He with his ransom built Ponoon, , >,. 

A castle which yet standi ; . < . 
The king well pleas'd as a reward 

Did therefore give him lands ; 

And some time after gave his niece. 

Of Eglintoun the heir. 
To sir Hugh's representative ; 

Thus joined was this pair. 

As with her came a great estate ; 

So by her did descend 
Her royal blood to Lennox • houses 

Which did in Dar^Jy-iend, 

Who father was to James the sixth. 

Of Britain t^e first king," 
Whose royal race; unto this day 

Doth o'er great Britain ce^. .. 

* Barl of L«Bnox. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Cs 



QU) BAUJID&. 47 

Since you are coine of royal bloody 

And- kings are sprung from you. 
See that with greatest zeal and love 

Those virtues ye pursue, . 

Which to those honours rais'd your house, 

And shall without idl stwi^ 
In heralds books youi!ieQ$igpaa flowr'd^ 

And counter-flowr'dGinidiptfun. . . ^ 



IX. 

How King Henry the first had his Children 
drowned in the Sea^ as they came out of 
France. 

[Reprinted from the Garland of Delight.] 

A FTBR our royal) kiDg 

Had foil'd his foes in France^ 
And spent the pleasant qfimg 

His honour to ad^aaqe;. 
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Into fiEiir England he yetum'd 

With fame and victoiy } 
That time the subjects of this knd 

Received him joyfully. 

But at his home return 

His children left he still 
In France;, for to sojourn 

To purchase learned skill : 

' Duke William, with his brother dear. 
Lord Richard was his name. 
Which was the Earl of Chester then. 
And thirsted after fame 5 

The king's fair daughter eke. 

The lady Mary bright. 
With divers noble peers. 

And many a hardy knight : 

All these were left together there 

In pleasures and delight. 
When that our king to England came. 

After the bloody fi^t. 

But when fair Flora had 
Drawn Forth her treasure dry^ 

That winter cold and sad 
With hoary head drew nigh ; 
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Those princes all^ with one co&sent^ 

Prepared all things meet, ■ 
To pass the seas for fair England, 

Whose sight to them was. sweet. 

To England let us hie. 

Thus every one dUsayi 
For Christmas drawetibi>&igh 

No longer let us st^yj»- » / J > . 

But spend the Christmas^time 

Within our father^s court. 
Where lady Pleasure doth attend) 

With many a princely sport. 

To sea those princes went, 

Fulfiird with mirth and joy : 
But this their merriment 

Did turn to dear annoy. 

The sailors and the shipmen all. 

Through foul excess of wine, 
Were So disguis'd, that on the sea 

They showed themselves like swine; 

The st^n no man could ^ide^ 

The master sleeping lay. 
The sailors all beside 

Went reeling every way, 
VOL, ir. ^ 
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So that the ship at random lode 

Upon the foaming flood. 
Whereby in peril of their lives 

The princes always stood : 

Which made distilling tears 
Prom their feir eyes to fall .; 

Their hearts were fiU'd with fears. 
No help they had at all : 

They wisht themselves upon the land 
A thousand times and more. 

And at the last they came in sight 
Of England's pleasant shore. 

Then every one began 

To turn their sighs to smiles ; 

Their colour pale and wan, 
A cheerful look exiles : 

The princely lords most lovingly 

•Their ladies did embrace j 
For now in England shall we be 
(Quoth they) in little space. ' 

Take comfort then (they said) 
Behold the land at last ; 
' Then be no more dismay'd. 
The worst is gone and past* 
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But while they did this joyful hope 
With comfort entertain^ * 

The goodly ship upon a rock 
In sunder burst in twain. 

With that a grievous shriek 

Among them there Was made^ 
And every one did seek 

On something to be staid : 

But all in vain such help, they sought ; 

The ship so soon did sink^ . 
That in the sea they were constrain'd 

To take their latest driidc. 

There might you see the lords 

And ladies for to lie 
Amidst the salt sea foam^ 

With many a grievous cry j 

Sdll labouring for life's defence 

With stretched arms abroad^ 
And lifting up thejr lilly bands^ 

For help with <me accord. 

But as good fortune would^ 

The sweet young duke did get 
Into the cock-boat then^ 

Where safely he did ^t : 
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But when he heard his sister cry, 
The king's fair daughter dear. 

He tum'd his boat to take her in. 
Whose death did draw so near : 

But while he strove to take 

His sweet young sister in. 
The rest such shift did make 

In sea as they did swim, 

Tliat to the boat a number got. 

So many, as at the last 
The boat, and all that were therein^ 

Were drown'd and over-cast : 

Of lords and gentlemen. 
And ladies fair of face, 
' Not one escaped then. 
Which was a heavy case; 

Threescore and ten were drownM in all. 

And none escaped death. 
But one poor butcher, which had sworn 

Himself quite out of breath. 

This was most heavy news 

Unto our comely king. 
Who did all mirth refuse. 

This word when they did bring ? 
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For by this means no child he had 
His kingdom to succeed. 

Whereby his lister's son was king, 
As you shall plainly read. * 



A Song of the strange lives of two young Prince^ 
of England who became Shepherds on Salisbury- 
plain, and were afterwards restored to their former 
estates. 

This Ballad is a paraphrase of the beautiful Episode of 
Argentile and Cunui) in Warner's Albion's England. 

In kingly Stephen's reign,^ 

Two royal dukes there was. 
That all our English lords. 

For greatness far did pass. 
The one of Devonshire nam'd. 

That had a daughter fair. 
Which he appointed at his death 

To be his only heir 
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And her in love cotnmits 

Unto the Cornwall duke^ 
Whom he with tenderness and care 

Most kindly undertook s 
The promise being made^ 

The duke of Devonshire dies^ 
* And all that Cornwall voVd to do. 

He afterwards denies. ' 



Yet well he educates the maid. 

That Maudlin she was grown 
The fiEiirest lady under heaven. 

For beauty being known z 
And many princes sought for love. 

But none might her obtain, -i 
For covetous Cornwall to himself 

The dukedom sought to gain. 

Upon a time prince Raymund chanced 

This comely dame to see. 
With whom he fell so deep in love. 

As any prince might be : 
Unhappy youth, what should he do ? 

She still wias kept in mew. 
Nor he, nor any of his friends. 

Admitted to her view. 
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One whUe he melancholy pines 

Himself with grief away 5 
Anon he thinks by force of arms 

To win her if he may : 
Until at length commwading love 

Became to be his judge^ 
And chang'd him soon from lordly state. 

Into a kitchen drudge. 

And so access he had^ good prince, 

His purpose to bewray : 
But still fair Maudlin's answer Mras^ 

She husbandless would stay : 
Meanwhile her guardian beat his^ brains, 

Her dtkedom to atchicve. 
Not caring what become of her. 

So he by her might tbrire. 

And so resolving that she should 

Unto some peasant wed. 
And Raymuiid, th«a suj^jos^d a drudge, 

Should stand him in that stead : 
But Maudlin, marking his intent. 

Unkindly takes that he 
Should bar the noble match from her. 

Thus for a base dejgreci 
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The lady shifting out of doors, 

Departed then by stealthy 
Than thus with baseness for to match, 

Tbat mi^t have liv'd in wealth. 
When Raymund heard of her escape, 

With sad and grieved heart. 
He left the palace (^ the duke. 

And after did depart 

Forgetful of himself and birth. 

His country, friends, and all. 
And minding only her to seek. 

That thus had proved his thrall : 
Nor meant he after to frequent 

The court, or stately towns. 
But liv'd with pinching cares and grief. 

Amongst the country grounds. 

A brace of years upon that plain. 

Near Salisbury that lies. 
In great content with feeding flocks, 

A shepherd's life he tries. 
In hopes his love thereby to waste ; 

But then began again 
Within his heart a second love. 

The worser of the twain. 
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A country wench^a neat-herd*s maid^ 

Where Raymund kept his sheep, 
Did feed her drove, with whom this prince 

In love was wounded deep : 
Where sitting on the downy plain. 

And having small to do. 
These shepherds there, in friendly sort. 

Thus plainly *gan to woo. 

I know; fair maid, quoth Raymund then. 

And thou as well as I, 
No maid there is that willingly 

With maidenhead would die : 
The ploughman's labour hath no end. 

And he will churlish prove. 
The tradesman hath more work in hand 

Than doth belong to love. 

The merchant venturing abroad. 

Suspects his wife at home : 
A youth will still the wanton play. 

An old man {mtovcs a mome, 
Then'choose a shepherd, bonny girl^ 

Whose life is merriest still. 
For merrily he spends his days^ 

Thus oQ the &ir green bill ; 
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And then at night, when day is done. 

Goes home from thence betime. 
And in the fire turns a crab. 

And sings some merry rhyme ; 
Nor lacks he tales, while round about 

The nut-brown bowl doth trot. 
And sitting singing cares away. 

Till he to bed be got! 

There sleeps he soundly all the night. 

Forgetting morrow's cares. 
Nor fears the blasting of his com. 

Nor uttering of his wares : 
And this I know full well, fair lass. 

More quiet nights and days 
The shepherd sleeps and wakes, than he 

Whose cattle he doth graze. 



A king I see is but a man ; 

And so, sweet lass, am. I : 
Content is worth a monarchy. 

And mischiefs shoot fiiirhigh^ 
As late it did unto a duke, 

Not dwelling fer from hence, 
Who had a daughter, save thyself. 

On earth the fairest wench. 
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With that^ good soul, sbe stay'd and sighM : 

Speak on, quoth she, and tell 
How fair she was, and who she was^ 

That thus did bear the bell. 
She was, quoth he, of stately grace. 

Of countenance most fair ; ^ 

No maid alive, for beauty's priz^ 

May well with her compare, 

A glove-like head, a golden hair, 

A forehead smooth and high, 
A seemly nose, on either side 

Did shine a greyish eye : 
Two rosy cheeks, and ruddy lips, x 

White ivory teeth within, 
A mouth in mean, and underneath 

A round and dimpled chin : ^ 

A snow-white neck with bluish veins, 

To make her seem more £Edr, 
Yea, all her body fram'd so fine. 

That earth had none more rare : 
For life, for love, for form, for &ce, \ 

None fairer was than she ; 
And none but only she alone 

So iair a maid could be. 
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I knew the lady well (quoth she :) 

But worthless of such praise : 
But credit me, no shepherd thou. 

Thy speeches thee bewray : 
With that he wept, and she was wot, . 

And both did silence keep. 
And equally perpliex^d in love. 

They set them down to weep. 

In sooth (quoth he) I am not such 

As seeming I profess. 
To be a prince's son by birth. 

My liking shews^ no less : 
In Scotland is my father's court. 

And Raymund is my name : 
With G)mwall's duke I liv'd in pomp. 

Till love controlled the same. 

And did this lady dearly love. 

Although she lov'd not me : 
But now that love is wasted quite. 

And now I die for thee. 
I grant (quoth she) you lov'd her well. 

If that your love were such ; 
Yet think of me your second love. 

In love to be as much. 
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Your twice beloved Maudlin here 

Submits herself to thee. 
And what she could not at the first. 

The second time shall be. 
In fortune, not in person changed ; 

For I am still the same. 
In heart and mind as chaste and true 

As first to me you came^ 

Thus sweetly surfeiting in joy. 

They tenderly embrace. 
And for their wished wedding day 

Found fitting time and place : 
And so these lovely princes both 

Each other did befriend. 
Where, after many a hard mishap. 

Their loves had joyful end. 
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XI. 



King Henry the Second crowning his son Henry 
in his life-time, shortly after the young king 
makes war against his father : And being visited 
with sickness, and troubled in conscience, begs 
forgiveness. His fether sending his ring in 4oken 
thereof, the young king deploring his wretched 
life, caused himself to be drawn ^with a halter 
from the bed where he lay, and laid on a bed, 
bestrewed with ashes, and so died penitently. 

Historians all agree, that no prince who ever sat on the 
English throne deserved better of his subjects and his 
children, than Henry the Second ; and yet, that no mo- 
narch ever received more ungrateful returns than he did 
from the latter. The subject of this Ballad relates to tiie 
death of his eldest son; an account of which we shall 
give the reader, extracted from Speed's History, p. 478. 
*< Thus was his life cut off like a weaver's thread (say 
** authors,*) who had by dying cut off the hope of many : 
** But whatsoever his life was, which God t^us ahortned 
^ at his age of twentie and eight yeeres, certainly hif 
" death wa9 not inglorious, but worthy to be .set out in, 
" tables at large, as a pattern, to disobedient children :l 
"for his father refusing to visit him (fearing hisowR. 

♦ Rog. Wend. MSS. Matt. Paris, Thom. Walsing. Ypod. Neustr.^ 
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** life) but sending his ring in signe of forgireness, the 
« dying prince most humbly with flouds of teares kissing 
^* tiie same, made a most sorrowfull confession of his 
** sinnes, and feeling death approach, would needs be 
** drawne (as an unworthy sinner) out of his own bed, and 
** laid upon another, strewed with ashes, where his .soule 
** departed in a most penitent manner from his body } 
** which being related to the father, hee fell upon the 
** earth, weeping bitterly, and like another Darid for his 
•* Absoion, mourned very much." 

[This also is reprinted from the Garlfnd of Delight} 

I o u parents whose affections fond 

Upon your children doth appear^ 
Mark well the story now in hand^ 

Wherein you shall great matters hear; 
And learn by this which shall be told. 

To hold your children still in awe. 
Lest otherwise they prove too bold. 

And set not by your state a straw. 

King Henry, second of that name, 

' For very love that he did bear 
Unto his son, jvhose courteous fame 

Did through the land his credit rear, 
Pid call the prince upon a day 

Unto the court in royal sort. 
Attired in most rich array. 

And there he made him princely sport ; 
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And afterwards he took in hand. 

For fear he should deceived be. 
To crown him king of feir England, 

While life possest his majesty. 
What time the king in humble sort. 

Like to a subject waited then 
Upon his son, and. by report 

Swore untp,hip5i.hi^.ppble men. 

And by this means in: England now 

Two kings at once together live : 
But lorcPy rule vjdll not allow 

In partnership their d^ys to drive ; 
The son therefore ambitiously 

Doth seek to pull his fatlier down. 
By bloody war and' subtlety. 

To take from him his princely crown. 



Sith I am king (thus did he say) 

Why should I not both rule and reign t 
My heart disdains for to obey ; 

Yea all qt nothing Will I gsun. 
Hereon he raised armies great, ^ 

And draws a number to his part, 
His father's force downright to beat. 

And with his spear to pierce his heart. 
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In seven sef battled did he fight 

Against his loving father dear. 
To overthrow him in despight^ 

To win himself a kingdom clear. 
But nought at all could he prevail^ 

His armies always had the worst : 
Such grief did then lis heart assail^ 

He thought himself of '<jk>d accurstt 

And therefore faHing ivbndroos sibk> ' 

He humbly to his fiitfier sent ; . 
The worm of conscience did him prick^ 

And his vile deeds he did lament: 
Requiring that his noble grace 

Would now forget all that was past, 
And come to him in heavy case. 

Being at point to breathe hb last* 

When this word^came unto our king. 

The news did make him wondrous woe;^ 
And unto him he sent his ring. 

Where he in person would not go. 
Commend me to my son, he ssdd^ 

So sick in bed as he doth lie, i 

And tell him I am well apaid 

To hear he doth for nievcjr cr;^ ,: 

YOL. II. F 
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The lord forgive his foul otkace^ ^ 

And I forgi^nfr litem all (quoA He)^ 
His evil with good III recompettce. 

Bear himtliis message liow fiponi' me. 
When that the piince Hi see the ringv 

He kissed it: in joyfaiwiBe ; 
And for his fiuihs" his hands^ did wring. 

While faafctec tears gUsht from hi» eyes ? 

Then to hk lardstUat* stood him nigh^ 

With feeble /voice tben iSi^ he call ; 
Desiring tibein>iititnfadkrtely 

To strip ^hiait fiom bi^ giftnaents- alli 
Take ofiF from xne tbesei^abes so' ifch. 

And lajr me fai a 4;loatb oThair: 
Quoth he^ my. gAevom- aln^ are strcb^ 

Hell fire'S' ftMfie I gritetry ftop. 

A hempen haHar titen he toolg 

About hisr neck he put fte same. 
And with a griwpous piteous look 

His speech unto them Be did frame r 
You reverend bishops more and* less. 

Pray for my soul to' God on High j; 
For like a thief, I dirxronfess, 

I have desCTved for to die : • 
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And therefore by this halter here, 

I yield myself unto you aU, 
A wretch unworthy to appear 

Before my God ceksfial. 
Tlierefbrey within that hempen bed. 

All strew'd with ashes as it is. 
Let me be laid when I am dead. 

And draw me thereunto by this : 

Yea, by this halter strong and tough. 

Drag forth my carcase to the same ; 
Yet is that couch not Imd enough 

For my vile body wraj^t in shame. 
And when you see me .lie along, 

Bepowdered in adbes there ; ^ 
Say, there is he that did sudi' wrong 

Unto b& fifther eveiry wh^e. 

And v(^ that wdfdhe brealh'd his kst ; 

Wherefore, aconrding to his mind. 
They drew l^nl up by the nedk foil ft$C 

Unto the place by him a^gn'd : 
And afterwafd in sokmn sort 

4t Roan id France buried was he. 
Where many princes did resort' 

To his most xoyal obseqiiy. 
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xn. 

THE UNFORTUNATE CONCUBINE j 

OR, 

Rosamond's Overthrow ; 

Occasion'd by her brother's utiadvisedly .praising 
her beauty to two young Knights of Salisbury, as 
they rid on the road. 

In Dr. Percy's Reliquefl of Antient Poetry, Vol. II. another 
Ballad oir the story 4)f this IMy is to be found. Prefixed 
to it the Doctor hath given a very full account of her 
history, and entered into a minute enquiry coDcerning the 
circumstances of her hfe^ and the mistakes of seteral of 
our historians about it. To this account, as the fullest 
and most accurate on the subject, we refe.r the reader. 

S w B £ T, youthful^ charming ladies &ir> 

Fram'd of the purest mould, 
With rosy cheeks, and silken hair. 

Which shine like threads of gold : 
Soft tears of pity here bestow 

On the unhappy fate 
Of Rosamond, who long ago 

Prov'd mo&t unfortunate* 
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When as the second Henry reignM 

On the imperial throne^ 
How he this beauteous flower gain'd^ 

To you I shall make known : 
With all the circumstances too 

Which did her life attend ; 
How first she into £sLVour grew^ 

And of her fatal end. 



As three young knights of Salisbury 

Were riding on the way. 
One boasted of a fiair lady. 

Within her bower so gay : 
I have a sister, CUfford swears, f^ 

But few men do her know ; 
Upon her face the skin appears 

Like drops of blood on snow. 

My sister's locks gf curled hair 

Outshine the golden ore ; 
Her skin for whiteness may compdre 

With the fine lilly floVr : 
Her breasts are lovely to behold. 

Like to the driven snow : 
} would not, for her weight Jn goldj 

King Henry should her Igciow,. 
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King Henry had a bower near 

Where they were riding by^ 
And he did Clifford over-hear : 

Thought he immediately^ 
Tho' I her brother shouM offend 

For that feir white and red; 
For her I am resolv'd to send^ 

To grace my royal bed. 

The king^ who was of high renown^ 

Wou'd not his fency pall ; 
For having writ his pleasure down^ 

He did young Cliiibrd call : 
Come here to me now out of hand;^ 

Come hither unto me ; 
I am the king of &ir England | 

My messenger thou'k be« 

I to your sister here have writ 

Three letters sealed with gold i 
No messenger I think so fit 

As you : therefore^ behold^ 
Convey them to her hand with speed ; 

Make not the least delay : 
My will and pleasure let her read^ 

And my commands obey. 
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Young CUfiard ^a the kttefs todc 

From Henry's lof^l hand^ 
Tho' with a melanchcdy lodt. 

And mounted out of hand : 
Soft tears bedimm'd his noble sight. 

His grieved heart was sad ; 
Altho' he vrsB m bmve a luu^ht 

As any Henry had. . 

With that this noble kni^t of fame 

Rid on without delay. 
Until he to the bower came. 

Which was both rich and gay : 
She cried, when h^ knocked at the rii^. 

Who raps so fierce and bold ? 
Sister, I've brought you from the king 

Three letters sealed with gokL 

Then with her fingers, loug a)id small, 

She broke the seals of gold ; 
And as she did to reading &U 

At first, you might behold 
The smiles of pleasant sweet delight, 

As if well satisfied ; 
But ere she had concluded quite. 

She rung her hands, and cried : 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



72 0Ubl&AiSLM)8. 

Why did you boast Beyond your bounds^ 

When Ojrford you did ^see ? 
You might have talked of hawks and hounds^ 

And never bragged of me. 
When by the king I 'arti' d^l'd. 

My fatl^er's griefs he^'; 
He'll have no comib^ctf h&^ld^ 

Nor come to mjf^'^iiddhig. 

Go fetch me dorvm^tbjri^laiiet-book 

Straight from my pifivate loom ; 
For in the sin^a lirae^ii to look. 

What is decreed.my doom. 
The planet-book ib het they brought, 

Ai>d laid it on her knee ; 
She found that all would come tonought> 

For poisoned she should be« 

I curse you, brodier, Oi^ti fehe cried. 

Who caus'd my destiny; 
{ might have been some lord's fair bride. 

But you have ruinM me. 
With that> she caH'd her waiting'-maid. 

To bring her riding-weed'j 
And to her groom she l&ewise said. 

Saddle my milkr^whit^ 6teed« 
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Some ride before her, to report 

Her coming to the king ;. 
As she approach'd the royal court, 

Sweet peals of beUs did ring* 
Ji garland o^er her head they bore. 

To magnify her charms ; 
And as she came thejqng ^fore. 

He clasp'd her in hhi arms. 

With blushes then she did. beseech 

The king on her bare knee } 
Her words were th^e, I pray, my liege. 

What is your wiB with me? 
Said he, I sent for thee, mf Kose^ 

To grace my royal bed : 
Now, as he did his mind disclose^ 

She blushed ,sc£urlet*red.' 

Blush not, my faifest Rosamonds 

Fear no disastrous fote ; 
For by my kindly pow'r I can 

Place thee in happy state : 
Ko lady in this court of mine 

Can purchase thy desert ; 
Whose pleasant looks, 0nd diarms divkie. 

Have won my royal heart,^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



7* OgU> BALLADS. 

The gifts and pnesents of a king 

Soon caus'd her to. eomply ; 
Thinking these was w0t any thing 

Like royal digoity. 
But as her bright aad gidden scene 

In court began to shine. 
The news was candedito the queen 

Of this new conoabinft ; . 

At which she was ««|)r^ed so 

With malice in her b^ceast, 
That till she wrought her oK^rtbrow, «. 

She could not be at r^t. 
She felt the fiuy.of the queen, * 

Ere she had flourish'd long 3 
And died^ just as she bad foreseen. 

By force of poison s^oog* 

The angry quera» with imliee fnuight. 

Could not herself contain. 
Till she fair Rosamond bad hvougbt 

To her sad fatal bane. 
The sweet and channing precious Rose^ 

King Henry's chief delight ! 
The queen she to the bower goes. 

And wrought her baMU spight : 
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But when she to the bower cn/fkt^ 

Where lady Clifford hjp 
Enraged Ellinor by nig^te 

She could not find the w^ 
Until the silken clue of thre^ 

Became a fatal guide 
Unto the queen^ who laid her diea4 

Ere she was satisfied* 

Alas ! it was no small surprize 

To Rosamond the fair : 
When death appear'd before her ey^. 

No faithful friend was tbere^ 
Who could stand up in her defeqice^ 

To put the potion by ; 
So^ by the hands of violence^ 

Compeird she was to dji^ 

most renowned^ giackms qncfiPp '•' 
Ck>mpassion take of me ; 

1 wish that I had nevi^ seeq 

Such royal dignity. 
Betra/d I was/ and by degrees 

A sad consent I gave ; 
And now^ upon my bended im^esi, 

I do your pardon a^<e. 
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I Will not pardon you^ she cried ; 

So take this fatal cup : 
And you may well be satisfied, 

I'll see you drink it up. 
Then, with her feir and milk-white hand. 

The fatal cup she took ; 
Which being drank^ she could not stand. 

But soon the world forsoolc. 

Now when the king was well-inform'd 

What EUinor had done. 
His breast he smote, in wrath he stormed. 

As if he would Tiave run 
Besides his senses ; and he swore. 

For this inhuman deed. 
He never would bed with her more j 

His roy^l heart did bleed. 

The king did not stand pausing long. 

How to reward her spleen ; 
But straight in a close prison strong 

He cast his cruel queen : 
Where she lay six and twenty years, 

A long captivity. 
Bathed in floods of weeping tears. 

Till his death set her free. 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



GUi3fJuhIkDS. 77 



Now when her son he did succeed 

His father great Hemy; 
His royal mother soon he freed 

FVom her captivity : 
And she set many more at large^ 

Who long for debt ^ad lain > 
Her royal-pity did disclyurg^^ 

Thousands in Richard's reign« 
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The Lamentation of fitti^een JSSnor^iVife to king 
Henry the Seicoiid, Bemg iept twenty-six years 
in prison^ who was the cause of the king's sons 
80 unnaturally rebelled against their fether: 
whom her son Richard when he came to be king 
released. And how at her deliverance she 
caused many prisoners to be set at liberty. 

The circumstances of this ballad appear to be founded in 
fact. Dr. Percy, YoL II. hath given some account of this 
lady, to which we must again refer the reader. 

[Reprinted from The Garland of PdightJ 

X HBicE woe is me^ unhappy queen^ 

Thus to offend my gracious lord : 
My foul offence too plain is seen^ 

And of good people much abhorr'd. 
I do confess wy fault it was. 
These bloody wars came Aus to pass : 
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My jealous mind hath wrought my woe, 
(Let all good ladies shun mistrust) 

My envy wroi^ht my overthrow ; 
And by my malice most unjust^ 

My sons did seek their fother's life. 

By bloody wars and eruel strife* 

What more unldndness could he shown 

To any prince of Kgh renown. 
Than by his queen and love alone 

To stand in danger of his crown ? 
For this ofience most worthily 
In dolefiil prison do I lie. 

But that which most torments my mind. 
And makes my grievous heart complain, 

Is for to think that, most unkind, 
I brought n^elf to such disdain. 

That now the king cannot abide 

I should be lodged by his side. 

In doleful prison I am cast. 

Debarred of princely company 2 
The king's good will quite have I lost. 

And purchast nought but infamy ; 
And never must I see him mwe. 
Whose absence grieves my heart ftill sore. 
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Full sixteen winters have I been 
Imprison'd in this dungeon deep^ 

Whereby my joys are wasted clean. 
Where my poor eyes have leam'd to weep 5 

And never since I could attain 

His kingly love to me again. 

Too much indeed, I must confess, 

I did abuse his roya} grace ; 
And by my great maliciousness 

Hi^ wrong I wrought in every place ; 
And thus his love I turn'd to hate^ 
Which I repent, but all too late. 

Sweet Rosamond, that was so fair. 
Out of her curious bower I brought ; 

A poison'd cup I gave her there. 

Whereby her death was quickly wrought : 

The which I did with all despite. 

Because she was the king's delight. 

Thus often did the queen lament. 

As she in prison long did lie ; 
Her former deeds she did repent. 

With many watery weej)ing eye : 
But at the last this news was spread. 
The king was on a sudden dead. 
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But when she heard these tidings told^ 

Most bitterly she mourned then ; 
Her woful heart she did unfold 

In sight of many noble men. 
And her son Richard being king. 
From doleful prison did her bring } 

Who set her for to rule his hai^ : - 

While to Jerusalem he went ; 
And while she had his charge in hand. 

Her care was great in government. 
And many prisoners there in' hold 
She set atJarge from irons cold. 



XIV 

A Princely Song of King Richard Cordelion, and c€ 
his bold courage, and lamentable death. 

A NOBLE Christian warrior. 

King Richard of this land. 
For fame amongst our worthies brave. 

Now orderly may stand : 
The god of battles gave him still 

A gallant great Command, 
To fight for our Saviour JesiSs Christ. 

YOL, IX. O 
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Richard Cordelion in this land, 

A noble English name ; 
It fills the world with wonders great, 

With honour and with fame : 
Then gallantly good soldiers all. 

Come thunder out the same. 
That fight, &c. 

\ 
When as fair Jerusalem, 

The city of our lord. 
Lay mourning all in heaviness. 

Consumed by the sword ; 
To succour her, all Christendom 

Did willingly accord : 
And to fight, &c. 

Then marched forth, .most bra^e and boH^ 
King Richard from the land. 

Of noble knights and gentlemen. 
With him a warlike band ; 

To fight for Jesus Christ his name^ 
So long as he could stand : 

All soldiers of our Saviour, &c. 

But by the wa;^ such chances there 

King Richard did betide. 
That many of his soldiers 

For want of victuals died r 
A new supply this noble king 

Was forced to provide. 
To fight for, &c. 
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The mighty duke of Austria, ' 

To whom he came for aid. 
For all hi$ kingly courtesies. 

His succours were denied ; 
But took him prisoner cowardly, 

.And basely him betray'd ; 
Not fighting for, &c. 

His noble knights and soldiers then 

With sorrows went away, 
Wofully complaining all. 

That e're they saw that day. 
That such a noble king as he 

A prisoner there should stay. 
And fight not for, &c. 

When they are here providing^ 

A ransom for his grace. 
The duke's own son unreverently 

King Richard did abase ; 
For which with one small box p'th* ear 

He kill'd him in that place : 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

With that into a dungeon deep 

This noble king was cast : 
Wherein a lion (all in rage) 

Provided was in haste. 
To combat with this famous king. 

So long as life did last : 
The soldier of our Saviouf^ &c. 
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But gentle pity moved much 
The daughter of that duke. 

Who deeply wounded was with love. 
Proceeding from his look : 

For which to save his princely life. 
She kindly undertook. 

In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

A rich embroider'd scarf of silk 

She secretly convey'd 
Into the dungeon where the king 

For execution staid ; 
The which, to save his gentle life. 

An instrument was made. 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

For when the hunger-starved beast 

Into the dungeon came. 
With open mouth to swallow him. 

He nimbly took the same. 
And stoutly thrust it down his throat. 

The lion thus to tame. 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

And so with valiant courage he 
Puird out the lion's heart; 

Which made the duke and all hi5 lords 
In fearful manner start. 

To see this royal English king 
To play so brave a part. 

In honour of our Saviour, &c„ 
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I am no prisoner^ said the king. 

For I now am set free ; 
The country, and our law of arms, - 

Ck>mmand it so to be : 
And thus to England's blessed land 

Most joyfully went he. 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

But left his dearest^love behind. 

That gently sav*d tis life. 
With promise to return again. 

To make her then his wife ; 
But still revenge and bloody war 

Did breed them ftirther strife. 
In fighting for our Saviour, &c. 

The noble hearts of Englishmen, 

That could endure no wrong. 
For good king Richard mustered then 

A valiant army strong. 
To pass the seas to Aeon walls. 

To lay the same along. 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

So fierce consuming fire and sword 

Into that country came. 
Destroying all the cities braive. 

And towns of ancient fame. 
Till those the wrongs king Richard had. 

Were righted by the same, ) 

Ia honour of our Saviour, &c* 
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But in his prime of martial worth. 

This noble king was slain ; 
For wounded with a poisoned shaft. 

That pierc'd his princely brain : 
Such sorrowing moan was long time made. 

Amongst his warlike train. 
Still fightmg for our Saviour, &c. 

But chiefly by his lady fair. 

So loyal and so kind. 
That nothing but revenge thereof 

Possessed still her mind ; 
To know the causer of his death. 

Were rich rewards assigned. 
To the honour of our Saviour, &c. 

Upon the murtherer (being found) 

Much cruelty was shewn ; 
By her command his skin alive 

Was flead from flesh and bone : ' 
And after into dust and air 

His body it was thrown. 
In honour of our Saviour, &c. 

Yet ended not this lady's grief. 

For him she lovM so dear. 
Deep sorrows even broke her heart. 

As plainly did appear : 
And both were buried in one grave. 

Thus true love's end you hear. 
That died for our Saviour, &c. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



OLD BALLADS. 87 



Did ever lady, fi)r her love. 
More strangely undertake ? 

Did ever daughter in this kind 
A grieved father make ? 

Did ever princess end her life 
Thus for her true love's sake ? 

And all fcnr our Saviour, &c. 



XV. 



• The Pedigree, Education, and Marriage of Robli) Hood 
with Clorinda, queen of Titbury-feast. Supposed 
to be related by the Fidler who • played at their 
Wedding. 

1e Dr. Percy's R^liques of Antient Poetry, Vol. I. is the ballad of 
Robin Hood and Guy of Gisbome, to which is prefixed an 
account of this very celebrated Outlaw ; but the most com- 
plete collection of eyery thing that relates to him is that 
published by Rition in 2 toIs. crown 8yo« ; a work eyincing 
great research, and possessing considerable merit, but dis- 
graced by the petulance and impiety that pervade the biogra- 
phical memoir and notes. 

K.IND gentleftien, will you be silent a while ? 

Ay, and then you shall hear anon 
A very good ballad of bold Robin Hood, 

And of his brave man little John. 
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In Locksley town, in merry Nottinghamshire, 

In merry sweet Locksley town. 
There bold Robin Hood was bom and bred^ 

Bold Robin of famous renown. 

The father of Robin a forester was, 

And he shot with a lusty strong bow, 
TVo north-country miles and an inch at a shot. 

As the pinder of Wakefield does know ; 

For he brought Adam Bell, and Clim of the clough. 

And William a Clowdesle, 
To shoot with a forester for forty marks. 

And the forester beat them all three. 

His mother was niece to the Coventry knight. 
Which Warwickshire men call Sir Guy ; 

For he slew the blue boar that hangs up at the gate^ 
Or my host at the bull tells a lie. 

Her brother was Gamwel, of great Gamwel-hall, 

A noble house-keeper was be. 
Ay, as ever broke bread in sweet Nottinghamshire, 

And a 'squire of famous degree. 

Tlie mother of Robin said to her husband. 

My honey, my love, and my dear. 
Let Robin and I ride this morning to Gamwelj 

To taste of my brother's good cheer. 
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And he said, I grant thee thy boon, gentle Joan j 

Take one of my horses, I pray ; 
The sun is arising, and therefore make haste. 

For to-morrow is Christmas-day. 

Then Robin Hood's father*s grey gelding was brought^ 

And saddled and bridled was he ; 
God wot a blue bonnet, his new suit of cloaths. 

And a cloak that did reach to his knee. 

She got on her holiday kirtie iuid gown. 

They were all of a Lincoln green ; 
The cloth was home-spun, but for colour and make 

It might have beseem'd our queen. 

«And then Robin got on his basket-hilt sword. 

And his dagger on the other side ; 
And said, my dear mother, let's haste to be gone. 

We have forty long miles to ride. 

When Robin was mounted on his gelding so grey. 

His fether, without any trouble. 
Set her up behind him, and bid her not fear, ' ' 

For his gelding had oft carried double. 

And when she was settled, they rode to their neighbousi. 
And drank and shook hands with them all; 

And then Robin, galloped, and never gave o'er. 
Till they 'lighted at Gamwel-hall. 
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And nofW you may think the right worshipful 'squire 

Was joyful his sister to see ; 
For he kiss'd her^ and kiss'd her^ and swore a great oath^ 
I Thou art welcome^ kind sister^ to me. 

The morrow, when mass had been said at the chapel. 

Six tables were covered in the hall : - 
And in comes the 'squire, and makes a short speech \ 
' It was. Gentlemen, you're welcome all. 

But not a man here shall taste my March beer. 

Till a Christmas carol he does sing \ 
Then all clapp'd their hands, and they shouted and sung, 

^Till the hall and the parlour did ring. 

Now mustard and brawn, roast beef and plumb pies, . 

Were set upon every tabib ; 
And noble Greorge Gamwel said, eat and be meny. 

And drink too as long as you're able. 

When dinner was ended, his* chaplain said grace ; 

And be merry, my friends, said the 'squire ; 
It rains and it blows \ but call for more ale. 

And lay some more wood on the fire. 

And now call ye Little John hither to me. 

For Little John is a fine lad. 
At gambols and juggling, and twenty such tricks^ 

As shall make you both merry and glad. 
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When little Jofin came^ to gambols they went, 

Both gentlemen, yeomen, and clowns : 
And what do you think ? why, as true as I live. 

Bold Robin put them all down. 

And now you may think, the right worshipful 'squire 

Was joyful this sight for to see ; 
For he said, cousin Robin, thou go'st no more home. 

But tarry and dwell here with me : 

« 
Thou shalt have my land when I die, and 'till then 

Thou shalt be the staff of my age. 
Then grant me my boon, dear uncle, isaid Robin, 

Hiarlittle John naay be my page. 

And he said, kind cousin, I grant thee thy boon ; 
. With all my heart, so let it be. 
Then come hither. Little John, said Robin Hood, 
Ck)me hither, my page, unto me : 

Go fetch me my bow, my longest long bow. 

And broad arrows, one, two, or three ; 
For when 'tis fair weather, we'll into Sherwood, 

Some merry pastime to sec. 

When Robin Hood catne into merry Sherwood, 

He winded his bugle so clear ; 
And twice five and twenty good yeomen and bold 
-^ Before Robin hood did Appear. 
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Where are your companions all ? said Robin Hood ; 

For still I want forty and three. 
Then said a bold yeoman, lo, yonder they stand. 

All under a green-wood tree. 

As that word was spoke, Clorinda came by. 

The queen of the shepherds w^s she ; 
And her gown was of velvet as green as the grass. 

And her buskin did reach to her knee : 

Her gait it was graceful, her body was stnught. 
And her countenance it was free frcan pride j 

A bow in her hand, and a quiver of arrows 
Hung dangling down by her sweet side. 

Her eye-brows were black, ay, and so was her hair. 
And her skin was as smooth as glass ; ^ 

Her visage spoke wisdom and modesty too ; 
Sets \Yith Robin Hood such a lass ! 

S^ys Robin Hood, fair lady, whither away ? 

O whither, fair lady, away ? 
And she made him answer, to kill a fat buck; 

For to-morrow is Titbuyy-day. 

Said Robin Hood, lady fair, will you wander with me 

A little to yonder green bower } 
There sit down to^est you, and you shall be sure 

Of a brace, or a leasb> in an hoiur ? . r . 
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And as we were going towards the green bower^ 

Two hundred good bucks we espied ; 
She chose but the fattest that was in the herd. 

And she shot him thro' side and side. 

By the faith of my body, said bold Robin Hood, 

I never saw woman like thee ; 
And com'st thou from east, or com*st thou from west, . 

Thou need'st not beg venison of me. 

However, along to my bower you shall go. 

And taste of a forester's meat ; 
And when we come thither, we found as good cheer, 
^ As any man needs, for to eat. 

For there was hot venison, and warden pies cold. 
Cream clouted, and honey-combs plenty ; 

And the servitors they were, besides Little John, 
Good yeomen at least four and twenty. 

Clorinda said, tell me your name, gentle sir; 

And he said, 'tis bold Robin Hood; 
'Squire Gamw^l's my uncle, but all my delight 

Is to dwell in the merry Sherwood ; 

For 'tis a fine life, and 'tis void of all strife. 

So 'tis. Sir, Clorinda replied,. 
But ch. ! said bold Robin, how sweet would it be. 

If Clorinda would be my bride ! 
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She blush'd at the motion ; yet ajpter a pause. 

Said, yes. Sir, and with all my heart : 
Then let us send for a priest, said Robin hoodp. , 

And be married before we do part. 

But she ^aid, it may not be so, gentle Sir, 

For I must be at Titbury feast ; 
And if Robin Hood will go thither with me, 

I'll make him the most welcome guest. 

Said Robin Hood, reach me that buck. Little John, 

For ril go along with my dear ; 
And bid my yeomen kill sfat brace of bucks, 

And meet me to-morrow just here. 

Before he had ridden five Stafibrdshire mil^s. 

Eight yeomen that were too bold, 
Bid bold Robin Hood stand, and deliver his buck ; 

A truer tale never was told. 

I will not, faith, said bold Robin : come, John> 

Stand by me, and we'll beat them all. [slash'd 'em. 

Then both drew their swords, and so cut 'em and 
That five of the eight did fall. 

The three that remain'd call'd to Robin for quarter. 
And pitiful John begg'd their lives. [counsel. 

When John's boon was gran^d, he gave them good 
And so sent them home to their wive». 
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This battle was fought near to 'Rtbury town. 

When the bag-pipes baited the bull : 
Fm the Hug of the fidlers, and I swear 'tb a truth ; 

And I call him that doubts it^ a gull ; 

For I saw them fighting, and fidled the while ; 

And Clorinda sung, ^^ Hey deny dowfa ! 
*' The bumkins aje beaten ; put up thy sword. Bob ; 

*^ And now let's dance into the town/' 

Before ^e cam^e in we heard a great shouting. 

And all that were in it look'd madly ; 
For some were a bull-back, some dancing a morrice. 

And some singing Arthur a-Bradley ; 

And there we saw Thomas, our justice's clerk, 

And Mary, to whom he was kind ; 
For Tom rode before her, and call'd Mary, madam, 

And kiss'd her full sweetly behind ; 

And so may your ivorships* But we went to dinner. 

With Thomas and Mary, arid Nan ; 
They all drank a health to Clorinda, and told her 

Bold Robin Hood was a fine man. 

When dinner was ended. Sir Roger the parson 

Of Dubbridge was sent for in haste ; 
He brought his mass-book, and he bad them^take hands. 

And he joined them in marriage full fast. 
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And then as bold Robin Hood and his sweet bride 
Went hand in hand to the green bower. 

The birds sung with pleasure in merry Sherwood, 
And 't was a most joyful hour. . 

And when Robiu c^^^fi^^t of the bower^ 

Wliere are my yeomen ?, said he : 
And Little John answcr'd, lo^ yonder they stand. 

All under a ereen-wood trcje. 

Then a garland they brought her by two and by two. 

And placed it on ilie firide's head : 
The musick struck up, and we all fell to dancing, 

'Till the bride and the groom were a-bed. 

And what they did there must be counsel to me, ^ 

Because they lay long the next day j 
And I made haste home ; but I got a good piece 

Of bride-cake, and so came away. 

Now out, alas ! I had forgotteu to tell ye. 

That married they were with a ring ; 
And so will Nan Knight, or be buried a maiden ; 

And now let us pray for the king, 

Tliat he may get children, and they nmy get more. 

To govern and do us some good ; 
And then I'll make ballads in Robin Hood's bower^ 

And sing them in nierry Sherwood. 
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XVI. 

Robin Hood's Progress to Notdngham^ in which he 
slew fifteen Foresters. 

AOBiN Hood was a tall young man^ 

And fifteen winters old ; , 
And Robin Hood was a proper young mao^ 

Of courage stout and bold. 
Hey down, derry, denfy down. 

Robin Hood went unto fidr Nottingham, 

With the general for to dine ; 
There was he aware of fifteen foresters 

Drinking beer, ale, and wine. 

What news ? what news ? said Robin Hood, 

What news fain would'st thou know ? 
Our king has provided a shooting match. 

And I'm ready with my bow. 

We hold it in scorn, said the fifteen foresters. 

That ever a boy so young 
Should bear a bow before our king, 

That's not able to draw one string, 

rou II, H 
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I'll hold you twenty marks^ said bold Robin Hood^ 

By the leave of our lady. 
That I'll hit the mark an hundred rod. 

And I'll cause a hart to die* 

We'll hold you twenty marks then, said the foresters^ 

By the leave of our lady. 
Thou hit not the mark an hiun^d rod. 

Nor cause the hart to die. : > 

Robin Hood he bent up a noble bow^ 

And a broad arrow he let fly : 
He hit the mark an hundred rod. 

And caused a hart to die. 

Some say he broke ribs one or two. 

And some say he broke three ; 
The arrow in the hart would not^ibide. 

But glanc'd in two or three. 

The hart did skip, and the hart did leap. 

And the hart lay on the ground. 
The wager is mine, said Robin Hood, 

If it were for a thousand pounds. 

The wager is none of thine, said the foresters, 
" Altho' thou be'st in haste. 
Take up thy bow, and get thee hence. 
Least we thy sides should baste. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



OLD BALLADS. 99 

Hobin Hood took up his noble good bow. 

And his broad arrows all amain ; 
And Robin, being plcas'd, began for to smik 

As he went over the plain. 

Then Robin he bent his noble good bow. 

And his broad arrows he let fly. 
Till fourteen, of the fifteea foresters 

Upon the ground did lie. 

He that did the quarrel first begin. 

Went tripping over the plain : 
But Robin Hood bent his noble bow, 

AndfetchM him back again. 

You said, I was no archer, said Robin Hood, 

ButsayscyHow^gtrite; . : . ( 
With that he sent another arrow after him. 

Which split his head in^ twain. 

You have found me. aii archer, says bold Robin Hbod^ 

Which will make your wives to wric^. 
And wish you had never said the word. 

That I opuld not have drawn one string. 

The people that did live in fair Nottingham, 

Came rui^iliHg but amain. 
Supposing to hkve tdken bold Rolmi Hood> 

With the fopesters^ that were slailL 
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^Some lost legs, and some lost arms. 

And some did lose their btood : 
, But Robin he took up hi^ tioMe bbw. 

And is gone to the merry' green wood. 

They carried their forestei^ to &ir Nottinghatn^ 

As many there did know ; 
They digged ,tbfJW.g9i^fffj%^^Wclwrcb.-yw^^ 

And they buried Jt^pijg^^ 



\ 1. /^ Y'icj !>' 

...: . \ , 



XVIL 

ROBm HOOD AND THU JOLLY PINDER OF 
WAKEFIELD. 

1 N Wakefield there lites a jolly pinder, * 
In Wakefield all on the green. 
In Wakefield all on the green : 

There is neither knight nor !squire^said the pinder^ ^ 

Nor baron so bold, . ; 

Nor baron so bold, . ., , ^ 
Dare make a trespass to tjhe Jtownpf Wakefieldi^ 

But his pledge .goes to the pinfold,, . ^ . 

But his pledge goes to the piofdd. 
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All this beheaid three wit^f joting men^ 
^Twas Robm Hood> Swletj^and John 5 

iVkh that they espied tbc JqUy pinder 
As he sat under a tbor% . ; 

Now turn Jigain^ im>W turn again^ said thct lender; j 
For a wrong way you, hay^j^; 

For you havefoi^dcin 4lj# klftg^s^ liigfeway, . 

And made a path over'ih&^thi' " - 
O that were a shame^ said jolly Robin ; 

We being three^ and thou but one. 
The pinder leap'd back then thirty good foot, 

Twas thirty good foot and one. 

He lean'd his back faat to a thorn. 

And his foot.against a ^tpoe ; 
And there he fought a lqi^,summer's day. 

And a summer's day so long, 
^Till that their swords in tjieir broad bucklers 

Were broken fast in their hatids« 

Hold thy hand, hold thy hand, said bold Robin Hood, 

And my meny men every one ; ' 
For this is one of the best pinders 

That ever I tried with a sword. 
And wilt thou liow forsake Ay pinder's craft. 

And live iii the green wood with me } 
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At Michaelmas next my covenant comes out^ 
When every man gathers his fee 5 

Then ril take my blue blade all in my hand^ 
And plod to the green wood with thee. 

Hast either meat or drink, said Robin Hood^^ 
For my i^eny men and mc ? 

I have both bread and beef^ said the pihder^ 

And good ale of the besl^ 
And thi^t's good meat enough^ said Robin Hoodj 

For such Tmbidden guests. 
O wilt thou forsake thy pinder's crajft^ 

And go to the green wood with me ? 

Thou shalt have a livety twice in the year^ 
The one grcen^ and the either brown. 

If Michaelmas once was come and gone^ 
And my master had paid me my fee, 

Then would I set as little by him^ 
As my master doth by me, ' 
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ROBIN HOOD AND THE BISHOP. 

XjOMBf gentlemen all^ and listen a-while^ 
With a hey down^ down, and a down. 

And a story to you I'll unfold j , 
I'll tell you how Robin Hood served the bishop. 

When he robbed him of his gold* 

As it fell out on a sun-sl^iaing day. 

When Phoebus was in his prime. 
Bold Robin Hood, that arcbjer good. 

In mirth would spend some time« 

And as he walked the forest along, - 

Some pastime for to spy^ 
There he was aware of a proud. bishop, 
' And all his company. 

O what shall I do, said Robin Hood then. 

If the bishop he doth take me ? 
No mercy he'll shew imto me, I know : 

Therefore away I'll flee. 
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Then Robia was stxmt^ lihd ttimM^im about^ 
And a little house ^|i004ie> did* spy ; 

And to an old vrify, jfertA save his Kfe^ 
He aloud began fg!^^^) - / 

Why^ who art thou I saidttUb old woman^ 
Come tell to me fo^ gooAb • - w 

I am an outlaw^ as manyfiotkhtiw^] ^ 
My name^ it i3 Robitt Hoodr 

And y<»94<f'9i<^^bidio^ and allhis men : 

And if that I taken: ^ 
Then day and night h^'llwofk niy spite^ 

And hanged I shall be, . 

If thou be Robin Hood^ said the old womafi^ 

As thou dost seem to be^ / 
rU for thee provide^ thy person hide 

Froni the bishop ai\d his company* 

For I remember one Saturday nighty ^ 
Thou brought'st me both Biu^esj and hose ; 

Therefore I'll provide thy petto» td hide^ 
And keep thee from thy foes« 

Then give me soon my <w)at of gmy. 
And take thou my mmsde of green : 

Thy spindle of twiike ymi» me fesign^ 
And take thou my ar»ym so keen, 
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And when Robin Hood was thus aoeayM? 

He went straight to his ccunjftny, 
With his spindle and twijM he ^ l^des befaiod 

For the bishop and his conqpftn|r« 

who is yonder, quoth little^ohn^ ^ • 
That now comes over ttts^lc^i^ * . o or i r . 

An arrow at her I wflld^tfiy^^rii ;; <i. ,7/Hirir: - 
So like an old witch SooU shcfoH ^i n ,^mj r< 

Hold thy handy hold % haBd]C8:iiaiRdbki(HA$^^ then^ 
And shoot not thy arrows $» jkseii :^ i ^i>f'^ V. . . f 

1 am Robin Hood^ thy mastekf gdod|>;i ^^^^^ 'f^'' 

As quickly shall be seen. ^ ; >i^'^< 1 t^ ;:'i' f^ ■ « '^ 

The bishop he cattie to the^rid^'ivofala&'s house^ ' 

And called with a furious ^tnood. 
Come let me see, and biHignunto me 

That traitor Robin Hood, ' 

The old woman he ^t^on amifit-wMte steed^* 

Himself on a dapple^ray ; 
And for joy he had got Robin Hood, 

He went laughing all the (wajT. 

But as they were riding the forest ridiigy ^ ^ 

The bishop he chanc'ditorw see • 
A hundred brave bowmen, stoiit dod bold<^ 

Stand under the green-wood tree^ . 
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O who is yonder, the biahop then said. 
That's ranging within y<»ider wood ? 

Many, says the old womiin, I think it be 
A man called Robia Hood* 

Why, who art thou, the bishop he said^ 

Which I have here with m^ ? 
Why I am a wonian, thou cuckoldly bishop 5 

Lift up my leg, and see^ i i - 

Then woe is me^ the bishop he said. 

That ever I saw this day ! 
He turn'd him about ; but Robin Hood stout 

Call'd to him and bid him stay. 

Then Robin took hold of the bishop's horse. 

And tied him £Eist to a tree i 
Then Little John smil'd his master upon 

For joy of that company. 

Robin Hood took his mantle from his bapk. 

And spread it upon the ground. 
And out of the bishop's portmanteau he 

Soon told five hundred pound. 

Now let him go, said Robin Hood : 
Said little John, That must not be ', 

For I vow and protest he shall sing us a mass^ 
Before that he goes from me. 
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Then Robia Hood took ike hl&hcfp by the hand. 

And bound him fast to 'a tree^ 
And made hun siog a xoass^ God jrot. 

To him and his yeormndmfs > 

And then they hs&n^t him through the wood^ 

And set him (fn his daj^le gray^ 
And gave him iSae tail within his hand^' 

And bid him for ^bin Hood pray* 



XIX. 

ROBIN HOOD AND THE BUTCHER, 

• ' • ( ■' 

GoME^ all you brave gallants, and listen awhile. 
With a hey down, down, and a down, , 

That are this bower within : 
For of bold Robin Hood, that archer good,, 
A song I intend to sing. 

Upon a time it chanced so, 

Bold Robin in the forest did ^spy 
A jolly butcher with a fine mare. 

With his flesh to the market did hie. . 
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Good monow^ good fe}|ow^ said jolly Rbbin^ 
What food hast thou ? tell unto me ; 

Thy trade to me telj^ aud where thpu dost dwell 
For I like well thy cppapauy. 

The butcher he. a^sw^'d irf|y Bobuij 

No matter where I dw^Jj^j^,,^ 
For a butcher I Bm,m^ 4f|,pio9|tiogbam 

I am going my flesb, to{#elt 

What's the price of tl^ .f esh ? said jolly Robin, 

Come tell it imto n^j 
And the price of tby njarq, be she ever so deoTf 

For a butcher I fain wopld be* 

The price of my flesh, the butcher rq>lied, 

I soon 5^1 tell unto thef ; 
With my bonny mare, and they are not too dear. 

Four marks thou musl; give unto me» ' 

Four marks I will give tbe^^wd jolly Bobin^ 

Four marks it shall be thy fee ; 
The ^lO]ley come count, and let me mount. 

For a butcher I fain^ would be. 

Now Eobin he is to Not^ham gone. 

His butcher's trade to begin ; 
With a good intent to the sheriff he went, 

And there he took up his iiin. 
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When other butchers did o|>ei^ their shops, • 

Bold Bobin he then begun'; 
But how for ib sell he knewnfet Well, * 

For a butcher he was but ymihgi 

When other butcheie n» iu^ fedulffsdl, 

Robin got both gold and<fet^' * ' ' 

For he sold more ineat«)/ofifc ^ny ^^ ^ '>'^ >^ 

Than others could do fttf*iKftje^J >^ V^ W'^'>!\ ' ' 

But when he sold his meat ^^aXt"- ' -''^1 ^^^^ ^ 
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No butcher by him could tbri^^'i 
For he sold more meat for one j^htLf^ ^ 
Than others could do for five. - " * ^ ' 

Which made the butchers of Nbtdnghaiil ' 
To study as they did stand, ... 

Saying, Surely h^ was >6me prddigal, 
Thad had sold his fether'^3axkd. 

The butchers stepped uptb^jdHy Rbbin^ 

Acquainted with him' to Ije : ' ' 

Come, brother, one ^aid, we be all rf one trade 
Come, will you gp dine wiA' me^? ',t,;\ . ^ - .> 

Accurs'd be his hearty said:|6W^lte*in, , > , : 
That a4jutcher will deny ;^^ ■ , .• - 

I will go with you, my breffii^tt trUe^ , ,^ t 
As &st as I can hie. ; :o S^ ' ^ 
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But when they to the sheriflF*s house came^ 

To dinner they hied apace ; 
And Robin Hood he the mati must be 

Before them all to say grace. 

Pray God bless us ail> said jolly Robin, 

And our meat within thi^ place 5 
A cup of sack so good will nourish our blood. 

And $0 I end my grace. 

Come fill us more wine, said jolly Robing 

Let's be merry while we stay ; 
For wine and good cheer, be it ever so dear, 

I vow I the reckoning will pay. 

Come, brothers, be merry, said jolly Robin, 

Let's drink, and ne'er give o'er 5 
For the shot I will pajf, ere I go my way, . 

If it costs me five poulndfs or more. ' ' ^* »- 

This is a mad blade, the butchers then said. 
Says the sheriff, he's some prodigal, ' 

That somS'land has-soliftHf silver and gold, -• 
And now he doth menn f6 ispftnd ^.; 

Hast thou any hottihh^HeUMi^^ said the sherijfiF,' 
Good fellow, to sell to me ?' ' • 

Yes, that I have, gobSnlnfa^c^ sheriff, ' 

I have hundreds two or three, • ''^' ' ^ ' 
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And a huncfared acres of good fre^ knd^ 

If you please it for to see ^ 
And I'll make you as good assui-ance of it. 

As ever my father did nac, 

The sheriff he saddled his good palfrey^ 
And took three hundred pounds in gold^ 

And away he went with RoUn.Hood^ 
His homed beasts to behold. 

Away then the sheriff and Robin did ride 

To the forest of merry Sherwood : 
Then the sheriff did say, God preserve us this day 

From a man they call Robin Hood. 

But whien a little ferther they came^ 

Bold Robin he chanc'd to *spy 
An hundred head of good fat deer ' 

Come tripping ^the sheriff fiitt nigh. 

How like you my homed beasts, good master sheriff? 

They be fat and fair to see; 
I tell thee, good fellow, I would I were goncy 

For I like not thy company. 

Then Robin set his horn to his mouth. 

And blew out blasts three ; 
Then quickly anon there came Little John, 

And all his company* 
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What is your will^ mastei:, then said Litde Jdm 

I pray come tell unto me ? 
I have brought hither the sheriff of Nottingham 

This day to dine with thee. 

He is welcome to me then^ said Little John ; 

I hope he wjgrhpi^y p«r^ / : 
I know he has gold^ if it were but well told, 

Will serve us to drink a whole day, 
A-.^n.,' yjh\ 6 0-. 
Then Robin took,hiicii»tteit«pom his back^ 

And laid it upon the gipimd ; 
And out of the.dvtaift'a ^portmanteau he 

Soon told three hundredipound.i ' ' 

Then Robin he brought liim ^Hrough the T^ood, 
And set him on his daf^Ie gray'r 

O have me commended t6' ycWir trife at home. 
So Robin went laughing aVay. ' 
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XX. 



ROBIN HOOD AN»5TtfE TANNER. 

.-''If* V -. ^.:' 

In Nottingham there lived a jolly tanner^ 
With a hey down^ downy aiid.ajioinl,/^ > 

His name is Arthur-a-BIaaidr. 
There is never a sqUiKfriaJKatttBghaliuyre,.! 
Dare bid bold Arthur iojrtatiBl^' 

With a long pike-staff upon his shoulder^ 

So well he can clear his way ; 
By two and by three he ms^de, them to tke. 

For he hath no list to stay* 

And as he went forth one summer's mornings 

Into the forest of merry Sherwood, 
To view the red deer, that run here and there. 

There he met bold Robin Hood. 

As soon as bold Robin did him espy, 
He thought he some sport would midce ; 

Therefore out of hand he bid hun to stand. 
And thus unto him Ixe spake, 

VOL. II. I 
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Why, who art thou, thou bold fellow. 

That rangest so boldly here ? 
In sooth, to be brief, thou Idok'st Uke a thief. 

That comes to steal our king's deer : 

For I am a keeper in this forest ; 

The king puts me in trust ' 
To lode to the deer, th^'ttm^here and there > 

Therefore stop thei^L itfti^. ' 

If thou be'st a keeper in this forest, 
* And hast such a great oomipand. 
Yet you must have more partabMrs in store,. 
Before you make me. to stand* ' ■ 

No, I have no more partakers in store. 

Or any that I do need ; 
But I have a staff of another oak graff,. 

I know it will do the deed. 

For thy sword and thy bow I care not a straw,. 

Nor all thy arrows to boot t 
If thou get'st a knock upon thy bare scop. 

Thou can*st as well sh — t as shoot. 

Speak cleanly, good fellow, said jolly Robin,, 

And give better teritts tintt) me ; 
Else I'll thee correct for thy neglect. 

And mak^ thee more mannerly. 
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Maryy gep with a wenion, qucAh Arthur-a-Bland, 

Art thou such a goodly man } 
I care not a fig for thy looking so big ; 

Mend yourself where you can. 

Then Robin Hood unbuckled his bielt. 
And laid down his bow so Jlopg.: . . i 

He took up a staff of another .q?^:graff> j ... • .> 
That was both stiff and strong. 

. . . v'^j .i; I.. , •• - -.' 

I yield to thy weapon, satd jolly' Rdbin^ 

Since thou wilt not yield to ipine n . . \ 
For I have a staff of another oak graft . 

Not half a foot longer than thine. 

But let me measure, said jolly Robin, 

Before we begin the fray ; 
For I will npt have mine to be longer than thine, 

For that will be counted foul play. 

I pass not folf length, bold Arthur replied. 

My staff is of oak so free ; 
Eight feet and a half, it will knock down a calf> 

And I hope jt will knock down thee* 

Then Robin could no longer forbear. 

But gave him a very good knock i 
But quickly and soon the blood it ran down, 

Before it was ten of the clock. 
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Then Arthur he soon recpv/er'd himself^ 
And gave him a knock 99 the crovi^^ 

That from every side of, Jlobin food's, hcaj 
The blood ran trickling dowi),. 

Then Robin Hood raged Ui^e, a, wiJ4 boar. 

As soon as he saw his own blood : 
Then Bland was ip haste^ he .laid qi\ so fast^ 

As if he had been cleavi^ of wood. 

And about, an^ ^^^^U • ap^, aboijt they went^ 

like two wild boars in a chace. 
Striving to aim each other to maimj, 

Leg, arm, or any other place. . 

And knock for knock they lustily dealt,, 
Which held for two hpurs, or more ;: 

That all the wood rang at every bang. 
They plied their work so sore 

Hold thy hand, hold thy hand^ «aid Bpbin Hoo^^ 

And let our quarrel fall ; 
For here we m^y thrash our bones all to mash,.- 

And get no coin at all : ' 

And in the forest of ipf rry ShervQ<)4 

Hereafter thou shalt be fre^,. 
God ha' mercy for npught j my freedom I boughtij 

I may thank my good staff, and not thee. 
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What tradesman art thotk^ said joHy Robin, 
Good fellow, I prithee me sfi</<v > * 

And also me tell, in what place' Jroii dwbll ? 
For both <rf these fain would l^fehow. 

I am a tanner, bold Arthui^ repilie3. 
In Nottingham long have 1 wrougHt j 

And if thou'lt come therfe, I vW^ahd swear, ' 
rU tan your hide for nought''"^ • ' " ''''' 

God a-mercy, good fellow, said Jolly Robin, * 
Smee thou art so kind and free, ' '^\' ' 

And if thou wilt tan my hide for nought, 
rU do as much for thee. 

And if thou Wilt forsake thy'tanher's trade. 
To live in the green wood with me. 

My name is Robin Hood, I svirear by the rood. 
To give thee both gold' iUti fee. 



If thou be Robin Hood, l)old Arthur replied. 

As I think well thou art. 
Then here's my hand, my name's Arthut-a-Blana, 

We two will never part. 

But tell me, O tell me, where is Litfle John ? 

Of him I fain would hear ; 
For we are aHied by the motheJr*s'slde, ' 

And he is my kinsman dear. 
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Then Robin Hood blew on his bugle horn^ 

He blew both loud and shrill ; 
And quick and anon he saw Little John 

Come tripping over the hill. 

O what is the matter ? theti said Little John^ 

Master^ I pray yoii tell ; 
Why do you stand with your staff in your hand ? 

I fear all' is not' well. ' 

O man, I do stand, and he makes me to stand. 
The tannet that stands by my side J 

He is a bonny blade, and master of his trade. 
For he bas soundly tann'd my hide. 

He is to be commended, then said Little John^ 

If he such a feat <!an do ; 
If he be so stout, we "will hare a bout. 

And he shall tan my hide too. 

Hold thy hand, hold thy hand^ said Ro))in Hood; 

For, as I do understand, 
He's a yeoman gpod oi thy ownblood. 

For his name is ArthwE-fi-Bland., 

Then Little Johp threw his staff away. 

As for as he could fling. 
And ran out of hand to Arthur-a-Bland, 
^ And about his neck did cling. 
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With loving respect there was no neglect, 

They were neither nice nor coy : 
Each other did face witfi a lovefy grace. 

And both did weep for joy. 

Then Robin Hood took them both by the hpnds. 

And danced about the oak, trep^; I 
For three merry men, and three iperrv inen. 

And three merry men we be : 

." '1(1 U.it- .,0' ^! ■' 
And ever hereafter, as long as we live^ ; 

We three will be as one : , , ,,, , 

The wood it shall ring, and the old. wife sing, • 

Of Robin Hood, Arthur, and John. 



XXI. 



ROBIN HOOD AND THE JOLLY TINKER. 

I N summer ,time, when leaves grow green, 
And birds sing on every tree, , a 

Robin Hood went to Nottingham, 
As fast as he could dree. 
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And as he came to Nqft^ham, 

A tinker he did me^/^ ^^ ; 
And seeing him aJusty^j^lgLde> > 

He did him kin^yOTeet: 

Where dost thou dwell? ^quQth J^pbin Rood, 

I pray thee now me tell ; . ^ 
Sad news I hear there is ^^ff4i ^, 

I fear all is not well^j*^ ^, .^^ 

What is that news ? thcL tinker said. 

Tell me without delay : 
I am a tinker by my trade. 

And do live at Banbury. 

As for the news, quoth Rqbin Hopd^ 
It is but, as I hear, ^ 

Two tinkers were set in the stocks. 
For drinking ale and beer^ 

If that be all, the tinker said^^ ^, 

As I may say to you,. . , r 

Your news is not worth a fart, 
Since that they all be true. 

For drinking of good ale and heer,^ 

You will not lose your part, , 
No, by my faith, quoth Robin Hood, 

I love it with all my heart. 
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What news abroad? quofli Robin Hoocf^ 

Tell me what thou dost liear : 
S^ing thou go'st from town' to town, - ^ 

Some news thou needVt'tlbtJfearl 

All the news 1 have, the^ tinker saiS^ 

I hear it is for good;' ^*"''" 
It is to seek a bold duM^," '^^'^ '' ' ' ^ ' 

Which they call Robin HoU: - ' ' ' ' . '^ ^ 

I have a warrant from the kipe ♦ 

To take him where I can : 

if you can tell me where he IS, . 

• . V . J'ijd *'. '..1 

1 will make you a man. 

The king would ^ve an hundred pounds. 

That he could but him see : 
And if we can but now him get, 

It wijl serve thee and me. 

Let me see tilie warrant' said Robb Hood, 

I will see if it be right. 
And I will do the best t can 

For to take him this night. 

That will I not, the tinte'r ^aid. 

None with it will I Irust- ' 
And where he is if youll not tell, 

Take him by force I must. " 
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But Bobin Hood perceiving well 
How then the gaine would gOy 

If you would go to Nottingham, 
We shall find him, I know. 

A crab-tree stafFthe tinker had. 
Which was both good, aqd strong ; 

'Bobin he had a good strong blade : 
So they wept both along; 

And when t!iey cam^ to Nottingham, 
There they took up their inn; 

And they called for ale and wine. 
To drink it was no sin. " 

But ale and wine they drank so fast^ 

That the tinkef he forgot 
What thing he was about to do : 

It fell so to his lot. 

That, while the tinker felt asleep, 

Bobin made haste away. 
And left the tinker in the lurch. 

For the great shot to pay. 

But when the tinker di<i awake^ 
And saw that he was gone. 

He called out then for the'host. 
And thus he made his moan : 
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I had a warrant {raai the king^ 

Which might have done me good ; 
That is to take a bold outlaw ' 

Some call him Robin Hpod: 

But now the warrant and paonejf is gone. 

Nothing I have to pay • 
And he that promiise J to be my frlend« 

is ffone and fled away. 

That friend^ you speak of, said the hq?t. 

They call him Robin Hood; ,^ 
And when that he first met with you,. 

He meant you little good- 
Had I but known it had been Ije, 

When that I had him here. 
The one of us should have tried our might. 

Which should have paid full dear. 

In the meantime I will away. 

No longer here^ I'll bide ; 
But I will go and seek him out, 

Whatever me betide. 

But one thing I would gladly know. 

What here I have to pay : 
Ten shillings just/ then sadd the host. 

VU pay you without delay ; 
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Or else take here my working bag. 
And my good hammer too ; 

And if I light but on thekMare, 
I will then soon pay^you. 

The only way, then said the host. 
And not to stand in feaf, * ' 

Is to seek him am6ng the parts. 
Killing of the king's fie^f!' " 

The tinker he then went with speed. 

And made then no delay. 
Till he had found bold Robin Ilood, 

That they might have 'a fray. 

At last he spied him in a park. 

Hunting then of the deer. 
What knave is that, qiioth Robin HoocT, 

That doth come me so near ? ' 

No knave, no knave, the tinkier said. 
And that you soon shall kno\r;* 

Whether of us has done any wrong. 
My crab-tree staff shall shew. 

Then Robin drew his gallant blade. 

Made then of trusty steel : 
But the tinker he laid on so fast. 

That he made Robin reel. 
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Hien Robin's mg^i 4id m^ ; 

He fought right muxit^lfy 
Until he had made tl)^. t}||l^ 

Then almost fit to fly,^ , , 

With that they kid ^^pu^, ?S?^>i «... 

And plied their weapox^^fe^t^j^^^.^ ^ .. 
The tinker thrashMjij|^^^go;;s:,^^ , 

That he made him yi^^j^^l^^^ ^^, ^, 

A hoon, a boon, th^ lf0xf^^(^pe^^.!^ . .^ . 

If thou will grant it m^^f^^, , ,.^ „,„|j ..,, . 
Before I do it, the tinker, s^^i , .,,,+ 

ril hang thee osn^this^tre^^^. 

But the tinker looking; hivi a)l?puty . 

Robin his horn did blp^y : 
Then came unto him l4tt)b^ J^obn^ . 

And Will Scarlet alsp. 

What is the matter H gjuoth little John ; 

You sit on the highway side : 
Here is a tinker that stands by. 

That hath well paid my hide« 

What tinker then ? said Little John^ 

Fain that blade would I see ; 
And I would try what I can do 

K he'll do as much for me. 
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But Rohin he then wishM them hoth 
They would the quarrel cfease^ 

That henceforth we may be as one, 
Arfd ever live in peace. 

And for the jovial tinker's part, 
A hundred pounds Til give 

In a year to( maiBtaiii him^ W, *' ' 
As long as he doth live. ' 

In manhood he is a mettled man^ 
And a metal man by trade ^ 

Never thought I that any man 
Should have made me so afraid. 

And if he will be one of us. 
We will take all one fare. 

And whatsoever we do get. 
He shall have his full share. ' 

So the tinker he was content 

With them to go along^ 
And with them a part to take : 

And so I end my song. 
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XXII. 

ROBIN HOOD AND ALLEN-A-DALE, 

CjojaB listen to me, you gallants so free. 
All you that love mirth for to hear, . 

And I will tell you of a bold outlaw. 
That lived in Nottinghamshire, 

As Robin Hood in the forest stood, 

All under the green-wobd tree. 
There was he aware of a brave, young man. 

As fine as fine could be. 

The youngster was doathed in scarlet red,. - 

In scarlet fine and gay ; 
And he did frisk it over the plain, 

And chaunted a round-de-lay. 

As Robin Hood next morning stood 

Amongst the leaves so gay. 
There did he 'spy the same young num 

Come drooping along the way. 
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The scarlet he wore theUay hefore. 

It was clean cast away ; 
And at every step he fetched a sigh, 

^^ Alack and a-well-a-day I" 

Then stepM forth brave Idttle John^ 

And Midge the miller's son^ 
Which made the young man bend his bow^ 
- When as he see them come. 

Stand off, stand off^ the young mftn said^ 

What is your will with me ? 
You must come before our master straight^ 

Under yon green-wood tree. 

And when he came bold Robin before, 

Robin ask'd him courteously, 
O, liast thou any money to spare 

For my merry men and me ? , 

I have no money, the young man said, " 

But five shillings and a ring ; 
And that I have kept this seven long years, 

To^have it at my wedding. 

Yesterday I should have nf^drried a mdd. 
But she soon from me was ta'en. 

And chosen to be an old knight's delight. 
Whereby ipy poor heajrt is slain. 
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What is thy name ? then said Robin Hood^ 

Come tell me without any fail. 
By the fidth of my body, then said the young man, 

JMy name it is Allen-a-Dale. 

What wilt thou give me, said Robin Hood, 

In ready gold, or fee. 
To help thee to thy true love again. 

And deliver her up to thee ? 

I have no money, then quoth the y^ung ns^n, 
No ready gold or fee ; \ » ,i ., 

But I will swear upon a book,^ ^ • , / 
Thy true servant to be. 

How many miles is it to tliy trup love ? 

Come tell me without any guile. ^ 

By the faith of my body, then s$ud the young man. 

It is but five little miles. 

Then Robin he hasted over the plain, 

He did neither stint or lin. 
Until he came unto the church 

Wh^re Allen should keep his wedding. 

What hast thou here, the bishop then said, 

I prithee now tell unto m€i } -.; 

I am a bold harper, quoth Robin Hood, 
And the best in the north country. 
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Digitized 



byGoogk 



ISO OW BALLA©Sv 

O welcome, O welcome, the bishop then said ;' 

That music best pleaseth nie. 
You shall have no music, qifoth Robin Hood> 

^Till the bride and the bridegroom I see« 

With that came in a weakhy knight. 

Which was both grave and bid j 
And after hiibift finikinl&S'^iii ^ 

Did sliine like the^ittedn^lgold.. 

This is not a fit mat£ll,^^otil boM Robiti Vlood, 
That you do seem to make here 5 / 

For since we are come udto the diurcb, - ' 
The bride shall choose' her ovm^deaxi r . * . 

Then Robin Hood put hb hortit'td his tMutb, 
And blew out blasts two oi^4hitee : ' 

Then four and twenty bl^wmeobiAd 

Come leaping over the lee> ^ '"J a . . '. ). 1 

And when they came into «he<'(d!^i^«6^^^d]^ 

Marching all on a row, • > ^^ 

Tlie first man was Allen-^<*I>s^)e, 

To give bold Robin his bow. . 

This is thy true love, Robin he said. 

Young Allen, as I hear say ; 
And you shall be married at the same time 

Before we depart away. 
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That shall not be^ the. bishop he said, 

For thy word shall not stmid 5 
They shall be thfee times aak^d ia tlie churcb^ 

As the law is of our land4 ' •': 

Robin Hood pull'd ofTthtt bisfaR^'S^coat^ 

And put it upon Little Joliii : 
By the faith of my body^ thea^Bbbiahd said, 

Hm cloth doth make thsfiia^ihiKi. in <^l.; ^ 

When Lattle John- went to the. Qhgalr^ • 
The people began to laugh^^ i ^ i. • . 

He ask'd them seven <ioiies< in the ohurc)»y 
Least three times should not be< enough. 

Who gives this maid } said Little John« 

Quoth Robin Hood^.Tha^do I; 
And he that takes het firom AUea*a*DaIe^ 

Full dearly shall her buy. 

And thus having ended, this soerry wedding. 
The bride she look'd like a queen ; 

And so they return'd to the merry green wood^ 
Amongst the leaves so green. 
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xxm. 



ROBIN HOOD AND THE SHEPHERD. 



Aix gentlemen, and yeomen good, 

I wish you to draw near ; 
For a story of bold Robin Hood 

Unto you I will declare. 

As Robin Hood walked the forest along, 

Some pastime for to 'spy. 
There he was aware of a jolly shepherd^ 

That on the ground did lie. 

Arise, arise, said jolly Robin^ 

And now come let me see 
What's in thy bag and bottle, I say ? 

Come tell it unto me. 

What's that to thee, thou proud fellow ? 

Tell me as I do stand ; 
What liast thou to do with my bottle and bag ? 

Let me see thy command. 
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My sworfl^ that hangeth by my side. 

Is my command^ I know ; 
Come^ let me taste of thy bottle. 

Or it may breed thee woe. 

The devil a drop, thou proud fellow, . /l 

Of my bottle thou shalt see. 
Until thy valour here be tried. 

Whether thou 'It fight or flee. 

What shall we fight for? said Robin Hood, 

Come tell it unto me ; 
Here's twenty pounds in good red gold. 

Win it and take it thee. 

The shepherd stood all in amaze. 

And knew not what to say ; 
I have no money, thou proud fellow. 

But bag and bottle I will lay. 

I am content, thou shepherd .swain, ; ' 

Fling them down on the ground ', 
But it will breed thee mickle pain, ' ' 

To win my twenty pound. 

Come draw thy sword, thou proud fellow, ^ it- . : 

That standest too long to prate ; :* ; 

This hook of mine shall let thee know, 
A coward I do hate. 
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So they fell to it fiill hard and sore^ 

It was on a summer^s day. 
From ten to four in th^ afternoon 

The shepherd held him in play. 

Robin's buckler prov'd his chief defence. 

And sav'd him many a .Wn^ ; ^ 
For every blow tte shepher^'s^riick 

Made Robin's sword c¥j^ tivang : 

Many a sturdy blow the shepherd gave. 

And that bold Robin found, 
'TDl the blood ran trickling from his bead. 

Then he fell to the ground. 

• 
Arise, arise, thou proud fellow> 

And thou shalt have fair play, 
If thou wilt yield before thou go. 

That I have won the day. 

A boon, a boon, cried bold Robin ; 

If that a man thou be^ 
Then let me have my bugle horn. 

And blow out blasts but three. 

Then said the shepherd to bold Robin, 

To that I will agree ; " 
For if thou should'st blow till to-morrow morn, 

I scorn one foot to flee. 
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Then Robin he set bishoicn to^ hi$ mouthy 
And he blew with might sofd imip> 

Until he 'spied Little Job^^^ . , . 
Come tripping over the plai^r^ r 

Who is yonder^! 

That com^s d< 
Yonder is John, jin,„ 

Shall fight wit 






Wh^t is the matter } said jLittle^ Jphn^ ^ 
Master, come tell uqto me ;^ . , , , 

My case is sad, said Robin Hop^, . , 
For the shepherd hath conquered me. 

I am glad of that, cries Litd^e Jphn ; 

Shepherd turn thou to me ; 
For a bout with thee I mean to have. 

Either come fight or flee. 

With all my heart, thoi| proijd fejilowj 

For it never shall be said, 
Tliat a shepherd's hook at thy sturdy look 

Will one jot be dismayed. 

So they fell to it fidl hard and sore^ 

Striving for victory. 
I will know, says John, er/e we give o'er^ 

Whether thou wilt fight or flee. 
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The shepherd gave John a sturdy blow 
With the hook under his chin : 

Beshrew thy hearty said Little John^ 
Thou basely do3t bej^^ 

Nay^ that is nothings said die shepherd ; 

Either yield to me the.day^ • 
Or I will bang thee bacjt anc^rS^ides 

Before thou goest thy way. 

What dost'thou think^ thou proud fellow. 
That thou can'st conquer me ? 

Nay, thou shalt know, before I go^ 
rU fight before rU flee. 

Again the shepherd laid on him, 

The shepherd he begun : 
Hold thy hand, cried jolly Robin ; 

I will yield th^ wager wpp. 

With all my heart, said Little John, 

To that I will agree ; 
For he is the flower of shepherd swainsj^ 

The like I ne'er did see. , 

Thus have you heard of llobin Hood, 

Also of Little John j 
How a shepherd swain did conquer them. 

The like was never known, 
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XXV. 

ROBIN HOOD'S MEETING AND FIGHTING 
WITH HIS COUSIN SCARLET. 

Comb listen awhile, you gendemen all^ 

That are this bower within ; 
Fot a story of gallant Robin Hood 

I purpose now to begin. 

What time of day ? quoth Robin Hood then : 

Quoth Little John^ 'tis in the prime : 
Why then we will to the greenwood- gang^ 

For we have no victuals to dine. 

As Robin Hood rode the forest along. 

It was in the midst of the day; 
There he was aware.of a deft young man. 

As ever walk't on the way. 

His' doublet wais of silk, 'tis siid, - 

His stockings \itse scarlet shone : - 
And bravely he walk'd along the wtt)^ 

To Robin Hood then unknown,. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



13$ QJbPBA]iIiAI>9. 

A herd of deer was in .ih^ k^ni, 

AH feeding befoie bfe fuse ^ 
Now the best of yi(Mil!li(h^y« to my dinner^ 

And that in a little spac«« 

Now Ihe stnuag^i: Hen^dertDd imclde adoy 
^But he bent a right good bow; . 
And the best of all.th^tlieQlr he slew> 
Full forty yards him frakl' * 

Well shoi;>k9BU bho^said Bxi>m tben^ 

That shot it wais in timQ-; 
And if thou Mit aoirqpt^of the*flaeey • 

Thou shall be a bold yeoman of iii&ifi4 •, > 

Go play the chi?an> tb^ri»toang;ee'tben w4»> 

Make haste and quickly, go^. . 
Or with my fist, be sui«:$ifitbis>: 4. . « . 

FUgivc thee buffets sto*. , r,;.j, jt ■ , 

Thou had'st not best buffet. C9% q»otfhQobiiv Hood; 

For altho' I am forlorn, . . ^^ « • ♦.! ; . . , 
Yet I have thofi^ will take my p^>,.. . 

If X do blow my horn, . ■ :j .,; . , ,. 

Thott bad'st not best i»wi^j% l^wp^.^e strafi^B^ mip 

Be'st thou never so oHi^ in luiste. 
For I can draw a good broadsiwid. 

And quickly cut die blast 
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Then Robin Hood bent a v^y good h&^y 

To sboot^ and that he would ftun ; 
The stranger he beiit a vesy ^Ood bow. 

To shoot at bold Robin agaia.' 

Hold thy haind, hold thy hand, quoth Hobm Hood, 
To shoot, it would bo^iiit ^iskt^ r ■ ■ : 

For if we shoot the one tJilkoHbttiry .> !> . 
The one of us must be slain^t u.n. iuis '. ? 

But let^i take our swords aild otHi: broad tkraklers. 
And gang under yonder tree* ? ' ►' 'i - '- 

As I hope to be sav'd^.th&atnsigcp^ he sai<^ . r 
One foot I will notJbei' * ^ • "' . • ^ » 

Then Bobin Hood knt 43be ^fftfanger a blow, 

*Most scared him out of his wits? 
. Thou never felt blow, the stianger he said. 

That shall be better quits* ' ^ 

The stranger theri with a* good hrbad sword 

Hit Robin on the crown. 
That from every hair of bold Robin Hood^s head 

The blood ran trickling down. 

q«d-a-mer(7, goodtdl^w^^iiaA Robin Hood Aefi, 
And for this that thou li«itMione, '^ 

Tell me, good fellow, wfab'«lKM[f iut, , 

Tell me where thou do'st wto* 
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The stranger fken answered hold Robin Hoo^ 

lil tell thee where I do dwell ; 
In Maxfield-town I was born and bred. 

My name is young GamweL 

For killing, of my father's steward^ 

I am forc'd to this English wood. 
And for to seek an uncle of mine. 

Some call him Robin Hood. 

But art thou a cousin of Robin Hood then ? 

The sooner we shall have done : 
As I hope to be sav'd, the stranger then said, 

I am his own sister's son. 

But, lord ! what kissing and courting was there. 

When these two cousins did greet ! 
And they went all that summer's day. 

And I^ittle John did not meet. 

And when they met with Little John, 
He tlien unto him did say 5 

master, pray where have you been. 
You have tarried so long away ? 

1 met with a stranger^ quoth Robin Hood, <i 

Full sore he hath beaten me ; 
Then I'll have a bout with him, quoth Little John, 
And tiy if he can beat me. 
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no, O no, quoth Robin Hood then, 

Little John, it may not be so ; 
For he is my own dear sister*s son. 

And cousins I have no more. 

But he shall be a bold yeoman of mine. 

My chief man next to thee ; 
And I Robin Hood, and £hoii Little John, 

And Scarlet he shall be. " ' 

-. ' > 

And we'll be three of the bravest outlaws' 

That live in the north country. 
If thou wilt hear more of bold Robin Hood, 

In the second part it will be. 
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SECOND PART, 

]Xobiq Hood^ Will. Scarlet^ and Little John's vic- 
tory over the Princje coi Arragon and the twra 
Giants; and how; Will. Scarlet mairied ibe 
Princess. 



Now Robin Hood> Will, Scarlet, and Little John^ 

Are walking over the plain. 
With a good fat buck, which Will. Scarlet 

With his strong bow had slain. 

Jog on, jog on, cries Robin Hood, 

The day it runs fidl fast ; 
For tho' my nephew me a breakfkst gave^ 
* I have not broke my fast. 

Then to yonder lodge let us take our way, 

I think it wond'rous goiod, 
Where my nephew by niy bold yeomen. 

Shall be welcomed unto the green wood. 
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With that he took the bugle horn. 

Full well he could it blow ; 
Straight from the woods oame marching down 

One Jiundred tall fellows and mo. 

Stand, stand to your arms, cries WilL S,earlet| 

Lo the enemies are within ken ; 

With that Robin Hood he latighed aloud, 

Ciying they are my bold yeomen« 

j'l* > . .'// JiooTT ■ 

Whx) when they arrVd, and Ro1>lii ^pi^ ' '' 
Cried, Master, what is you/ wilt?' '''' '^ 

We thought you had in danger been, '^ ' 

Your horn did sound so shrill. 

Now nay, now nay, quoth Robin Hood, 

The danger is past and gone \ 
I would have you welcome my nephew here. 

That has paid me two for one. 

In feasting and sporting they spent the day, 

'Ull Phoebus sunk into the deep \ 
Then each one to his quarters hied^ 

His guard there for to keep. 

Long had they not walked within ^he green woO^' 

But Robin he was espied .. :; 

Of a beautiful damsel all alooei 
That on a black palfrey did ride. 
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Her riding^suit was of s&bte-hue tilack^ 

Cyprus over her face. 
Through which her rbsfe-like cheefcs did blush^ 

All with a comely grace. * • ^ 

Come tell me the cause, thou pfetty one, ' 

Quoth Robin, and tell iiie right. 
From whence thou com^st, and whither thou go'st. 

All in this mournful plight ? 

From London I came, the damsel replied. 

From London upon the Thames, 
Which circled is, O grief to tell ! 

Besieg'd with foreign arms, 

By the prdud prince of Arragon, 

Wlio swears by his martial hand, 
To have the princess to his spouse^ 

Or else to waste- this land, - 

^cept the champion can be found. 

That dare fight three to three, - 
Against the prince and giants twain. 

Most horrid for to see ; 

Whose grisly lopks, and eyes like teaads, . 

Strike terror where they come, . 
With serpents hissing on their he'Im$> 

Instead of feather'd plume. 
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The princess shall be the victor's prize^ 

The king hath voVd and said ; 
And he that shall the conquest win^ ' 

Shall have her to his bride. 

Now we are four damsek sent abroad, 
To the east, west, north, and souths 
^ To try whose fortune is so good. 
To bring these champions forth : 

But all in vain we have sought about. 

But none so bold there are. 
That dare adventure life and blood. 

To free a lady bSr. 

When is the day ? quoth Robin Hood, 

Tell me this, and no more. 
On midsummer next, the damsel said^ 

Which 'is in June, twenty-four. 

With that the tears trickled down her cheeks. 

And silent was her tongue ; 
With sighs and sobs she took her leave. 

And away her palfrey sprung. 

This news struck Robin to the heart. 

He fell down on the grass ; 
His actions, and his troubled mind, 
Shew'd he perplexed was. 
yoL. II. L 
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Where lies your grief? quptk Will. Scarlet, 

O master^, tell to mc;^, 
If the damsel's eye^ have pierc'd yoorheart^ 

ril fetch her back tp thee. 

Now nay, now n9ty» ijpiM)tbi Robin Hood, 
She does not caii^)i|Vyy^ipart;. 

But 'tis tjie ppoi:. disti^s^'dj^jrinpess 
That wounds me Jio^,tJ>e lieart. 

rU go and fight th^.gj^nts all^ 
_ To set the lady fifqe,. 
The devil take ^y.^oul, quoth little Jphn, 
If I part with thy comp^ny^ 

Must I stay behii}4.? .ftwth.Will. Scaylet, 

No, no, that must not bej 
ril make the third majU in the fight^ 

So we shall be three to thr^e. 

These words cheer'd Robin ^ to the heart, 

Joy shone upon his face ; 
Within his arms he hugg'd them both. 

And kindly did embrace. 

Quoth he, We'U.puton.motley grey, 
With long staves in oi^r hands, 

A scrip and bottle by our siijes. 
As come from the. holy lands. 
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So we may pass along the highway. 

None will ask us from 'whence we came, 

But take us pilg^ms fdr to be,' 
Or else some holy mto. ' 

Now they are on their joUrEey gWie, 
As last as they may speed ; ' " ' 

Yet for all their haslt^i ^ete they arrive ' 
The princess forth washed, ' ' "' 

N 

To be deliver'd to the p^hce. 

Who in the list did standy ' ' *^ 

Prepar'd to fight, or else receive 

His lady by the hand. 

With that he walked about the list, 

Witli giants by his side ; 
Bring forth, said he, your champions. 

Or bring me forth my bride : ^ 

This is the four and twentieth day. 

The day prefixM upon ; 
Bring forth my bride, or London burns, 

I swear by Alcaron. " - 

Then cries the- king, and' queen likewise. 

Both weeping as they spake, '^ 
Lo ! we have brought our d . ghter dear,' 

Whom we are forcM to forsake. 
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With that stept out bQW,|lobin Hoo^ 
Cries, my liege, it^nwst no* b^ so; 

Such beauty as the fair priacq^s 
Is not for a tyrant'^ ^uqw^. . 

>. /■ 
The prince 1^^ th?n, Ipsi^gHnf jte storm,. 

Cries, fool, iwat^dfi b^lbooa 1 
How dare yQj^^^stopjiJB^BV^tettr's j^izepj 

rU kill thee wi^^ii^ift^i^' ■ 

Thou tyrant, Tufkf.titiou^' infidpl,. A 
Thus Robin l?Qg^,, to. arpply, . 

Thy frowns I scora; .IqtJ herd's pay gage^ 
And thus I thee defy. ,.. 

And for those twQ Qolialw.tbeire^ ' 

That stand on either side,. 
Here are two little Davida by . <■ 

That soon can tamje their pi^ide. . 

Then the king did ft>r,armpwr.$end,. 

For lances, swords, -andi^ij^l ; 
And thus all three in anj)»our,bT^t 

Came marching into the. fieW. , . 

Thfe trumpets beg^tp.sowqd akcharg^ 
Each singled put bis man ; x. . i , . 

Their arcn^ in pieces soon. were hew'd> 
Blood sprang fr^m eyery vein* 
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The priacc reach'd Robin Hood a blow, 
* He struck with might and main. 
Which made him Ted about the field, 
As though he had' been slain. 

God-a-mercy, quo(h"IteMn, for that blow 

The quarrel skatt'^oon'be tried ; 
This stroke shaU dte^'atfttlLdirorce 

Betwixt thee and ^^bride. ' ' 

So from his shoulden hfe'^t his head, •' 

Which, on the ground diii fell, ' 
And gvttmbled scm« at Robin Hood, 

To be so dealt withal.'* . . /. « 

The giants then^begah to rage 

To see their prince lie dead ; 
Thou wilt be the ttert, sajrs little John, » 

Unless thou guard iliy head. 

With that his falchlbn Ke whirlM about. 

It was both keen '&nd sharp ; 
He clave the gfent to the belt. 

And cut in t^tt' hii heart. 

Will. Scffldiet' well htfd play'd his part. 
The giant he brotfght td his knee ; 

Quoth Will. The deril ca&ftot break hi^ fait. 
Unless he have you'atl tHree. 
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So with has falchion he run hun thnH^b^ 

A deep and ghastif w^DUiid ; 
Who damn'd and foam'd, cursed and Uasphem^d, 

And then fell to dis ground. 

Now al) the lists with shouts jwere £11- d^ 

The skies Aej^ dSi resound. 
Which bijought the ^ces» to herscOf^ 

Who had fallen dntdi a swoon. 

The king and qfueen^ and princess fau> 

Came walking to. tlue>placey . 
And gave Aech^dxqprions'nifmy thanks^ 

And did them farther grace. 

Tell me, quoA thp king, whence you are. 

That thus disguised came, 
Whose valour speaks Aat nobl6 blood 

Doth run through eivety yein. 

A boon, a boon, quoth RobSn H6bd, 

On my knees I beg and craT«e. 
By my crown, quoth the king, I grant 5 

Ask what, and thou shak ha¥e« 

Then paidon I beg for nqr merry men. 
Which are in the green wood. 
For Little John and Will. Scarlet, 
And for me, bold Robin Hood. 
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All: them Ibbm Hood ?; qiroth t^^ 

For thy valour tlMmiiT^ slkevhuy 
Your pardon I do freely graait^v 

And welcome every tMie.*' ' 

The princess I promised tiie victor's prize^j 

She cannot liave/ you ifl -three. 
She shall chusey quoth! i(obin ;> sakbliittle J6hn, 

Then little share feltoitb m& i ' ul - . / 

Then did the princess view «U three^ <•' > 
With a comely loyely^graccy v / i.* > 

And took Will. Scarlet by the hand^ » 
Saying, here I make iny cbdtt. ' • 

With that a noble lord stept forth. 

Of Maxfield earl was^be> 
Who look'd WilLScaiiet in the &ce, 

Then wept most tittserly* 

Quoth he, I had & son like thee. 

Whom I lov-d woi^o^ wtf 5 
But he is gone, or ratber'^dead. 

His name it is young Qamwel. 

Then did Will. Scarlet fa}l oti hid kneea, 

Cries, father, father, her^. 
Here kneels y<nit* «oa, your yo^ng G&mwel, 

You said, you lovM so disar. 
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But, lor^^ what embracing and kissing was theie 

When all these friends were met ! ' 
They are gone to the wedding, and to ia the bedding. 

And so I bid you good night. 



XXV. 

The famous Battle; betcvieen Robin Hood and the Curtal 
Friar^ near Fountain-Dale. 

1 N summer time, when leaves grow green^ 

And flowers are fresh and gay, 
Robin Hood and his merry men 
' Were all disposed to play. 

Then some would leap, and some would run^ 

And some would use artillery ; 
Which of you can a good bow draw, 

A good archer for to be ? 

Which of you can kill a buck ; 

Or, who can kill a doe ? 
Or who can kill a hart of Greece 

Five hundred foot him fro* ? 
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Will. Scariet, he did kill a iwK 

And Midge did kill .« doe ; 
And Little John kill'd » hart of Greece 

Five hundred foot hiiajrp'f 

God^s hlessing on thy heart, said Robin Hood, 

That shot such a shot for me ; 
I would ride my horse an hundred miles, 

Ta find one could match thee. 

TTiat caused Will. Scarlet to laugh. 

He laughed full heartily : 
There lives a friar in Fountain-abbey # 

Will beat both hka aild thee. 

The curtal friar in Foimtain-abbey 

Well can a strong bow draw ; 
He will beat you and your yeomen. 

Set them all on a row« 

Robin Hood took a solemn oath. 

It was by Mary free, 
That he would neither eat nor drink 

'Till the friar he did see. 

Robin Hood put on his harness good, 

On his head a cap of steel. 
Broad sword sgad buckler by his side ; 

And they became him weel. 
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He took his bow into his hatti^ 

It was of a trusty ti?ee. 
With a sheaf of arrows by his side. 

And to Fountiiixi-dade went he. 

And coming to fair tbuntain-dalc. 

No farther lvotfldhte*i4de j 
TheneF he ^as awate ^f 'jt 'curtial-friar 

Walking by the -itati^ri-'sldfe. 

The fidarjoad on a^liamess good. 

On his head a cap off steel, * 
Broad sword aid biackler by hig side ; 

And they became him weel. 

Robin Hood lighted from off his horse. 

And tied him to a thorn ; 
Carry me over the water, thou curtal friar. 

Or else thy life's forlorn. 

The friar took Bobin Hood' on his back. 

Deep water he did bestride. 
And neither spoke good word nor bad, 

Till he came on the other side. 

Lightly stept Robin off the friar's tack : 

The friar said to him again. 
Carry me over the water, thou fine fellow. 

Or it will breed thy pain. 
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Robin Hood took .the.fri^r on his back^ 

Deep water he did bestride^ 
And spoke neither good word nor bad^ 

^Till he came on the oth» side. 

Lightly leapt the f;ri«]r,4;^]S<]i)iB iiood's baok : 
Bold Robin sai4j^9ihj,Kn 9jgaiQ> ... 

Carry me over th^.sj^^er, t}a^^ aHdaliriary 
Or it shall bre^^tl^^f^ pai».r . , ,,.,1 . ; 

The friar took B^bin i^ ibia bftdbajgiiii, 
Andstept up tpbfeikafe-5r> .• i-.: 

And 'till4|e canke to^tb^iiiiddte. streamy .< 
Neither good npr loifki 9|wb& he t 

And coming to the micelle stream^ 

Then he threw Robin in ; 
And chuiBe t^ee> cbuse .thee^ fine fellow^ 

Whether thou w^t sink or swim. 

Robin Hood 3wam to a bush of broom^ 

The friar to the wjllow wand : 
Bold Robin Hood is gone to the shore. 

And took his bn^w ia, his hand. 

One of t^. be^t ^qw».Ami£X his. belt 

To the friar he let % ; 
The cur^l friar with his steel buckler 

Did put his anow by- 
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Shoot on, shoot 00, thou fine fdlow, 

Shoot as thou hast begun ; 
If thou shoot ^henef a sttmkner's day. 

Thy mark I will not -shun. ' 

Robin H00& shot qnfie:J»feaing well, 

'Till his arrows al] wiene«gone ; 
They ixffikffh^ m^&s jsmA sted buckler. 

And fought wijthilpig^t'tiid main. 

From ten o'clofdj;.fllativiciy day, 

'Till four in the aftemobn ; 
Then Robin Hood f24^>on hi&icnees, 

Of the friar i^rl)^* a boon^ ' . < 

A boon, a boon, thou cuital friar, 

I beg it on mykaee; • 
Give me leave to <s6t my horn to my mouth, * 

And to blow Mastd tbtee. 

That I will do, said thb eurtal ftkst,' 
Of thy blasts I have no doubt ^ • 
I hope thou'lt blow so passing W6ll, 
, 'Till both thy eyes drop ©wt. 

Robin Hood set MU hom to his BM>uth, 

And blew out blasts ikree : 
Half an hundred yeomfen, withi their bows bent. 

Came ranging over the leew 
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Whose men are tbe»e^ said Ae firiar. 

That come so hastily > . ' ' 
Those are mine^ said Robin Hodd^ 

Friar, what's that to thee ? • 

A boon, a boon, said the^caital friar. 
The like I gavetotbee j^ - ' '^' " 

Give me leave to setft^fistfo ^'J'^dtttfi, 
And to *whute lAattetf 4hrfee/' '^t-* ;* '' 

That will I do,;»W RobiA Hodd/ > » ^^^\ 

Or else I were to bkutn^ «} 
Three whutes in almr^ ftst '" * ' ' 

Would make me gUid nod fafin. 

The £riar he set his fisN: to his mouth. 
And wfauted him whutes three ; 

Half a hundred good band dogd " 
Came running oveu die ke. 

Here is. for ev^' man a d6g. 

And I myself fiHc^thee : 
Nay, by my faith, said Robin Hood, 

Friar, that may ciot be« 

. — 

Two dogs nt onee to RoUn did go. 
The one behind, Ae other before ; 

Robin Hood's mantle of Lincoln green' 
From oflF his back they tore. 
* Whistle. 
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And whether bis men shot east or westj 

Or they shot north or 9011th, 
The.curtal dogs, so taught they were, 

They caught the tantcfw^ in their mouths. 

Take up thy dogs, said lAttlt J dm,. 

Friar, at my bid<fing ^theo. 
Whose man art thou, said the curtal friar. 

Comes here to pra?te ^o me ? 

I am Little John, Robin Hood's man, 

Friar, I will not lie": 
If thou take not thy dogs anon, 

I'll take them up and thee. 

Little John had a bow in hi^ hand. 

He shot with might and main ; 
Soon half a score of the friar's dogs 

Laid dead upon die plain* 

Hold thy hand, good fellow, said, the curtal. friar. 

Thy master and I will agree. 
And we will have new orders taken 

With all the haste that may be. 

If thou wilt forsake fair Fountaitt-<lale 

And Fountain-abbey- free. 
Every Sunday throughout the ye«tf 

A noble shall be thy fee. 
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Every Sunday thrQU^iiaut the year 

Changed shall tby gannent be. 
If tihou wilt gQ to &ir Npttingbam, 

And there remain with m^ 

The curtal friar bad li^eptF^uAtaiB^dale 

Seven long years,..w4 esmit : 
There was neither. kp^gbt^.lqrdi ntwesurl. 

Could make him. yjold b^fii^r^x >>'< -■ 



XXVI. 
- RENOWNED ROBIN HOOD; 

OB^ 

His famous Archery truly related^ in the worthy 
Exploits he performed before Queen Cajtherine 

GrOLD ta'en fronst.the king^s harbingers, 

A3 seldom hath beta seeo, 
And carried by bold (Robia Hood, 

For a present to the queen. 
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If that I live one year to an eod, 
Thus did queen jQatb^tiae say ; 

Bold Robin iipo^l, Fll.be thyfriead. 
And all thy yeomen >gKy. 

The queen is tobmr vhfitfther gone^ 

As fast as she conU-jnor; 
She G^^mtQ JW. 4wr#iyl|»ge^ . 

His name was IlfadiflaldiPartkigton. 

Come thoq(JiMMeSifl>tm«#^dMa loTely page^ 

Come thou hither to me ; • 
For thoufipuH pOtdtJ^iNottiogliainy 

As fast as thou can'ufi dree; 

' And as thou gp'st[ torNioitiiigliam^ 
Search every English v^oody 
Enquire of one good yeoman or another^ 
That can tell thee, of bold Rabin Hood. 

Sometimes he waUc'd.> Bometiaied ke ran. 

As fast as he could wen. 
And when he came to Notitiiigham^ 

There he took vfi ki& km. 

He calla for a bottle^af RJienish y/me. 
And drinks a health.-tatbe queen^ 

Wishing he mighl qof speedily 
Find out jolly Rcdra. . . 



Digitized by LjOOQiC 



There set a yeoman by his side^ ' 
Who said^ Sweet page, tell me 

What is thy butineH, and thy came^ 
So far in the north couotryf 

This is my busineis and niy eanse, 

Sir, I'll tell it you. fbr good^ 
To enquire of one g^ood yeoman or alioAer> 

To tell me of RobiQ'Mood«i 

I'll get my horse betimea In the fiydm> 
Be it by break of day, . •« r 

And I will shew thee hM RMn Hoed^ - 
And all his yeomen gay. 

When tbat he came to Robin Hood'^ plaee^ 

He fell down on his knee^ 
Queen Catherine she does greet you well. 

She greets you well by me. « 

She bid^ you post to Mr London court. 

Not fearing any thing | ^ 
For there shall be a Httle sport. 

And she has sent yoa her tmg* 

Robin Hood took his mantle^fiDiii fait baek. 

It was of Lincoln grec«i. 
And sent it by this k»rdy pe^e, 

>For a present to the queea« 
VOL, lu ^ . M 
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In summer-time^iiRiiic&i lenves gam gseeB, 

'Twas a seemly sight to ^ce>. 
How Robin Hd^ had^(b«st luwsdf 

And all his yeomaadileeu' x . 

He cloathed his. mcnrimiljkicoln ffeen^ . 
And himself in scatl«$.f^^;. i 

Now bold JRolttiD<HQ(^d/J9:Ud. 

And when he^cattuf^a lioitdoa ^omt^ 

He fell down on hioiciiee. 
Thou art welcome^ JLiobksley^ mi the queeoj 

And all thy yeomaikbroe 

The king is into' Fbidbbryifield^ . 

Marching in battle ra;^ . • ' 
And after follows boldk IMm Hood 

And all his yeomen^^y, ^ 

Come hither, Tepus, md Aetki^ . 

Bow-bearer after me ; . , . j ., 
Come measure me oQt wiljh ikis Kae^ , 

How long our itiarkliiust be. 

What is the wageir ? addHh^ quetn^ 

For that I must know b^re ;. 
There hundred tun, fii? Rhenish wine^ 

Three hundred tmi^o6teegr> 
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Three hundred of tbe lattest tucds 

That run on Dallea lee ; ' 
That's a {Hindely wagei^;saidithe.qu€en^' 

That I must needs tell theeu ' ■ ' 

With that bes^xifee <ttie' Cfiflftnithenj ■ . 

Full quickly and filtt' «KSwy : 
Measure no mark for \k§, ifti^ MnrareigQ4icge> 

We wDl shoot at suttiihd iio0BU'>^i b; ;.j - 

Full fifteen iscoreyotir Modts fifaaUr.be^ t ,n • 
Full fifteen scoie shaltiteui: : i> / 

ril lay my bow^ ^id Ciiftonihepi ^ 
ril cleave the wiUow icaiid«. » .. 

With that the kingU s^lm^ ted>ibao^ , 

Till it was three to ooe ; 
With that the ladi«s liegan fi>r to shoiit^ 

Madam, your game is gpiie. 

A boon, a boon, qaten Catherine mes, 

I crave it on my knee, . 
Is there ever a knight of your privy ooimpU 

On queen Catherine's aide will foe ? 

Come hither td me^ Sic Robert Lee^ 

Thou art a knight fiitt good 4 
For I do know by thy ped^:^. 

Thou sprung'st bqfnOam^i^s blood* 
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Come hither to m^, tiloidlfishbp* of Herefordshire, 

For a noble priest wk^'lteC; * '" 
By my silver initre,* saifl^e' bishop fllen, 

ril not bet one peririy. '^* ^ 

The king has archil W^a'cfim ' ' 

Full ready and full right^f^*' '* ' 
And these be strang^%«iy^efae. 

No man knows what^ttte^ Kjght. ^ 

What wilt thou brt ^ §ai* TWWn Hood, 

Thou see'st our ^iM't the wors6. 
By my silver mitw;^hfeti irid 'flie Wshop, 

All the money witWhixiy pime;' - »* 

What is in thy purse ?■ «ktd ^IU>biti Hood ; ^ 
Now throw it on the groutM'. * 

Ninety-nine angeU, said the bishop, 
It's near an hundred pound. ' " 

Robin Hood took his bag'froin^tJi side, 
" And threw it on the green 5"* ' " ' 
Will Scarlet theh went smiling aWay, 
I know who this mbne^'itustVih. 

With that the king's 'archers led tlbotit, 

While if was three to three ; 
With that the ladies gave a shout, 
/ Woodcocl^ beware thy knee. 
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Jt is three to^tkree. ww^jSfd^^e Jking, , 
The next three pays f^ allj^ , ^ , ^ 

Bobin Hood yi^nt af^dfwj^ipjf^fA .^. queen. 
The king^s part shall be^^t^aji^, 

Then Robin Uood jii^^l^^ %\mi,. .,, . . ,; 

He shot it under liand_^^,\ »| .% f^ ,p ^^^, ,^ { 
And Clifton with B^Jf^^^^^mWpii^u- ^.^ ^^ ;. ♦ ' 

He ckve the m)ia^ pR^x>fiw .vvun.! ... 

And little Midg%:tbe.xifl%F^ spfe,| ,;,..it ff;, . 

He shot not mu^ th^jiyt^sfri^ tuo v - 
He shot witla^,a£flger,:9f ^pnj^ 

No^, bishop, be^?a^ ^dBfflEff^ 

A booi^ a bpoflr q^^f^iO^Etberi^ecries^ 

I crave it on my biu:^ Iq^e,.^ .. . 
That you will angry l|f ;?v^,w)ne 

That are of my par^^ j., . ,,., 

They shdl h^ye fojrty.j^5?JP^*^ ^^^^^ 
And forty days to gp^, 

And three times.J^^jiy .tc) sj^rt and play ; 
Then welcom^j /fri?P4. ^F/99v 

Thou a^ welcoiqc^ 6^h|[i,^^i^^ said the queen. 

And so is Little Jolm,. f ^ e t : 
And so is Midge the mil)er'^,soa: 

Thrice welcome every ;P1^« 
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Is this Robin Hood ? the Idog then said. 

For it was told to me. 
That he is slain in the palace gate. 

So far in the north country. 

Is this Robin Hood? quoth the bishop then. 

As it seems well to be ; 
Had I kno^iQf it faadiiii^aift bold ouflaw, 

I would not have bet one penny. 

He took me late one^Sunday night, 

Arid'boiind toe fast to a free. 
And made me sing a AkassV God wot, 

To him and his yeomimdree. 

What, and if I did, says Robin Hood, 

Of that mass I was full fain ; 
For recompence of Aat, he sky^ 

Here's half thy gold again. 

Now nay, now nay, says Little John^ 

Master, that may not be, - 
We must gire gSfts to the kings officers; 

That gold will serve thee and tne. 
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'V- 



XXVII. 

A meny Progress between li<*i]5i.]Hqft^,^ King 

(joME^ you gallants all^-to^you^I .cal]|| 

That now are in thU place 5 
For a song I will sing of Henry our kin|f. 

How he did bold Robin Hood cjbace. 

Queen Catherine^he^di^n a match did make^ 

As plainly doth appear. 
For three hundred tun of good red wine. 

And three hundred tun of beer : 

But yet she had her archers to seek, 
With their bows and arrows so good j 

But her mind it was bept, with a full intefit, 
To send for bold Robin Hpcx^. 
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But when boUibrifittHMibi^ came the^^^ 
Queen Catherine flue^Cd ^fi - c^ -^ ^ 

Thou art welcome, dbioctol^y^ unto ney - > 
And all thy yeoQidii ga^M L a. 

For a match of sb^^vg I hk^e 'misie. 

And thou on my piMrttthuil^ bg. 
If I mia^ iM' mLA,^ll^'liy\^\d^ dark^ 

Then hanged I will l^^H ^ ' "• - 

But whefeotRfe gifee^^dffle^ *e play'd. 

Bold Robiri he th^h ^i^ttr'ntgh 
Wfth hi#iiaft1*^*^^e^tt^ mo6t brn^e to be seen. 

He let his arrowii»fi '^^f '^ '^ * . : 

And when the gambit Wnfcted^aS, r ' 

Bold Robiii won itiWftW^gttide!, 
But after the king wife' In^ with him. 

And vowed he Wo^td )iiiti'l<h4ce; 

What tho' his pairdon gWftrfe*-^;' 

While he with him ^SiifWfyh '■' 
But yet the king'was ten^'Ht Him* ' ' 

Whfenhe wasg^nfe-away. ^^ '^ - 

Soon after th^ kingitoii teO\art did 1&, 
In a furious angr^iriodiiy^ '^" ' ' 

And often enquired h^th ftsft tui near 
After bold Robin Ho«tf/ ' * 
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But when the ]dng to Nottti^baiii^^aikei> . j 

Bold Robin was in^^.w^ t^ 
O come^ said he^ and l^t^ioie»tSj^ 

Who can find bold Bo^g £l«xLi' "- 

But when bold Robfaxrjbe ili$i;hear 

TTie king^had hin^ ijei^qhaf^j^ . » . > • . ' 

Then said Litde jQb%f3'isiti9i|s tj^i)^ g09^ ^ 

And that to another pla^ Civ/ [ 'y^^r^r^d a ^ 

And away they went freip>ipfi;rs^nS|^i^§vfx>^^/ 
And into YorkshireTh© did ,^faf+: . i ; '/. H . 

And the.kiBgdid foUpi^ with-A hoofvaii^^. ^Uo^" 
But could not him come nighnnji^r, . 

Yet jolly Robin h^ pa$$^sUot)gi 

And went straight t9;;N(^W€2|$tle town ; 

And there th€^ at^ hcmrs twQ or three^ 
And then he t^^pr^li m^s gone. 

When the king did^^ei^ih^ Robin did flee^ 

He was vexed and wonidrous sore ; 
With a hoop anda. Ji^^Uo he vowed to* follow. 

And take him, or neveu^ive o'er. 

Come now letfs*awliy|rr«»d JUtlJ& ^ohri^ ^ ^ 

Let any man follow tbiit.'darer 
To Carlisle we'll hit, wjth 0w company. 
And so then to Lancast$$. [, , 
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From Lancastari then tQ^Ghester be went, 

And -so did good ki&g Mtmy.; 
But Robin went ^ma^i'&at he dm»t not stay,. 

For fear of some .tieeeehsry. 

Says Robin^ Come let «Sv£|r.I^0don go. 

To see our noble <p^|S]»'^/«ee ; 
It may J^^^ch^^aft^ mJ>$fimf9inj, 

Which^^^|c^ttiN> Wftg <«/phace. 

When Rob^p^he c^i|if^{%^<9eiL Cttthemie before. 

He fell upon his knefij 
If it please ye^a,gtm9^, I am eome to this phce, 

To speak with Jdng ^Henry* ' 

Queen Catherine answered bold Robin again 
The king is gone to merry Sherwood ; 

And when he went away, to me he did say. 
He would go and seek R($bin Hood. 

Then fare you well,<iily>grke&iu^ qiie^ 

For to Sherwood I'll hie apace ; 
For fain would I see whsit he'd hiw« wifli me, , 

If I could but meet with^his grace. 

But when kipg Heilry he'^ainie>li0m^ 

Full weary, and vex^dib moid ; 
And that be did heax Robin- had been there, 

He blamed diune fcxrtaine unhiad. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



eiD BALLADS. 171 

You're welcome faoiti%>q4ie€n' Catherine cried^ 

Henry, my sovereign Ae^ j " 
Bold Robin Hood^ thad aKdher good^ 

Your person bath bei»iji to J96ek. 

But when king Heniy hfe^Ad ftear 

Thot Robin had bebnlhei*^ bimfio mek, 

This answer he ga^l^ s^ df "C^i«ii*g*-faitti;^, 
For I have soughl! hltti^hisf w&bfe^^ihl^e'We^. 

A boon^ a boon, queen CMfemne tA6d,' '^^ 
I beg it here of your ^dee/- "^' •" ! ' '^ ^^ 

To pardon his life, and «e^k tic$t» strife $ - »^ 
And so ends Robin Hot^'st'oUad^." > q- ' 



XJCVIIL 
ROBIN HOOD'S GOLDEN PRIZE. 

Shewing how h« robb'd two Priei^ts of £ve hund»d 
pounds* 

I HAVE heard isSkxi Robin Hood^ 

And of brave Little John; 
Of friar Tudc, and Will Sidrle^ 

Locksley, and maid ])(fariiGini 
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But such a tale, as ihjs V^fofre. 

I think, was never knewQ z 
For Robin Hood disguised hipiself, 

And from the wood is gone, . ^, . 

Like to a friar bo)4 IIpI^Ql jElood ^ 
Was accoutred in ^s.^j^i^ira^:^. ^^ . 

With hood, gowf\^}^^^^pj^^(^lB^ 
He passed u^n A^|^wgjr^^,, ; 

He had ncjt^ne m%n^i^e^ twp pr th>:ee. 

But it w^^^l^is clf^n9e,to.q)y.. 
Two lusty pnests^ <?tefl ?U ip,)^!?^^^^ . 

Come riding gallantlv,^,^ ^ 

Benedicite, then s^ IB^tjjj^j^JfJijpf^, i 
Some pity on me take j,.^;^ ♦.^ •» ,, ^ 

Cross you my hand with i^^sj^yj^^ gKoaf, 
For our dear lady's §f^qpv/ ^ j 

For I have been wahd*r?ii»,aliitWfi day> 
And nothing coi^d I get;: )-, ■ .' 

Not so much as one jpopr. ciyp> of ^ink> 
Nor bit of bread to. eat*. . > 

Now by our holy dame, th^. priests replied^ 

We never a penny liaye ; 
For we this momii^g have teen robb'd, 

And could no money save. 
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I am muckafraid^ said'bblcl Robin Hood, 

That you do both tell a W*, ' "^ *' 
And now before you do'golie^ce, 

I am resolved to try./'* ' ^ ' 

When as the priests hdarrf liiifl sa^y' 'so;' 

Then they rode away kfeilii f ^^ ^^^'^^ ' ^ ' 

But Rohm Hi^B^to&Vllfejh^l^;^^^ '';^'^' . 
And soon overtook thete^agam"^^*' ^""^^'^ 

Then Robin Hood l^cl^o^^or^^^^^ ' 
And pullM them down 'trb^'tneirnprse. 

O spare us, friar; tii^'prtesi'bneif 5ut, '; 
On us have some remorsc^!^^'*'^^^'^ '^'^ ' 

You said, you had hri^iuone^; (|uoth Robin Hood 3 1 

Wherefore, without dcky^' 
We three will fall dirthi'dn oar knees. 

And for money we wflPptay. 

The priests ih^y coiflA^^ai! him gainsay. 

But down they kneel'wJHi speed : 
Send us, O send iis^'tlim' quoA they, 

Some money to serve ou¥ heed. 

The priests did ptay with' mournful cheer. 

Sometimes their hand^ Sid wrin^ } 
Sometimes they wept and tore their hair. 

Whilst Robin did merrily sing^ 
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When they had Wen pfayJAg for an hour's space^ 

The priests did stM lainehtj ' 
Then quoth bold Rt*tfiK,''N(Jw let's See 

What money heaven hath us sent. 

We will be sheers all-jaflce-^ 

Of money that we have j ^' -^ * ^ 
And there is never S?fee^f*W ' 

That his fellow SMl4etffiVe. 

The priest^iSelr^htoas^&imfeii^ pockets put, 

But money wouM ihd ftonc : 
We *ill search oorselm, said Hobin Hood, 

Each other, one by one. 

Then Robin Hood took pains to search them. 

And found good store ^^gold ^ 
Five hundred pieces ptesetttly 

Upon the grass he told. 

Here is a brave shew, saM Itcybin^ Hood, 

Such store of gold to siefe ;' 
And you each one shall have a part, ' 

Because you prayed so heartily. ' 

He gave them fifty pounds a piece. 

Arid the rest himself did keep : 
The priests they durst not speak one word. 

But sighing wond'rous deep. 
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With that the priests XQse ftoa^ tbeir knees^ 

Thinking to have ps^^^4^^.^ 
Nay^ nay^ say3 Rabin Hq^dj^Cf^e thing more, 

I have to say ere you gc^: . . , . 

You shall be sworn, says.^jbjfdd Robb Hood, 

Upon this holy grass, .,,., , 
That you will never tjf^^^e^^f^^^^ .^ , 

Which way soever, j^i},iioj[^g.^,,,a,i\,,. , 

The second oath ibat yoah^^MV^v^^ 
That all the days of youar Jijwrfs, ., ^. 

You never shall tempt njafd/s to ^, ' f 

Nor lie with other men's wives.. ^ 

The last oath you shall take^ is this. 

Be charitable to the pppr; 
Say you have met with a holy friar, 

And I desire no more. 

He set them on tlwjii:^|Knrses again^ 

And away then they did ride ; 
And he returned to the XAerry green wood, 

With great joy, mirth, a^d pride. 
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XXDC. 

RobinHood rescuing Will. Stutely from the SheriflF 
and his Men, who had taken him prisoner, and 
were gomg. to hang him. ' 

When Robin Hood in t^e green wood stood. 

Under the greeii-wood tree. 
Tidings there came to him with speed. 

Tidings for certainty. 

That Will. Stutely surprized was. 

And eke in prison lay ; 
Three varlets,^ that the sheriff had, hir'd, ■ 

Did basely him betray. 

Ay, and to-morrow h^uoged must be, 

To-morrow as soon as 'iis day ; 
Before they could the victory get, 

Two of them did Stutely §lay. 

When Robin Hood did hear this news^ 

Lord ! it did grieve him sore ; 
And to his merry men he did say, 

Who altogether swore; 
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That Wfll. Stutely should rcscu'd be, 

And'be brought back again ; 
Or else should many a gallant wight 

For his sake therf biillaih : 

He cloathed, hims^ m soarlet then. 
His men were all M^een j ^ 

A finer show throughout the wpr|d 
In no place could be seen. 

- Good lord ! it wiis a gdfb(ht''s%ht ' *^ ' 

To see them all on a row; . ■ * ' - 
With eveiy man a gdod broadsword, ^ ^ 
And eke a good yew bow. * 

Forth of the green Wood are they gone, 
, Yea all courageously. 
Resolving to bring Stutely home. 
Or every man to die. 

And when-'tih^ camelibe castle near. 

Wherein WHl. Sfuft^ly lay ; 
I hold it good, said Robin Hood, 

We here in amfot»A stay. 

And <eBd one forth some news to hear. 

To yonder palmer feir, ' • 
That stands under the castle-wall : 

S(»ne news he may declare. 

VOL, II. N 
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With that steps foitb a brave young man. 
Which was of coinage bold : 

Thus he did speak to the old man, 
I pray thee^ pahner old. 

Tell mej if ibm can nghdy ken^ 
When must WflU Stutcly die. 
Who is one of bdd lUjbtn Hood's men, 
^ And here doth priaomK Ixfi* 

Alas ! alas ! the f>9fafi^Y said. 

And for ever yim is me*l 
Will Stutely liapg'd wiU be thip day. 

On yonder gallows treci* 

O, had his noble master known. 
He would some succouir send : 

A few of his bold yeomandsee 
Full soon would fetch, hi^b«noe»^ 

Ay, that is tiiue^ the yoi^Ag man. wd } - 

Ay, that is true, said he^; 
Or if they Wj^e nes^ to this {daee. 

They soon would set faim fi)se; 

' But fare thee weQ^ thi^ good old mp|ii> 
Farewell, and thanksh to tbc^ ; 
If Stutely hanged bc^.this d^y, 
RevengM his death will be. 
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. No sooner was he ftom the palioer £one^ 

But the gates were openM wide. 
And out of the castle WUK Stutely duUe, 

Guarded on every side* 

When^he was forth from the castle come, 

And saw no help was nigh ; 
Thus he did say unto the sheriff 

Thus he said gallantly i 

Now seeing that I needs must die. 

Grant me one boon, says he ; 
For my noble master ne'er had ihan 

That yet was hanged on a tree. 

Give me a sword all in iny hand. 

And let me be unboimd. 
And with thee and thy men TH fight, 

^Till I lie d^ on the ground* 

But this de$ire he woi^ not grants 

His wishes were in vain ; 
For the sheriff swore he hang'd should be. 

And not by tbe swK^d be slain» 

Do but unbind my hands, he say^ 

I will no weapon crave ; 
And if I hanged be this day. 

Damnation let me bav^. ' 
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O no^ O ao^ the sheriff said^ 
Thou shalt 6a the gallows die ; 

Ay^ and so shall thy master too^ 
If ^ver in me it lie. 

dastard coward^ Stutelj cries^ 
Tlu>u faint-heart peasant slave ! 

If ever my master ifo thee.meet, 
Thou shalt thy payment have. 

My noble master doth thee scomi 
And all thy coward crew ; 

Such silly imps unable are 
Bold Robin to subdue. 

But when he was to the. gallows gone. 

And ready to bid adieu, 
Out of a bush leaps Little John, 

And comes Will. Stutely to ; 

1 pray thee, WilL before thou die. 

Of thy dear friends take leave ; 

1 needs jnust borrow bim awhile ; ' 

How say you, master shrieve ? 

Now, as I live, the sheriflP said, 

Tliat varlet will I know : 
Some sturdy rebel is that same, 

Therefore let him not go. 
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Then Little John most Jiastily 

Away cut StutelyVbands^ 
And from one of tihie sheriff's men 

A sword twitched from his hands. 

Here^ \^1. here^ take thou t^ same^ 

Thou can'st it better sway- ' 
And here defend thyself aVbile^ 

For aid will coipe straightway. ^ * 

And there they turn'd them back to back^ 

In the midst of them tliat day,' 
'Till Robin Hood approached n^, ' 

With many an archer gay. 

With that an arrow from th^m flew, 

I wist from Robin Hood : 
Make haste, make haste, the sheriff he siud ; 

Make haste, for it is goojd^ . 



\ 



The sheriff is gone, his doughty men 
Thought it no boot to stay ; 

But, as their master had them taught. 
They ran fall fest away. 

O stay, O stay. Will. Stutely said. 

Take leave ere you depart : 
You ne*er will catch bold Robin Hood, 

Unless you dare him meet. 
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ill betide you, quoA RDbiA Hoodl, 
That you so soon nte gone ; 

-My sword may in the ceabbard r«i 
For here our work is done* 

1 Utde thought, WilU Stutdy said^ 
When I came to this place. 

For to have met with little John, 
Or seen my master's face. 

Thus Stuteiy was at liberty set. 
And safe brought ftom bis jfoe ; 

O thanks, O thanks tx> my master^^ 
Since here it was not so. 

And once agaiUj^ mj feUows aM, 
We shall in the gteen wood meet. 

Where we will make ouir bow*string$ twang. 
Music for us moflt sweet, ' 
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XXX. 



THE NOBLE FISHER-MAN; 



.on, 

Robin Hood*s Preferment. 



In summer time when leaves grow gree% . 

When they do grow both green and long, 
Of a bold outlaw call'd Robin Hood, 

It is of him I sing this song. 

When the lilly lea^ and, the elephant 
Do bud and spring with a merry cheer. 

This outlaw was weary of the wood side, 
And chasing of the fallow deer. 

The fishermen brave more money have 
Than any merchant two or three ; 

Therefore I will to Scarborough go, ' 
Th^t I a fisherman brave may be. 

This outlaw callM his merry men all. 
As they sate under the green-wood tree : 

If any of you have gold ta spend, 
I pray you heartily spend it with me. 
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Now^ quoth Robin Hood, Fll to ScaiboroUgh go^ 

It seems to be a very feir day : 
He took up his inn at a widow woman's house^ 
' Hard by upoil the water gray. 

Who asked him, where wert thou bom ? 
Or tell to me where dost thoii fare ? . 
I am a poor fisherman, sddhe'ihenj 
• TTiis day intrapped^afl in tai^e. 

What is thy p^me, thou fine fellow } 
' I pray thee hekrdly tell to me. 
In mine own country, where I wa^ born. 
Men call me Simon over tlie liee. 

Simon, Simon, ^aid the good wife 3 
I wish thou may'st well brook thy name. 

The outlaw was ware of her courtesy;^ 
And rejoiced he had got such d daine, 

Simon, wilt thou be my matt f ' 
And good round wages I'll ^ivfe theej- * ' 

I have a good ship of my own," ' ^ ^ ^' : - . i 
As any sails upon the sea.^ ^ '^^^' ' -' - - 

Anchors and planlis ttiou shaft wanlc tione. 

Masts and ropes 'that' afiS so Wh^l * 
And if that you thus ^rmkh me," ' 



Said Simon, nothing Bhatl go iperong. 
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They t>luck'd up anchor^ and away did sail^ 
More of a day than two or three ; 

When others cast in their baited hooks^ 
The bare lines into the sea cast be. 

It will be long^ said the master then. 
Ere this great lubber do thrive on the sea; 

He shall have no share iq our fish. 
For in truth he is in no part worthy* 

woe is me, said Simon iben. 

This day that I ever ca^ue herej ^ , 

1 wish I were in Plumpton-park, 

Chasing of the fallow deer : 

For every clown laughs me to scorn. 
And they by m^ set nought at all j 

If I had them in Plumpton-park, 
I would set as little "by them alU 

They pluck'd up anchoi>,.and away did sail. 
More of a dajf tbajv,^? ^ ^^ 9 

3ut Simon 'spied a smjp of war. 

That saird toward thenn most yalorouslyt 

O woe is me, said^tl^ie ^^er/dien^ 

This day that ever J, was born ; 
{iV>r all our fish that we have oot 

Is every bit lost ;3ujd fcd9pi 1^ ^ 
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For yon French robbers on the sea^ 
They will not spare of us one man^ 

But carry us to ^ coast of France^ 
And lay us in a prison strong. 

But Simon said^ do not fear ihem^ 

Neither^ master^ take you care ; 
Qive me a bent bow in xiy hand^ 

And neyer a Frenchnum will I speace. 

Hold thy peace^ thou long lubber. 
For thou art nought but brags and boiRrt : 

If I should cast you over board. 
There is but a simple lubb^ lost. 

Simon grew angry at these words. 

And so angry then was he : 
Then he took his bent how in his hand. 

And in the ship hatch goeth he. 

Master, tie me to the mast, he said. 

That at my maik I may stand &ir. 
And give me my bent bow in my Hand, 
' And never a FVencfaman will I spare, 

Jle drew his arroT^Jle^beiijIeac^ 
And drew.it widufsM tai^ and main ; 

And straight, in thetihJrinUling of an eye,"* 
To the /fireocfaiiHia's heart the arrow's gone* 
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The Frenchman fell down on the hatch^ 
And under the hatches down below j 

Another Frenchman that him espied^ 
The dead corpse into the seji did throw. 

O master^ loose me from the mast^ he said. 
And jEbr ii^v^ s^ take you na car^i . 

And give me my hent bow in my hand. 
And neyer a Frenchman will I spare. 

Then str^fhitliey boarded.,1he Fraftch $hip, 
Tb^JyingaUdesd in their right J : 

Tfhey found within the ship of war' 

Twelve thousand pounds of money bright, 

The4)n^ half of the ship, said Simon then, 
ril give to my dame and her children small i 

The other half of the ship ni give 
To you, that are my fellows all, 

But now bespate the master then, . 

For so, Sin^on, it shall not he ] 
For you have ^roa it with your .own hands, 

And the owner qf it yon shall be j 

It shall be so a^.'I iDiayejsaid,^ . ^ ^ .^ .1 
And with thab goid^fctttteifipprest . r ' 

An halritation MdJUibuHd, . *■' ' 

Wt^re they diall live jos<peace ahd rcst^ 
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XXXI. 
ROBIN HOOD'S DELIGHT > 



0B* 



A merry Combat fougkt between Robin Hood, little 
John, and Will. Scarlet, with three stout Keepers 
in Sherwood Forest. 

V 1 H B R b's some will talk of lords and knights^ ^ 
And some of yeomen good ; 
But 1 will tell you of Will. Scarlet, 
JLittle John, and Robin Hood, 

They were outlaws^ as ^tis well known. 

And men of noble blood | 
And many a time their valour was shown 

In the forest of merry Sherwood, 

Upon a time it chanced so. 

As Robin would have it be. 
They all three would a walking go, 

Some pastime for to ^ee, 
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And dd they walked the forest along^ 

Upon a midsummer's dayy. 
There was he aware of three foresters^ 

Clad all in green array. 

With brave long iaiduons by their sides^ 

And forest bill^ b h«^ « 
They called aloud to these outlaws^ 

And charged them ta/stand* 

Why, who are you ? eA^ftbM Brttoi, ^ 
That speak so boldly h^e^ ' '' * ^' 

We three belong to king H«tbry, ' ' 
And are keepers of his deer. 

The devil you are, say9 BJbWn Hood,- 

I am sure it is not so : * 
We be the keepers of this forest^ 

And that you soon shall know. 

Your coats of green lay on ^ gro^md, 
Andso we wilttdl tiiree, '-• > 

And take jbuF swards and bucliien» tamA) ) 
And try the victory. 

We be content, the^Me^^pmi:$^ '^ ♦f'^ '• ^^ 
We be three ,?nA.^i»;|i# tossf'. > f^t ii j v^ T 

Then why should we Im^ypsk ^xMi" ^ ^ ^^^ 
As we never did trahsgress ? 
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Why, if you be kcepere in Aii fotesit, , 

We be three magers good. 
And will m^^ you haofiff, before you do|pa> 

Yon met witk bold Eobtik Hood* : 

We be content, thou bold oaAxw, 

Our valour here to try. 
And will make yoii know> befom wie da go. 

We will fight before' we ftf. '; ' . 

Then, come draw your swcnrdt, you bold ootlMra^ 
. No longer stand to {ffiat^ 
But let us try it straight with blowzy . . 
For cowards we.do bate. ,, . 

Here is pne for WiU, Sqad^t, ... , [ ' . r 

And another for lattle J(An, * . 

And I myself for Bobia Hood^ ; : ^ 

Because he is stQut and strongs .. • 

So they f(^Il io itiyJI batd md aeie^ 

It was on a midsummer day ; * 

From ei§^t of tbe clock, 'tiB ,twQ and pagt,; 
I They all shew'd gallant, ^f. 

There Robin, Will* and little John, 

They fought most manfully, 
'Till all thei): wind was spent and gpne. 

Then Robin aloud did <*ry r : 
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O hold, O hpU^ cries bold Robin, 

I see you be stout loen ; 
Let me blow one blast on my bugle horn. 

Then FU fight with you again^ 

That bargain's to make, RobH^ Hood, 
' Therefore we it deny; - - 

Thy blast up^ the bugle horn , . . 

Cannot make us fi||^t pr %^ ,- ,: , : 

Therefore fell on, or else begi^m^ ■ -^ , 

And yield to us the day : - - 

It never shall be said, that we are aftaid 
Of thee, or thy ye<Hnen gay. 

If that be so, cries Robin Hood, 

Let me but know your names, < 
And in the forest of merry Sherwood^ 

I shall extoll your fames* 

And with our names,, one of them said^ 

What hast thou here to do ? 
Except thou will now fight it out, 

Our names thou shalt not know. 

Well fight no more, says bold Robin, 

You be men of valour stout 5 
Ck)me and go with me to Nottingham^ 

And there we will fight it out* 
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With a but of sack we will bang it aboat^ 

To see who wins the day^ 
And for the cost make you no doubt, 

I have gold enough to:pay : 

And erer hereafter as long as we live^ 

We all will brethren be ; 
For I love those men y^ii^ J^e^ md hand^ 

That will fight and never flee. 

So away they ^ent to] if ottingham. 

With ^c^ to.n^lji^ ajpqfiCids ; 
l^ t^xi^4^:^%y^ the«winci did dbac^ 
, Aod dwik OkiiiriiteB^goDJi'iw^ds. 
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xxxn. 

ROBIN 'HpOVksa THE BEGGAR. 

Tbe bte Mr. Rit8on,iii the first Tolame of ]iisB4>biiiHood4 
published the fottowing Poem as '^ a NorUi Country (or 
Scoti8h)xomposition of ioioe «atiqqity» from a modern 
copy, printed at Neweastk, Hfheife he aecidenl^dly picked 
it up : no other haYinf; to hii knowledge beeft ever teen 
or heard of.*' Mr. Ritson had however, to regret that 
some ^f th« staazaf in his copy were defective. The 
Editor if enabled to reitore ^e biAad to its integrity, 
from another modem copy, printed in Scotland, which 
stoppUes the hiatii of the fi^nfi^i 1j||0ii|;h otherwise very 
incorrectly printed, and wanting seyeral stanzafu For this 
advantage the reader it indebted to Mr. Haslewood, who' 
most oUigiaglyy and liberally cpioBHUiicatQd it The 
lemark on verse leven, accompanied if» communicati<ui 
to the Publbher, who haui theeefo^e ta^ma the liberty of 
subjoining the Author's name to it* 

JLtth aod li$ten> g&aOefiieT^ 

That be<rfaiig)i bom Wped; 
rU tell yoQ of ti htAve hoodnf 

TUtbe&ttRo^iiiHood. 

VOL. II. O 
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Robin HoodvBp(Hi,fiida]ii < > * 

He went forth hiQkifllone, 
And as hejoanmifixmv^BumGdale* 

Into a fair evemqg. . > . r. 

He met a teggaf -ott tl# %iy, 

Who sturdily ^i^iflfegftng; 
He had.a pike-sta£raPhls^nd 

That was tfofe4tafeaWd Strang. - 

A clouted t cldck^'afeoiit him was, 

That held hiM^fiie ^eeoH, 
The fhiBtifeStflSt if *f/r guess, • 

Was more ftitt^tf^ttify fbld; ' 

His meal-poke'i&^^Btottt his necky 

Itttoafeathew^hdtfg, '^ 
Wdl fdsteh'd to A'tfiiMif*! h^ete, • 

That was both stfaK'Aftl^strting? 

♦ "As Robyn H<>od in Bf^niw^.gta^*^" w thefrtlgm 
of a ballad that has baffled eVerr ops^arcH>^ An additional and 
earlier notice of it than those, <^oflccted Dy Khson, maj be 
found in Nicohis Ydafl^s HanJslati;on of Ue Apophthegms of 
Erasnius, fir^t printed iii'liSis:' '^Wheft Diogenes on a cer- 
tain tyme treactyng and raakyng a dedaraction of an earn- 
est and saige ma«ac^fMi^«p)lle,-|»4not one hearer that 
would gene diligente care Yifip f^yj^}tf ^h^^^onne to syng 
suche an other foqlyske^^ang^i^ ^^b^rjii Hood in Barnesdale 
stood, &c. and sembleed as though he would daunce 
wJthalL"— W. HaslewoVa.* ' ^ ' ' '"' 

f Clouted, i. e. patched. 
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He had three hats upon his head. 

Together sticked &st^ 
He car'd neither for wind nor wet, 

In lands where'er he j^gb.' 

Good Robin cast him iij^.th^ W^, 
To see what he.fl»|^jj}«,,; i , . ,, ,, 

If any b^gar h^mom^u sA^ ,. bm A 
He thought soiofeBWiS,JmJ.>|efp v j.ril . 

Tarry, tarry, gopd;Rr*i%sjDj|,' , --u, ,„oi > f • 
Tawy, and sp^i^J^fqgy 't,f.„[ j^rfT 

He heard him a?iJUeih^fij(il»fi,fljft,:,l} ^rfj 
And fest oq^bi? HR»4M,fe«'0iarn r // 

"Rs be uqt*v.j»ajg,jBC!p4,)8ffhjj^ ,:. „„ . , 
Nay, thou must .^q§y,»djl,y.!,, „,..., 

By my troth, sp}4%..)wl4 ^SfPfh: ■.. 
Of that.I,li»?enJftAjjiS,, „„ :, : .. 



■'AiicritJsgtdiWni^HM; 

«i* 'i ''"4 ^* ?v^ ''-j »-;if<>:i-,.v- ' 

If tc^ey naye syp:^ e er^I,co 



if ii'ffii* to' liy 'te<^*^i«fee, 

No^y by my tMiby say^igMI Bobiii> - 

I see wdl'by tht;fei*y ' -^•^^' ' '^■';^ 
If thou cheer'well f^ tliy'^p^|r; 
Of mine thou takes no cfire. ,' 

* i. c. pHy. 
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Who wants my dkmer a)i tlvis ^y. 
And wots not wJ*rd.,tolie, - 

And would I to tlie.tav^rn gPi 
I want money to buy. 

Sir, you must kn^if'^^'tomi^^oiiey 
^ Untillwemeef4^V^^'^\V 
The beggar answet*^<?iHk^ffly, * 
I have no moK|fyi^lS9<J» 

Thou art a|,y9im&^ W^^.^j^ 
And seems to ^ a? ^w^epj * 

If thou fast tin thou get from me. 
Thou shalt eat 'none' tH^yair.' 

' I- "''I.'". • 

Now, by my tKrth, says go&A>'BxMny 
Since we are a^anSiled so. 

If thou hast but a small fertlring, 
ril have it e'er thou go, ^ 

Come, lay down thy clp^t^d clofik, 

And do no longer stand. 
And loose the strings of all Ay pokes^ 

I'll ripet them withfU^yhandi 

And now to thee I nmketa xow, 

If thou make any din, . 
I shall see if a broad arrow, 

Can pierce a beggar's «kin, 

* i. e. lazy. + i* e. Matrdi' 
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The beggar smil'd^ and answer made. 

Far better let me fe;'" '- 
Think not that I vnll 'be" tfttddy 

For thy nip erc)dke*ti*e'f' ' 

Or that I fear thee any whit, 

Forthycurnpip^*3of^^%t,.,, , ' 
, I Know no use for thei^jg;^jcnpet ^, ^^^ ^ 

As to be pudji^igjg^i,^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ 

Here I defy thee t6'^iSkWi'i^^^ on yit.- r 

For ajl thy boisterous fair, 
Thou^s get nothing ftbttfAe^Wt ill, ^^' « ' 

Would'st thou i^eek'eVrirrfiAii?; ' ' 

Good Robin bent lug ^pdpj^^bqw,,. 

He was an angery man. 
And in it set &yb]|^>airyQW ; 

Xk) ! e'er ^twa^^dfiaWHii^t^span, . 

The beggar, with his noble tree, 

Reach'd him so round a rout. 
That his bow and his broad arrow 

In flinders flew aboiit. 

Good Robin 'liHiiibd him to his brand, 

But that prbv'd likawise vain, 
The beggar lighted on his hand 

With his pibe-st*ff:l^iii : 

• Cum nipi, i. e. parcel or iiumbfer. 

f He calb the ariHiwf' ^cki; a^ he had before con- 
taroptQOusly called Robin Hood'«. bow a nip (or bit of a) 
^rooked tree. % Skewers to faiten a puddip^ bag. 
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I wot he iiiigW iiirtP'rffe^ a swcffd 

For forty days arirf maSiif. " 
Good Robin cottlfl* ndt speA a word, ' 

His heart was ife'fei' s6 sair. 

He could not fight, he could not flee. 
He wist not T^^^ ^rv . 

The beggar with his noble tree 

Laid lustgrislapstihjiDftDa'nido^l t. • 

He paid good RobWhacK arid side,* 
And baist him ^ip and down, . 

And with his piKe-staSlaid on Ioud| 
Till he fell in a swoon. 

Stand up, man, the ^^gpir:^d» . 

Tis shame to gQ ^>rBst/j x . v 
Stay till thou get tt^ mm^ toW, 

I think it were the best : 

And syne* go to the' tav^hi hoiise. 
And buy both ti^ine ihd ale j' 

Hereat thy frieods Witl ctack fiill CTOuse,t 
Thou hast been at the 'ddte. 

Good Robin answer'd ne'e;!: a. word. 

But lay still as a stane j 
His cheeks were ps^le as any clay. 

And closed wef^ his een. . 

♦ Syne, i. c. then. 

t Crack full crouse> i. e. boast vauntingly, 
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The beggar thpij^^ ^ijaj.dead, bujt jfeil>* 
And boldly houni^.j^^^^ ^ 

i would ye ha4bgfi|^4S8%n^?^^^ 
And gotten part pf^^^^b^. ^ ,. 



, ^' V hh;o> if 'I ,:^ [nil * - 

^6Ti aWon air! (i-^'-^i tb^^ 
IKTow three of Robin^solicii^dbjqehaittzs^f ;'* 

Came walking, by the way^_ _ , 
And found their njasfer m a **•«»"'»'> '^ 



nd tound their njaster m a trance, ? . , 

On grouoid where fliatnelaY^ 

,: u^'' no Lv£i nBt2-9Hirr aid r.tr/ ' 

Up have they taken good Robin, 
Making a pitfe(Jife*WB(5f ^i^» - I 

yet saw they no mspi'^tef^ talwhom 
They might %h^ ii^tfifiPsj^; 

They looked h,ii»al^,jf(jU^;,about, 

But wound on hin^^pj|w ^^pe, 
Yet^t his fl[io|||^ ^^g{5 |^9;Mog ^"t 

The blood of a jjg^d^^y^A^ 

Cold water they have gotten syne, • 

And cast into his faei^^'" ' 
Then he begafl toiijft his'een. 

And speak within short 'space. 

* gut fail, L e. without fail or dout>t f Bear> i. e. mo^a. 
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Tell us, dear master, said his men,' 
How mth you stands ther case. ' ' 

Good Robin sigh'd eVk* ii^ begait 
To tell of his disgrace^ 

^^ I have been watchman in Hub woq4 
Near hand this ttrenty;yea*-. 

Yet I was never sa fiaErd bfeslead 
As ye have found me 'here ; 

A beggar with a clouted- clock,* 

Of whom I feai'd ttb ill. 
Hath with his ptke-staff cla'd my back) 

I fear 'twill nVer be wellt 

See, where he goes o'er Jron liiH, ' 

With hat upon his hcad'j 
If e'er yc lov'd your master well, 

Go now revenge this^decd j 

And bring him back agsflh to m( 

If it lie in your might. 
That I may see, before I die. 

Him punish'd in my s!ght : 

And if you may riot bring him back. 

Let him not go loose on ; 
For to us all ifweire great shuat 

If he escape again/* 

♦ L •. cloak? 
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« One of us tflirti yfn^) y^ ^i? Wn, 
Because yoii'r€>iiH[fit[f»»5;j ^. , *. 

The other faro «he^l.Jy^,h[iiR J?ack^ . 
To use him as you pl<^i^/.^ .; t 

Now, by my. trofb>i|aSf :«W^i^^W^ 
I true there's ^fi^fe§^^ 5? ^ ,a ,1 .. ^ 

jVn be get scopMJff KffiW^i? ttfi?^. .- ' 
1 fear you'll Isp^'lie^m^l '^ 



/x;'. 



/" 



« Be not fearM^.our iH5\st|??i>. , 
That we two can befSung _, 

With any bluter base fo^ggar^n , 
That has nought hijt,^, mrig-t 

His staflF^alljstand }iii» in no stead. 
That you shall sho^ly s^e. 

But back again he shall be led. 
And fest bound,«bftll he be. 

To see if ye will have him shun. 
Or hanged ofl.li tw^^.*' 

ff But cast yoii^sl^ly in ]xi$ way. 

Before he be a^vTare, 
And on his pike-staflF first hands lay^^ 

Ye'U speed tbe b^tj^r.ftr/' 

• i. c. room. , + 'u9. staff.. 
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Now leave w&^i4>i»^ witkiiis maq^ . « 

Again to play th^ifihild^. 
And learn himaelf >t9f ^taj^dtand gang 

By halds, for all hfaeild • 

- Now pass we to the;boid b^ggar^ 
That raked o*er Ae Wl^ ^ 
Who neverteendcd^liIf'^a)c0«liorej 
Than he had done m^H^. r 

The youHgi'hiiki kdi»W tK^aonjfitry weli^ 
So soon where hie^^l^S&ld't)e^ 

And they have tsS^^ ikibA\et ttey; ■'-'■ 

Was nearer by miles tHree, • ^ " ' ' ■ ^ 

They stoutly ran WiH?^**^ AigTijij -« 

Spared neither dutr' libi^'iMrg, ' 
They started at neifliet lii*f ' ifer height^ 

No travel made flifelit tire.' ' . 

Till they before thelbe^iroti^^ 

And cast them inhis way^j^^'* .'' 
A little wood lay in a gl^;' ^'^ "^^^ « ' f ^ 

And there they both Aid stay j*' ' 

They stood u|>6Io«g6^Wjr JiW^' ''' ' *\ 
In each side<if tWi^feife/ '^ - ' . - 

UntiU tlie beggaf'iame'Wem'iiigh; 
That thought of no ^ch lata 4 / 

* i e. 9Lge, f L ^. hollew^ * Late, i. t. play or encovntfr* 
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And as he was betwixt tkem past. 

They leapt upon hiln baith ; 
The one his pike «taff gripped fiict» ^ 

They feared for hst^ikaith; 

The other he hel4 ia lus<iiight. ^ ' 

A drawen durk to ^te.lif^^t 
And said^ Falsei^fu^^ qujt'iiiy .9t9fi> 

Or I shall be thy Jid^t. i r « . / 

His pike-staff they l^fi^t^mhrn jfW^; 

And stuck it in thf^rgj^np: . < . . v 
He was full loath taJet,il gae^ 

An better might it.been* / 

The beggar, i^yiaa the, ^vde^ft mm 

Of any that^ er^ Wght be. 
To win away Qo^way^l^e capj 

Nor help him with his tree. ' 

Nor wist he wherefore he was ta'en. 

Nor bow many, was there ; 
He thought his life days had been gane, 

He grew into dis^ir. 

Grant me my lifi?,, tfec J^ggar said. 

For him that dy'd Qi^the(tree,^ 
And hold away that ugly.Jcpifei ^ < 

Or else for fear FU di^. > 

. • i. •• carl. 
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I gricvM you itever in all my life. 

Neither by lafe o^'iur,* 
You have great smii fbti tireuld sljqr 

A silly poor beggar. *• * 

Thou lies, false lown, they said again. 

For all that may be'^fw^vn f> 
Thou hast near slain ttae^^ciitlest man 

That ete^'yet was bom^j • - 
'» \i * ' 
And back again thou shalt be led. 

And fast bound shalf ^tlioii bey 
To see if he will haytf^tbto sldn^ 

Or hanged onattte* 

The beggar then thought all was wrong. 

They were set for hfa 'wfack> 
He saw nothing appeariiig then. 

But ill upon worse back. 

Were he out of their hands, he thought, 

And had again his ttte. 
He should not be led back fer notiffht. 

With such as he did see/ ' 

Then he bethought him on a wile. 

If it could take efifeet, 
JIow he might the yotrt^ mdn beguile, 
And give thcma begeck.f 
* i. e. ^rly. * i. e. deceive .11iemft.or play them a trick. 
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Thus to do Aem dbasieilBr.iU^ n 

His bea3tly brea^l ifw bent^ 
He foimd tbe wind blew ^niediiog shnU, 

To further his intent* 

He said^ Brave ^jensdemen, he good^ 
And let a pooriBttn Jfaie ;. 
^ When ye have takeiL nbeggar'a bkiodf 
It helps you not a flee. 

• • Ml* .i-. I » 
It was but in mili0 own'dflfenpfb 
If hehlEis gotteus)»ltbj,;/: . ,j 
But I will make a lecomp^pe 
Is better for you baith. 

If ye will set me fair.aod free> 

And do me no more dear^ 
An hundred pounds I ivill you give^ 

And much more odd silver, 

That I have ga&er'd thj^ ipfny year% 

Under this cl(^^ clqajc. 
And hid u^ wonder pi:iv;9j(^l)r, . 

In bottom of ^ly poke« 

The pung men to the og^fi/iX X^^^ 

And let the begg^.g^ h s. . 
They wist full well ^ (^ xx> speed 

From them to run away* 
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They thou^tikBfmaaiAtht oumey'tske^ 
Come after vf}MJM>WBf]$> ■ v 

And yet'tfaeyj^nrould^Dotstaiae inni back. 
But in that pkoeiiimtskyu 

By that good RolKi6f'^dttl%<yt know 

That they had- g^ffl'^fo^ 
It would cotttMt SiA^fM^ 'td l^w 

That there they hail^fdiil^bisi: 

They said, Yalse h^efj^slioxiMve done. 

And tell fortli !Hy i^Wjr, - 
for the ill turn'tfett^lfeoulfest done ' 

Its but a simple {iliee.' . ,. 

And yet we will not have tl^ee ba6k. 

Come after what so may^ 
If thou wih do that whic]^ thou spak. 

And make us present pay^ 

O then he loosed his clouted clocks 
And spread it on the gtfixmi^' , 

And thereon lay he many'a poke. 
Betwixt them and the wini^ 

He took a great bag 6^]p his jbjilSj 
It was near full of ^pxeal^ . , 

Two peeks in it at hmi ibfire wa% 
And more I wot full well. 
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Upontkis^^okak^lMiJBtfiibdcfnH^ ^^ > 
The mouth he openscbwUciy^' ^ v^ 

To turn the saoieiieii»aile«hiin/b0iffr/ ^ ' 
The young matttiteadffi^'d} '• 

In every hai^l h^ tqi^^^ii^td^ y , 

Of that great l^ffrt>W>»»ail> 
And with a fltogttli^>«»f ^ he ^iwfeo / , . 
Into thdr fae(»idK.lHUiL ' :* , ,;!• . 

Wherewith he l>liBd^(^jdi^i|i so qlq^c^ -^ 
A stime they cotildLng^t s(9e ;. ., % j.^, j. 

And then in heart Ji^ .^j^ ^^o^c^f^ : i;^ ; 
And clap'd hislusty tribes. . , „ . . ,,, ^ 

He thought if he had done them wrongs 

In mealing of their cloaths^ 
For to strike oflF the-tu'eal again 

With his pyke-sta'ff^he goes. 

E*er any of them could, red their een. 

Or a glimmepng might siee, 
like one of them a (iozen had, ■ 

Well laid on with his tree. 



The young men were right swift of foot. 
And, boldly tkmlid*^^'^ ''"'' '"'"^ f^ 

The beggar could theift^io ni6re M' ^ ^' '- _ 
ForaUtheliaste'tf^itf^.'* " '^ ^^ ^'^"'''^ 
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What's all this haste } die begptf ^id^ 

May not you tarry stilly 
Untill your iiK»iey he Deceived ? 

Fll pay you with good^witt. 

The shaking of my pofcea^ I £ear^ 

Hath hlown into yDiv een ; 
But I have a good pyke-^Bffhexe 

Can ripe ihem out mi: ifoU ^jfean. 

The young men anstreredneiser a yfosi^ 

They were dxun as a atasie ; 
In the thick woodthe beggar fled 

E'ttc they riped* their een ; 

And syne the n^t became so late^ 

To seek him was in vain : 
But judge ye if they looked bkte 

When they cam home again. 

Good Bobin speer'd how thajr iiad sped^ 
They answered him. Full ill. 

That can not be, good Rdbin sayi?. 
Ye have been at the mUl. 

The mill it is a meat rife part^t 
^ey may lick what they fileaae^ 

Most like, ye have been at the arty 
Who would look at your 'daitbs* 

* Riped, L e. cleared. 

f i. e. a place where food is always in plenty. 
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They hang'd their heads^ they drooped down, 

A word they could not speak, 
Robin said. Because I fell a sound, . 

I think ye'U do the like. 

Tell on the matter, less or more. 

And tell me what and how 
Ye have, done with the bold beggiyr . 

I se^t you for right now. 

And when they told him to an end,, 

As I have said before. 
How that the beggar did them blind. 

What mister* presses more : 

And how he lin'd their shoulders broad 

With his great trenchen tree ; 
And how in the thick woods h^ fled, 

E'er they a stimef could see ; 

And how they scarcely could win home. 

Their bones were baste so sore ; 
Good Robin cry'd, Fy ! out ! for shame ! 

We're sham'd for evermore. 

Altho' good Robin would full fain 

Of his wrong revenged be. 
He smil'd to see his merry youpg men 

Had gotten a taste of the tree.. 

* Mister, i. e. need, 
t Stime, i. e. a glimmering of light, 
vol*. II. F 
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xxxm. 

ROBIN HOOD TURNED BEGGAR. 

Comb and listen^ you gentlemen all^ 

That mirth do love for to hear. 
And a story true I'll tell to you. 

If that you will but draw near. 

In elder times when merriment was^ 

And archery was holden good^ 
There was an outlaw, as many do know. 

Which men called Robin Hood. 

Upon a time it chanced so. 

Bold Robin was merry disposed. 
His time for to spend he did intend. 

Either with friends or foes. 

Then he got up on a gallant brave steed, 
The which was wortii angels ten. 

With a mantle of green, most brave to be seen 
He left all his merry men. 
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And riding towards Npttingham^ 

Some pastime for to 'spy^ 
There was he aware of a jolly beggar 

As e'er he beheld with his eye. 

'An old patch'dcoat the beggar had pn^i 
Which he daily did use for to wear ; 

And many a bag aboi^t him did wag. 
Which made Robin Hood to him repair. 

God speedy God speedy said Robin Hood then. 

What countryman? tell unto me. 
I am Yorkshire, Sir, but ere you go far^ 

Some charity give.unt^ me. 

Why what would'st thou have ? said Robin Hood^ 

I pray thee tell qnto me^ 
No lands nor liviqgsj the beggar he said. 

But a penny for charity. 

I have no money, said Robin Hood then. 

But a ranger within the wood ; 
I am an outlaw, as many do know. 

My name is Robin Hood. 

But yet I must tell thee, bonny beggar. 

That a bout with thee I must try; 
Thy coat of gray lay down, I say. 

And my mantle of green shall lie by. 
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Content^ content, the beggar he cried. 

Thy part it Mrill be the worse ; . 
For I hope this bout to give thee the rout. 

And then have at thy purse. 

The beggar he had a mickle long staff. 

And Robin a nut-brown sword ; 
The beggar drew nigh^ and at Robin let fly. 

But gave him never a word* 

Fight on, fight on, said Robin Hood then. 

This game well pleaseth me ; 
For every blow that Robin gave, 

The beggar gave buffets three. - 

And fighting there fiill hardy and sore. 
Not fer from Nottingham town. 

They never fled 'till from Robin Hood's head 
Hie blood it ran trickling down. 

O hold thy hand, said Robin Hood, 

And thou and I will agree ; 
If that be true, the beggar he said. 

Thy mantle come give unto me. 

Now a change, a change, said Robin Hood, 

Thy bags and coat give me ; 
And this mantle of mine I'll to thee resign> 

My horse and my braveiy. 
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When Robin had got the beggar's cloaths. 

He looked round about ; 
Methinks^ said he, I seem to be 

A beggar brave and stout. 

For now I have ^ bag for my bread. 

So I have another for my com : 
I have one for salt, and another for malt, 

And one for my little horn. 

And now I will a begging go, 

Some charity for to find ; 
And if any more of Robin you'll know. 

In the seccmd part Ms behind. 



SECOND PART. 

Now Robin he is to Nottingham bound. 
With his bag. hanging down to his knee. 

His staff and his coat scarce worth a groat. 
Yet merrily passed he. 

As Robin he passed the streets along. 

He heard a pitifql cry ; 
Three brethren dear, as he did hear. 

Condemned were to die. 
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Then Robin he hied to the sheriff's house^ 

Some relief for to seek : 
He skipt and leap'd^ and caper'd full high^ 

As he went along the street. 

But when to the sheriff's house lie came| 
There a gentleman fine and brave. 

Thou beggar, said he, come tell unto me 
What is it thou would'st have. 

No meat, nor drink, said Robin Hood then. 

That I come here to crave ; 
But to get the lives of yeomen three. 

And that I fain would have. 

That cannot be, thou bold beggar. 

Their fact it is so clear ; 
I tell to thee, they hang'd must be. 

For stealing our king's deer. 

But when to the gallows they did come. 
There was many a weeping eye ; ' 

O hold your peace, said Robin Hood then. 
For certain they shall not die. 

Then Robin he set his horn to hiS'moath> 

And he blew out blasts three. 
Till a hundred bold archers brave 

Came kneeling down to his knee. 
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What is your will^ master ? they said^ 

We are at your command^ 
Shoot east^ shoot west^ said Robin then. 

And see you spare no man. 

Then they shot east, anci they shot west. 

Their arrows were so keen ; 
The sheriff he, and his company 

No longer could be seen. 

Then he stept to those brethren three. 

And. away he has them ta'en ; 
The sheriff was crost, and many a man lost, 

That dead lay on the plain. 

And away they went into the merry green wood. 

And sung with a merry glee ; 
. And Robin took these brethren good 

To be of his yeomandiy. 
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XXXIV. 

LITTLE JOHN AND THE FOUR BEGGARS. 

All you that delight for to spend some time^ . 

A merry song for to sing. 
Unto me draw near, and you shall hear 
How Little John went a begging. 

As Robin Hood walked the forest along. 

And all his yeomandree. 
Says Robin, ^ome of yoii a begging must go. 

And, Little John, it must be thee. 

Says John, if I must a begging go, 

I will have a palmer's weed. 
With a staff and a coat, and bags of all sorts. 

The better then shall I speed. 

Come now, give me a bag for my bread. 

And another for my cheese. 
And one for a penny, if I get any. 

That nothing I may leese. 
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Now Little John is a begging gone^ 

Seeking for some relief 3 
But of all the begg^ he met on the way^ 

Little John he was the chief. . 

.But as he was walking himself alone^ 

Four beggars he chanced to spy. 
Some deaf^ some blind, some came behind ; 

Says John, here's a brave company. 

Good morrow, said John, my brethren dear. 

Good fortune I had you to see ; 
Which way do you go ? pray let me know. 

For I want some company. 

O, what is here to do ? then said Little John : 

Why ring all these bells ? said he. 
What dog is hanging ? Come let us be ganging. 

That we the truth may see. 

Here is no dog hanging, then one of them said. 
Good fellow, I tell unto thee; [bread. 

But here is one dead, that will give us cheese and 
And it may be one single penny. 

We have brethren in London, another said. 

So have we at Coventry, 
In Berwick and Dover, and all the world over, 

But ne'er a crook'd caVl like thee. 
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Therefore stand thee back^ thou, crooked carl^ 
And take that knock on the crown : 

Nay^ says Little. John^ I'll not yet be gone^ 
For a bout I will have of you round. 

Now have at you all^ said Little John, 

If you be so full of your blows ; 
Fight on all four, and ne'er give o'er. 

Whether you be friends or foes; 

John nipped the dumb, and made him to roar. 

And the blind he made to see ; 
And he that a cripple had been for seven years^ 

He fnade run faster than he ; 

And flinging them all against tlie'wall^ 

With many a sturdy bang. 
It made John sing, to hear the gold ring. 

And against the walls cry twang. 

Then lie got out of the beggar's cloak 
Three hundred pounds in gold ; . 

Good fortune had I, said Little John, 
Such a good sight to behold; 

But what found he in the/ beggar's bag 
But three hundred pounds and three ? 

If I drink water while this doth last. 
Then an ill death may I die I 
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And my begging trade I will now give o'er. 

My fortune hath been so good : 
Therefore I will not stay, but I will away 

To the forest of merry Sherwood. * 

And when to the forest of Sherwood he came, 

He quickly there did see 
Bold Robin Hood, his master good. 

And ail his company. 

What news ? what news ? said Robin Hood, 
' Come, Little John, tell unto me. 
How hast thou sped with thy beggar's trade. 
For that I fain would see ? 

No news, but good, said Little John, 

With begging full well have I sped ; 
Three hundred and three I have here for thee, 
~ In silver, and gold so red. 

Then Robin Hood took Little John by the hand 

And danced about the oak-tree : 
If we drink water while this doth last. 

Then an ill death may we die ! 

So to conclude my merry new song. 

All you that delight to sing, 
'Tis of Robin Hood, that archer good. 

And how Little John went a begging. 
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XXXV. 

ROBIN HOOD AND THE RANGER. 

When Phoebus had melted the sickles of ice. 

And likewise the mountains of snow,* 
Bold Robin Hood he would ramble away. 
To frolick abroad with his bow. 

He left all his merry men waiting behind. 
Whilst through the green vallie^s he pass'd. 

Where did he behold a forester bold. 
Who cried out, friend, whither so fest ? 

I am going, quoth Robin, to kill a fat buck. 

For me and my merry men all ; 
Besides, ere I go, I'll have a fat doe. 

Or else it shall cost me a fall. 

You'd best have a care, said the forester then. 

For these are his majesty's deer ; 
Before you shall shoot, the thing I'll dispute. 

For I am head forester here. 
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These thirteen long summers^ said Robin, I'm sure. 

My arrows I here have let fly. 
Where freely I range ; methinks it is strange 

You should have more power than I. 

This forest, quoth Robin, I think is my own. 

And so are the nimble deer too ; 
Therefore I declare, and solemnly swear, 

i'll not be aflronted by you. 

The forester he had a long quarter-staff. 
Likewise a broad sword by his side ; 

Without more ado, he presently drew. 
Declaring the truth should be tried. 

Bold Robin Hood had a sword of the best : 
Thus, ere he would take any wrong. 

His courage was flush, he'd venture a brush. 
And thus they went to it ding-dong. 

The very first blow that the forester gave. 
He made his broad weapon cry twang : 

'Twas over the head, he fell down for dead ; 
O, that was a damnable bang ! 

But Robin he soon did recover himself. 

And bravely fell to it again ; 
The very next stroke their weapons they broke. 

Yet never a man there was slain. 
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At quarter-staiH: then they resolved to play. 
Because they would have the oAiei bout ; 

And brave Robin Hood right valiantly stood. 
Unwilling he was to give out. 
I 

Bold Robin he giEive him very hard blows. 

The other return^ them as fast ; 
At every stroke their jackets did smoke 3 

Three hours the combat did last. 

At length in a rage the forester: grew. 

And cudgeU'd bold Robin so sore. 
That he could not stand ; so dbaking his hand^ 

He said, let us freely give o'er ; 

Thou art a brave fellow ; I needs must confess 

I never knew any so good : 
Thou art fitting to be a yeoman for me. 

And range .in the merry green wood. 

I'll give thee this ring as a tok^n of love. 
For bravely thou hast acted thy part ; 

That man that can fight, in him I delist, 
And love him with all my whole heart. 

Then Robin Hood setting his horn to hk mouth, 

A blast he merrily blows ; 
His yeomen did hear, and straight did appear 

A hundred with trurty long bows. 
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Now Little John came at the head of them all, 

Cloath'd in a rich mantle of green ; 
And likewise the rest were gloriously drest, 

A delicate sight to be seen ! 

Lo ! these are my yeomen, said bold Robin Hood, 

And thou shalt be one of the train : 
A mantle and bow, and quiver also, 
. I give them whom I entertain. 

The forester willingly enter'd the list. 

They were such a beautiful sight. 
Then with a long bow they shot a fat doe. 

And made a rich supper that night. 

What singing and dancing was in the green \vood. 

For joy of another new mate ! 
With might and delight they spent all the nighty 

And liv'd at a plentiful rate. 

The forester ne'er was so merry before. 
As then he was with these brave souls. 

Who never would fall, in wine, beer, or ale. 
To take oflF their cherishing bowls. 

Then Robin Hood gave him a mantle of green. 
Broad arrows, and a curious long bow : 

This done, the next day, so gallant and gay. 
He marched them all on a row. 
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Quoth he, nay brave yeomen^ be true to your trus.. 
And then we may ramge the woods wide ; 

They all did d^larey and solemnly swear. 
They'd conquer^ or die by his side* 






...... /„■. >.,: .. {. ■ 

XXXVI, . , , 

. . • .. "» :(» vF :-.. "tiic; '-..'J.-. ••■5* 'i'^f ./ / . » 

ROBIN HOOD ^AND-I^W*UE^^^.^^ 

When RqbinHkwl w^'^i»$^t(9re|0r^)l9«^ 1^1 

He happened ^?ne,^U<^'vlp\i^yibdx.i,: hah 

A jolly brisk bladieat^ryxt :^,tfoJl'tl» ft4#Q,r /•-; ;^-ci.y 

For he was a>gj§jftiya^»|iw^. o- :: I 

Tho' he was ciAMjVdik^^as»)i^\u^^^ 

And his stature: was ^^^^i/oMvhigb : ' l . o >. 

Where ever he eame» tl^^y ^^bii^^^'^aBJ%9X^ti ' 
For soon he would jonalij^ thwi ^ flj^-v .-»'. ^ 

How they came ac^alnjted nyelljE^ff ^^iigfe.'^.- 
If you would but listen awhilej^ ,r I .. ..y^ ,»,r... i 

For this very jest, among all the rest, . « 

I think^ may cause you to smile. 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



OLD BALLADS. 225 

For fiobin Hood said to his jolly bowmen^ 

Pray tarry you here in this grave, 
And see that you all observe well my call, 

While thorough the forest I rove# 

We have had no sport these fourteen long days, 

Therefore now abroad will I go ; 
Now^hould I be beat, and cannot retreat. 

My horn I will jarescntly blow. 

Then did he* shake hands with his merry men all. 

And bid them at present good-bye j 
Then as near a brook his journey he took, 

A stnmger he chanc'd to espy 

They happoi'd to meet on a long narrow bridge. 
And neithar of them would give way ; 

Quoth bold Robin Hood, and sturdily stood, 
I'll shew you right Nottingham play. 

With that from Ins quiver an arrow he drisw, 

A broad anxyw with a goose wing ; 
The stranger replied, FU liquor thy hide. 

If thou offer to touch jthe i 



Quoth bold Robin Hood^ ihou dost prate like an aas^ 

For, were I to bend biit my bow, 
I could send a dart quite through thy proud heart. 

Before thou could'st strike noie one blow. 
VOL, n. Q 
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Thou talk'st like a coUmi, the ^ttanger repUe<^ 
Well arm'd widi a long ix>w you stand. 

To riioot^at my bveasi^ wluk I, I protesf^ ' 
Have nought but a staff in my hand. 

Th^ Mine of a cgf^ard^ quotii Rolnn, I sconij; 

Therefore my loog b^w Fll lay by ; 
And ncwifm: thy ^ake^ a staff will I tsjce^ 

The truth oStby^.m^hood' to t?{y; .. ' . ^ 

Then Robin Hood 9t^t to(attl4<^ejt of treesj 
And chose Um a$^ff9f,^opi]^<^ . ^^ 

Now this l>^ip^ fi<>ne>^^^)j^ji0,did 
To the str^nier/^t^ weffiiy [,, 

Lo! see my staff i&Tha^^5j^|!^rf|j^ , ^,j ^ ,, 
Now, here on^l^ teidg^ ifp lyiJOf^ . r 

Whoever faife-^^^hp J^the^^^ 

The battle, aj^.f^ nr^'U A^ay, ; ^ > . , 



With all myjv^e;^iQt»1he.^^ 

I scorn in fljCjle^st tp^ve^iut. , ,*, ^ t 
iThis saidy tiiey i^tt to't ^^thouVmfnre diqipte^ . . 

And theur staflfi th«^ did jSonri^h abwt. ; , 

Atfit&tRpbiagavethcsjbr|i0g£h-a;bang,\ _r, ^ 
So hard that he made Jhis bones ring : .s *- 

,The str^ger he isaid, this must be repaid^ 
Fll give you as good as you biit>lg. 
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So long as rm aUe to handle la staffs 
To die in your debt, fijend, I scorn : 

Then to it each goes, and foHow'd their blows. 
As if they had been^tfareshiDg of /eoni« 

The stranger gave Robin a emck on Hie crown. 

Which cauaed'&ebloodta^appear; 
Then Robitt enxagHl'taore^ iet^If engag'dy 

And followed aib1>h)!#!»^ffiltt^ severe* 

So thii^k and so fist did hf lay it dn hhn. 

With a paisdi^^maib ftity ktid ire i 
At every strdk^ He^iiiadfe'hini to smoke/ 

As if he tifld^lb^en'dl on fire. 

then in a fnf^Uli stranger he grew. 
And gav^ lum a damnable look ; 

And with a blow, which laid him fuH low, 
And tumbled hini Jntd the brook, 

1 prifli6^ gootf fellow; O ^ere alt thou now ? 

The stranger, in laughter, he cried t 
Quoth bold'Rob&i Ho6d, Clood faSth, in the flood. 
And floating along widt dieiide : 

I needs muk ftcl^d\vledg^ thdu art a brave soul. 

With thee Pll'no longer contend ; 
For needs must I say tboti hast got the day. 

Our battle shidl be at an end* - 
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Then unto tlse tumk hsf did presently wadcr^ 

And puHVl bun *out by ft thorn ; 
Which 4[i^^^^at the iast he Uew a loud blast 

Straightwtyi^n ins^ fii^ bugle ham : 

The eehdM^whi^ Aao* the vallies did. fly. 
At which his stout fattMrami/app^Bi'd^ 

All cloatbedinigreiavjDQQ3t)^y tOtbefiSfteo^ , 
So up to their iBastBr>itbey)^*fl($fir'd4 i i ' ^ 

' O what 16 the matter, f .^^hl WiU^ Smt^y^ , 
Good master^ ykMU.at(^)l4ir6^}tQ}t^^ ., 

No^m«tter, ^oth ht^ th? flQd«?^yW»hr J5W f^^P) i 
In fightingJbad^i^niAtedjltifl fe^v/ci vji nq . 1 1 

He shall vbt:|;asc!irtdfirc0ythft>i»th9rsri]|9pUfdj^x. ^ u 
So straight theyj flwxe :se»kigi W« titers, . . ; / 

To duck Uni Ukoimefi bi(t>B^in,H<]f9d,c^ . / 
He is a stou^lijfoHpsv, i^b^ff ci , . . 

There'Q W0Qeiih^y(l99«rt>g:d»ec^|R^^ 
These bowm^iird^pQn ^e d^^^H« t . 

There'^ threescgf^ an4tt«^i.Jf i^ ^9|l^|pyi^fl|Uie^ 
Thou shalt h^v&,sfiy,l|vfi|3r;p;(j^g}]bty , • . .. 

And otheraecoutiftin^ts &lifGX^4>:mmf jk 

Speak up^ jo% laM% peii^r loir ; : 
ru teach you ftkw) the ui|e of the baw> 

To shoot at the fiit&Uow deer* . 
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O here is iaf*h»xtA, the strai^r ireplied^ 

1*11 serve you with aU my idiole heart :* . - ^f _ 

My nam^ is John^Iitde^ a mmtofgoodimHii^y' U 
Ne'er doubt me^ for FII pky liiytfa^y/j i r 

His naine^ shall b€^ ^&% qoaOi 4¥ilV Slutelyy 

And I wiahiia g(*MadieiytieJ;*' •: , : r , ,- 
Prepare dM^^'>fbaift/iq|d^cinenQf)tbenieMit|j' 
For we will b& m«la;yr^^c[iicidlahff( t • : • ' 

They pr«s^titi)rf€Mi^K^dihi»%ja htadefcf &t doea^. 

With hunitofeig'ytMngMqaftriia^ewi^ r ... 
They lov'^ i^^t^wab'^bc^^iWJd dteigrertt W(9od> 

This pretty sweli Mb^jif^liapUBMi^rii (i;Ml .il 

He wafij^I^'i||lifitr^t§%(W^Jhttliel«xiafiretUgh>./^ >M 
And i3a6if\k tm dtte^ifae^^owt/j^ i' :.v.\^ 

A swec^' i)l:et«^ llid^^ ^icAf <idis«ibg)dileyihtd; . : 
Bold Robin the chrisiiftfi»tig^old^ v . w i 

And were of tli^ Niaftiitfghaftirfcitftd; 
Bra:^'Stetely dtirii tfie»^wkli '^evJ^wyeomiani 
And did in tllte'fiiton^r prcKtteNl't/i i 

This infwt MM^^allad J(6hili]jitttk>.qiie^ 
Which name i^iairt];& ohaiiged fUMfi :. 

Tlie >vords we'll transpose ^ €0 wheiever he goes^ 
His name shall be calli'd IiitUe John^ 
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They all witha. jshout made tljie elements ring. 

So soon us the office was o'er ; 
.To feasting they went, with true meitimen^ 

And tippled strong Uqppr galore,* 

Then Robin he took the pretty sweet b^be^ 
And eloath*a him from top to. the toe 

In gatmesti o£^gnieninH»t ^gqr to^bt^^Meen, 
And gave hini $i cuiious long bow* 

Thou shalt be an archer as welt as. the best, , 
And range in the grqen wood with us,, * 

Where we'll not want gold nor silver, behold, "^" 
While bishops have ought in fhelr purse. " '. 

We live here like squires or lortlfi of jenown. 
Without e'er a foot of free laM.;^ ,. 

We feast on good cheer, with wine, ale, and beer. 
And every thing at our command. 

Then music and dancing did &nish the day : 
At length, when the sun waxed low, • 

Then all the whole train their grove did refrain. 
And unto their caves they did go. 

And so ever after, as long as they.liv*d, ^ 

Although he was proper ^nd tall, . ^ 

Yet nevertheless, the truth to express. 
Still Little John they did him call. 

* Abundantly, 
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xxxvn. ' ^ : 

The Bishop of Here£^> £ote]rta]ipEi€i9.<;.l>y Robin 
Hood and little JofaD^t&cu in hk^ Bamsdale. 

SoMB they, will talk of bold Robin Hood. 

And some of barons bold j^ 
But ru tell ^oju how he sprvfd the bishop, of Hereford^ 

When he robb'd him. of his ffold. 

As it befelHn ^en^^Ba^^ ^ , ,^ 

All under tlie green-wood tree. 
The bishop of Hereford was to come by. 

With all his company. 

Come kill me a ven'^n^ said bo\d Robin Hood,, 

Come kill me a good fat ^eeri 
The bishop of Hereford is to dine with me to*day. 

And he shall pay well for his cheer* 

We'll kill a &t yen'son, said bold Robin Hood; 

And dress it by the highway side y 
And we will watch the bishop narrowly^ 

Lest some otb^ way he should ride. 
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Ilobin Hood dress'd himself in shepherd's attire| 

\^th SIX of his men also ; 
And when the bishpp of Hereford came byj r 

They about die fire did go. 

O what is the inatter ? then said the bishQPi 
br for whom dOfpumtdce this adp? 

When your company i?,jso few,? , .j,- . .... > 

We are shepherds, said boldrBp^ifi Ik^t^ i ' 
And we keep sheep allthe yeajr ; , . , ,/." 

And we aie disposed tp be me^jthiaid^,:...: .^^ 
And to }dll of the king's i^ 4Wr nov jiMi'i 

You are brave feUowSj»'iwtid<tbqJ^ oi^d tj 

And the king of your doiqg /rt)fiU,knQ?r i / 

Therefore m^ bafi;^ a^d comq 4wg Wfdi mo^ 
For before thf ,^L^.you ^haJi go^ ,^ . . a. 

O pardon, 0,|Wd<^f sw4b^ IMh^ > 

O pardon, I thee pray^ • = ! * ;- 

For it becomes not^ypur lor^ship'ji a^' 
To take so ms^y, Uyes away* 

No pardcm, no pardon, said the bishop, - V 
No pardon I thee owe ; .. / 

Therefore make haste, and come along with m^'l 
for before the king you shaH go. 
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TBien Robin set his back against a tree, 

And hfa foot against a ftom ;' 
And from undemeatK Ms'sbejihejfd''s coat 
^e puU'd out a bugle horn, ' • - - 

He put the littK end to hirf ttiodth; ' ^ 

And a' loud blast 'fid he lilb^/'^ ' 
Till threcsicore and ^tii'of bcW^WjtiSri'ls iiieii 

Came runnlng^ilf oH a%^^f '^ '''"' -'''' 

All m^l^ ob^Ss^ee fo 'b6Id llbb^^ 
'Twasaco»t^'*iglrf*t6JSc^. i^ ' ' 

What^te^^aS^J'riidsttriskiaiiittW Jdhn^ 
TTmt 70U fi»^ 4&t Kii«^ K '^^ ^^ • 

O here is^ffi^^Bti^ ^mi^^, 

And^ii<$^^^aon^e shairiiaVfe.^ 
Xte W^hii'litead, iiJasteti^saf^ John, 

And thjx)ir MiW^iiit*'Ks^8{^^ ^ 

O pdrdaH <)^^de«ii<sliia'tH¥>%«Ho^; 

O pardon, I thee praf f ^f ^^'^^ 1 ^ ; 
For if I hod kniitm^Uad tii^cfti^ouv ' 

I'd have gone: soffit -otlfer^ Wi^,'^^- '' 

fiq pardon^ jii0^ardDiij«ai4'lkMiR(rt3ih: Hood, 
No pardon I thee owe^? •> » =^^ ^ ^ 

Tbnee&re m^e hafit«, and e^e ^i^n^ with me, 
For to merry Bsams Ajle you* shill go; 
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Then Robin .he toc^ the bi$hog by thehaiu^ ^ 

And led hun to jfieirj Barnsdale ; 
He made him to stay and sup with him that nighty 

And to drink wine^ beer, and ale. 

Call in a reckoning, saidihe bishop^ 
. For oietiiinl^ i^ fffm^ wopd'rous high- 
liendme y^uir.pur^^mastei;, said J^ John^ , 
And ril tell you bye and bye. 

Then little Jobiv,tac|k th^|lH^h$iip^s. ^q^n^ 
And spread it upon the jfi^ou^f^ , , . 

And out ofHkbe bi(I^{4>'4,pfM^|]9a#i^ ^ ,, :, , . 
He told three hundfod^pou^fJt vu u: * J . x 

Here*s «nopey:e»^ugh, faster, ^^^iftl^fette^ 
And a comelyt^^t 'tis tqt sBe,j , . ,/, , . ,,- 

It makes me iA;tdwi<y, with Ae bish^^ 
Tho' he heartily Ipwth jy^t^ffie*. .:, 

Robin Hqpd t«fc fkfiif^si^mWJ^^ ^m^ u . 

And he caused ^ <ii)U{rk^f tov pUiy > . . 
And he:ma4(9,^^iU§t<9P;Jto4fu:ic^^ bootaf. 

And glad he cc^didjSOFijetraw^y* 
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Robin Hood rescuing the Widow's Thrlee Sods 
fiom lihe Sberifi; when going f6 bfe £xeciited« » 

1 HERB are twelve montiis in all the year^ 

As I hear many say^ . 
But the merriest month in all the year 

Is the ineny montili of May* 

N0w' BobW Hood is to Nottingham gone^ 

With a link^a^down, and a day, 
And there he met a silly old woman^ - 

Was weeping on the way. • 

What news, what news T thou gSIly old woman^ 

What news hast thou fopr me ? 
Said ^tf There's thi^ee squires in Nottingham town 

Tq day are eondemu'd to die. 

Oh, h^ve they parishes burnt? he said> 

Or have they npiinisters slain ? 
Or have they robbed any virgin ? 

Or with other men's wives have lain ? 
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They have no parishes bumt^ good sir^ 

Nor yet have ministers slain. 
Nor yet have ttiey robbed any virgin. 

Nor with other men's wives have lain. 

Oh, What liaye thev done ? said Bobin Hood, 

I pray ^th'ee tell to. me. 
It's for slaying of the Idn^^s fallow deer. 

Bearing their long 6bws wiih' thee. 

Dost thou not mJnd, old woman, fie said. 
Since thou made me sup and dine ? 

By the truth of my tody, qiioih bold Kot>in IJood, 
You could not titl it in better time. ' 

Now Robin 

WithaUr 
And there b 

Was walki 

1 m^n, , , 



3W 



town. 



; I 



Come change thy fepjmrel ^{th ri(^, ttVd^iHaS,* 
Come change thy apparel for mine j ' ^ ^ 

Here is forty shiUirigs in 'good silver, ^ 
Go drink it in beer or wine j 
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Oh^ thine apparel is good^ he said^ 

And mine is ragged and torn 5 ^ 

Wherever you go, wherever you rid^^ , ' .^ 

Laugh ne'er an old man to scorn. . ' ' 

Come change thy apparel with me, old churL 
Come change thy apparel with pime ; , , , ., j 

Here are twenty pieces of gopd hroad gbli^ "^ . 
Go feast thy hrpthren with wine. .^ ' 



anjDU 






Then he put on t}ie old mapfs hat. 
It stood full hi^h pn the crown : 

: p ••'.'''"'].$ "1*' • '"» . 

The first hold bargain that I. come at, , 

■r V^« ' 4 i^^-i^ni- ::^ .;: J'-j/ .0 ^'. 

* It shall make thee qoipe n<xwn. , 

.t>.iur '!'»/). ji. »; i: ;•' '.•' -li x)- .'■ 

Then he put on the, old n^*s cloak, . ^ 
Was patch'd tlack, blew, and red ; ' 

He thought it no shame all the day long 
To wear the ^gs of^breaU. ' ' 

Then he put 

Was patcl 
By the truth 

This 'man 

Then h^ p^tQ^ th? ohl Wifift*3 Jbosc, . ^ , > 

Were patch'd ftom ki^e tp^vrist : 
By the truth of my body, said |;H)ld Robin Hood# .^^ 

I'd laugh if I had OiPy list. . 

* L e. the brewhes-flitp. 
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Then he put on the old memts sfaotes^ 

Were patched hoth beneath and aboon ; 
Then Robin Hood swore a ^lemn tMh, 

It's good habit that makes a man. { 

Now Robin Hood is to Nottingliam gone^ I 

With a link^ a down^ imd a down^ j 

And thet^ he met vAA the pkroud sheri^' > 

Was walking along ^he* town*' ' ' 

Oh Christ you saw^ob tslieriffy M mi. 

Oh Christ you save and see^ 
And what will; you give to a) ^ifiM tmn : ' 

To day will your hangman: be. ''^ - 

Some suits^ sobm sttits^ tile iheriftf he ^id^ ' ^ ' 

Some suits TU-glve to thee ; 
Some suits, som^vsuiti^ and ^tite thifteen^ 

To day's a hangman's fee. 

Then Robin he t4ms hirti round about, 

And jumps from Sffoek to stone ; 
By the thrfh of riiy body, the sheriifFhe Said, * 

That's well jumpt, thou nhhble tiM^m*i'. '* 



I was ne'erti hangman in all ihylifey' 
Nor yet intends to trade ; ^ 

But cuwt be hie, ^4id bold RoMii, 
That fibrst a hangman was made. 
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Tve a bajf fiMT mtel, add a bs^ fcnr imk^ »" : 
And a bag for barley aadcpra; - ^ 

A bag for fai^ad^ and a bag foe biftdF> i :.^ » 
And a bag .for my little flnnall l|oanii> > 

I have a bom in oi^ pockety - • ri ... 

I got it from Robin Hopd^ ' .. li i / •* ' 
AndstiU.wbenlsetit^tpiayjnQUtb,.^ r ' 

For thee it blow* littjc? «9fid; r: \ . ^ - ^ ■ / 

Oh, wind thy horn, thou puoud ifcliow. 

Of thee I have no^^nbt | .- i. * 
I wish ^t A«»^^^ suck a bhflit/: 

Till both thy «gra»*#«ttt.Mr .^ . . T 

The fiipt Joud blaakithalAe^^ \im, :.- 
He blew both lo^pnd ibrilliS : ^r 

A hupted i^d 1^ of Jlo^ Jii9^^ 
Came riding over tbt hiJki/!nif>i 

The next load Ua^ihatiie^^^ve, . . 

He blew both loud^^ai^dL aJ9ti9JyipL« 
And qmckfy'iiixiy of Btobpx Hold's m^n 

Cainej|lri]wng iTOi; tbe^pW^^ 

Oh^ who are thos^ tj^e ^liB^^ 

Come tripping over tib^i^?,«. . 
They're my attendants, bWiV€iiJlpbii|i dWl^y, .. ^ 

They'll pay a viiit to thee, , t . * - j' 
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Thqr took ibe.pifk^v^iDm the«lacky 
Hiey sethmjtbterflefiii - . 

They han^^ pjK>ud sheriff .oa tha^ 
Released tl^sQiwQ thi^ iqesu 



XXXIX. 
mmH HOOD 'i\MI> liAB>AfMUU»«: 

A^BWi?yii*>er«y^d of.% f,aA 

Maid Mariaa ^I'diijrvnfane,.!. .^- roH 

Did live iiir.thft)iW^> ^^w§lk»t waj|b^!:i // 
For $b^Y(mAff^n.^«oi^^ ' ; t ii i .si* 

F<H? %oHrjM4]jS»^m<Utew^ 

Queen Helejiicsbe^<fi3ic:«M|ri jV) jJd 

For IVteiaa^^Qwa^^pi:^^ qfiaU. polQllj b,,/. 

That did ia tl^^^ouaitjry.dw^Ur.vi.tii ,i;T 

Twa« iMa%r J^^^ // 

Whose beaiMy WAS xAear aiMUir«l|t,i. j j 

That cOuld.sMijpass this couatry lass, . . >^ 
Beiovgjpi.of io^dwulkoi^ht, ,. r 
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The eaif of Huntrngdoh nobly born, "^ 

That came of noble blood. 
To Manan went, with good hrtettt. 

By the name of Robin Hdodf. 

With kisses sweet their red lips did meet. 

For she and the earl did agree ; 
In every place they kindly embrace 

With love and sweet unity. \ , 

But fortune bearing these lovers a spite. 
That soon they were forced to part ; 

'MtMii^Urf}^^ wbtiidthtiti m^m Robin Hood 
With a sad and 9(»rrow6il heart. 

And iiiSimk, ifW» soul, was trocAled in iniWd; 
For the abs^ttC^ of h€r friefad> 
, With fiageMri cy* she oftew cBd cry, 
And his person did i^iv^ con^mend. 

PerpltKed'imd^««feidl; Md-tk^U^i^ iii mind. 

She drest Uirseirtife^ia flij^; • 
And ranged tbe^ wood *to fittd Robin Hood, 

The bravest of ^eh fci Ihat age. 

WiA^lilvW aWd bbw,^sififoM, Ibikklcr and aU^ 
Thus armed was Marian 1boH; ' 

Still wandmng about to find Robin but. 
Whose person was better than gdd- 

VOL. II. R 
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But Robia Hood he bknself bud disguis'd,^ ." 
And Marian was stiaogdy aAtir'd^ 

That they proir'dioesy and sa idl to blows^ ' 
Whose ^abluv bcdd: BMn admijr'd. 

Tb^>4c^ Qutibeir iswcuds/ andc to qufttiog. Aey 
At least fortfta^baucMt moijtt, .• [went 

Tb/kiiAf!>iUoo^rf^tti9pam fiom bold nfdi)m'8 Ace^ 
And'Mas^ftea&jiMiDxtedidoreifti '^i' U 

O hold thy liattd^^U^tb^hUdyMidfiobm^Hiod^ 
And thou shalt bfe$te«^^iQ4risjlliiigiv. ^ 

To nQifi^Li«u^>>«09diwi^ 

And hear tbeo9^«(^4ag^pi9ga)feisiD9.i)ia 

Herself she,^,ifWQjtly ^mm^j t -r .! /; 

And with ki$pie9[^vy|^isbe dJA bwa gfWt^ A 

Like to a m^ti^^r*felwpejv.; i i .- ri 

When boH^rfj»,Hoj}diJ!pi|.JWWw.^^^ 
Good lordi)(Wblit^j3Hppi¥lir. 9ra9f there ! . * 

With kr^,^9|ferj|^ies s^^j<^^ <tf ft^e% . ; 
Providingjc^ig^totf^f^i;,, K ' / 

For Little j^<l|p;t<^y%,b^^ ,,» 

And wandered io tki^rWOpA, i>' li 

To IqP t)f^ d^^ apdjwJl!».good checr> 
For Marian ^iid Robia H9Pd. 
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"^ * 
Astsit^bwqiieithey'faAd ftiU'sobii^ ' i 

All in a shaded btfirer, . r; ■ > hj slf; « i/ 
Whetet«^idiK)ii£weettfa«y hbA'lu^'isliti'^ ' ' - . 

And wereaneMry tiiat pres^iil^iibar;' ' I '^ 

Great ilaggone of wine were d^t'dli tfie^^MStfd^ 
And merrily Aey drank vbuudit jKt^tA \l 
^ y Their bcMtrkof sacl^ la «freiigtlieii^i|faeifaieiB^ t 
Whilst their kiiee&«jlttt^(Ri«h tliei^iint. 

! Btist G[loUii»H<^tteg^i^<te 

To MaiiBii^hJB'oid^^eaav^ 1 ^ i ^' '^ > ' 
AiidEisy^dkh<ikdlltofl]{><^Oiil^i^ > 

Did <|q]ekly )b»ilij^ tip '^S^teaii ^ 

Ft* to«*tt*i^'*05lhf^^*^st off thrbotrti!?^ ^' 
Whilst tkos^ey did r^aifa, '■ ' - * ^ 

And ^vejy cup' that tiiey^fe«nfe^p ' ' 

They filFd with sjpeed ^ItfiW *- 3 : f 

Atla^'ihey idiafedt^b^ HefyifeiSb^^ 
And went to ^^b ih-ihe^^dcfed^'^"^ • " ' 

Whace Little. J<*tt a^maM^li^ 
Attended on bdld HcMfiflfo^;^^*'^'^ '^''■ 

In ailftlicctoiettl tbgfeAfer>«f#y*ii^ -*^''' ' 
With all their yedifiete pcf'f *^»"^>''' ' ' 

They liv'd by thdr Irtted^ wfthiwft djiy iahdsj 
And so they did lAany a-day. -^ ' '''' ' * 
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But now to conrlude^ an end I will make. 
In time as 1 think it,^ood, . » 

For the people that dwell in tha north can tell 
Of Marian and bold Robin Hood. 



THE KINC^S Di*(3ftJlSE/ANP FRIEN^^ 
WITH Rl^^ ^ { 

Kij^G Richard hearing of the pranks 

Of Robin Htfefltitid' his >ien; ']' ^ ^ -|'^ |"^* 
He much admir'di atid niore desir'5 



To see botfc^Kifa &nd them. 



I ; •• * r/ 



Then with a dozeif of hi^ lords^ ^ ^ 
ToNo«5hg§iifi^1K^ioa^^^'^ : ''\y^ • "' 

When he came there, he 'made good cne^\^. 
And took \k) War aibode. ; .^ 

He having Staid there some time, . _, ,, 
But hadne'nOpes to speed, , / . 

He and his lords with one accord, ,, ,, 

All put on tnonks. weeds. 
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From Fountain-abbey they did ride, 

Down to Barnsdale ; 
Where Robin Hood prepared stood 

All company to assail. 

The king was higher than the rest ; 

^nd Robin thought he had 
An abbot been whom he had seen. 

To rob him he was (jtMd. 

, Hetopl^.the l^W'? horsev^y-^ie-Jiead-; .7 j t «. 
Abbot, says he, abide 5v .. r- ^ 
I am bounii ^o mi suiHi' knaves as you. 
That live in pomp and pride. 

■ I - ^ 

9^.',{'r^c .;*;«; +0 "'4''.' ..' '"^/i '.'.Ir". 1 \J ■' 1 * 

But we are mes^ep^c;^^ frw rt^tiij^fe r -• • 
The king biiqsejf didj^y jt,-!, ^.k, ,... { 

Near to this place, b^n9y|l^^;}Qlto» ' r r r 
To speak with thee does stay. 

God save the king, ^s?^^ JloHpipy^ig^^d^ / . . 

And all that w^sli^h^^ lyell; ^.,,^ , . .. .. 
He t£at does deny his ^ve^ejffktSf r ...^ »^ 

I wish he was in hell. 



Thyself thou cursest, said tlie.kipgyj \ 
For thou a traitor art : ; ./ ,,,a^ . .i 

Nay, but that you are his mes^engftr^ ^ 
I swear you lie in heart ; 
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For I never yet hiirt any mati 

That honest is and true ; 
But tho6^ m\o ffy^ their oands to Ike 

Upon other men's due« 

I never teilt*tfaetaBfeaadiriwi, 
That use to «iH<theigiiiitiid f :> 

Nt>^s^ia>ihw^4AKld,fdiab(nnge'tlie Mnod^ < 
To follow hawiaarlK>taicL;.{i: . >. ^^ . .1 . > 

My ehiefe^ &plle^b]»igy>i% .r'? •■ . - I'^u"- 

Whointhe^jJiysbtars^Jrr^^ ' -^ 
With ^fritt^ ^itttf J^^cttiH' li^^fadr &»i9ptoMhi, 
I make my clAitf(ts»iflkifl- ffai:?t>p b bnA 

B«t I aoi ver^^flH' iiitj^^»*iti'^»»fip^'^^''^ 
Thatlhave^iirt'iybtf*^ir' 'i^m .').i,IT 

Come, bcWrt ^e end, 7^ Aftll> my flfiendj' 
Taste of b^^eAi^^Wwdfeli^fer,^ ^' '^ 

The king he^&Mdia ttSrfrtjI^ii^li, ^ * " 
And so did all his ihdn 1^ '. ''■ - 

They thou^t^A fe^, wlftt kind-of cheer 
Robin would prrndde fb^tbttA.'^ ' 

Robin took tb^ king's Horse by the Itea^^^^ ^ 
And led bim to the tent : ^ '^ ' 

Thou wouW not be so ite*d, quoth he;' * 
But that my king thee sent : ' ' ' 
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Nay^ more than thal^ qdoth>Bblasi Hood^ \ 
For good king Riehaxdfffrsalae; • %a\ if.il'\ 

Jf you had-ariuuch^gold'rBs eeerltc^rii ■. H 
I would oi0t one pouiy taJscu i .' tr. aoii ! 

Then Robin set hikhani^fb^kikitiimihyj \rnr^ 
And a loud bl^kstihedidlbl^i^i oj?i; udT 

TillM hiiikdr»l(«ndf4te, b6(9^1uiidll£ici^'9i0^n 
Came marchin^>aU(«f ^osi^iinl v/oliot cT 

And when they eaisr^i Wd)|lq|^ hf^fb^ > ' / 

Each DMA' 4^/b^(h«vto^'>i(< - o*' '/ 
O,-tli0iq[fctth«fj£togy^lfe}^f«^g^li^ '/ 

And a seemly sjgfetqt^ailgw.l -. /ai ^>lsai J 

Witliinfbw||eKltfllw» *d[!S^3^^ ry'r T ,.,m 
These men of RgJiiBi^Hgo^^jS^.^^^^ j ,_; ? 

Momtoa*lqibi%^lMiy^ Wne,^ . j , . 

So the c(mi:n^f}k^»^9i4h^3^^^ ; 

So then t|ifiy^^^jl^i^5^5pj,3 1 ^ .; . . , 

Upon a carpet gree»j ,r |j f.:r ^\ jr . r 

Most curiiO|Lis . to .he 3^e^*q [ r .., ,j j, i, . < 

Venfep^ loxd fowls were plenty 4;h^re^ 
With fish out of the riyef: : . , , , , » 

King Richard sworcj^ cm sea or sliorcj^ , 
He never was feasted betl^er ^^ , ^ . ^^ 
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Then* £obi& takes a cann of ak t 

Come krtr-rte-tiow begin ; 
And evai^'ihan- shsSl have a eann, 
^^ '^HfeVc^ra^li^hh nnto A^^^ 

The k&^lifBa^fr drank to the Hng, 

So roiibd about it w^nt ; 
Two barrels ol" ale, both stbut and stdiir 

To pledge t^t health^ ^^s^- * 

And after tWa bowl of vfihe " ' ; ^ ' ' 
Inhish^natbokltobin'Hbcfti:^^'^ ^ 

Until I die/ril drink wlii^, siitfW; ' '' 
While t live in ^e pre^n Vd(rf.^'^^ 

Bend allyotir tt6ivs, sitav^(»b4I<i0i$:^'^* 
And with IHe grey^^oos^ Wittg ' ii i 

Such sport'^fibw show, as yau wfwW'dO'^ 
In the pre^fehcc df Iheiiljg* ^ ^ * ' 

They ^wiftostfchitaavB Itehny^ n / : .- 
By eleaviiig^^iek ttnd wands^ . '. ' 

That the klkig^did aay^^ sqck meaas lb^ 
Live abt to o^ny lands^ « ^ i : 

WeH; 1Eo»tf /H<^j'th«nQi^sa^!ti^ 
If I could thy patdon^t^. . : 51 

To serve fheiSng fee very tdiisj^ :.i# 
Would'st ib6n thy oii&d firm scat;? 
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Yes^ with aU fnyheart, l^oli ^?i^ ^14^ 
So they flung off thw. vhgodsj . -. 

To serve th^ king in ey^ry,j^i^ ,^ .^„^^ 
They s«^ove.they would s^^fi ^Ifi^^^* 

For sL4ilBrg^9Jii wasfii^Jt.iPJ'l^^MXf!,^ ^, p 
Which makes jue bate theip ^}^\^,^ 

I am the kipg^^tl^y sovereign king;, , , 

That ^^£irs be^e you all, 
WheQj[VP>^^ sa.w that it iy«^ hc^ ^ \ . 

St^It>rfBl^j ^n s^ %^ kiflg I, ...^ £ 
ril tl^MJ^j(;g^d907gi^p; M ^, - .;, ^ 

Sttod;up»^mjs fi|#ndioyrHsftnrfPpt?«Ac 

When I^ j|f«^ %>)fer^?q an: il 

So they^ttirf'Jill gfumiUli:Xi4fy^^m^: T 
All shtBJDdBg^ftiifly'f^iiJtft^B.^f*^ ' j 

But mh&PPAmrjpeof^ 1bta|i 4U Jl0e,: . 
They tbougbtithe Ms^ ^|i»($^9W j 

iipd:lbirfthp^.ea(ndJt^^§19l^(K^ - 

To rule a}li|0'thfe7t;^s|(}} ki.,oj i r? 

«|bid fcr to shvoy^ wUfC^. f»»Sbt» fWV- cT 
Thepe(ipl6)diAMb?riff|# rVf n.uW. 
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The plougfamsm lef^ the pjkmgh. v^ the fields, . 

The smith raa,fcQm hh ^hop ; . 

Old folks also^ tbf^ nm^(^ coM gq> 

Over their stic^ did bop* 

The king soon «^4.1^^ ^^^^V) uodentiui^ 

He had been m^^^i^f^^J^f^^s . 
And from that ^y^ f^t^^qm^^ „ , ,, ... . > / 

Re'dfbiigiT(ft§i,^}jiB,Si^ ,. ,;.;i 

Then when tb^jjp^<a^,4i«y.^*jb?»ffe. »j. v >.?[ 
And when thj^:tw1i^fPTOlaW^IWf>!« ni(M .{ 

They all did sins^GfAm^iA^^imbt^ ^yyu. . I { 
Hang care, the timf^Jk ^Wxiy^A v/on ;)ii/: 

Wbat^s that litp^VK Jiff>4^..#W¥f^{t||^<f)>^^ 

ThatvarktI4<hlM#wf' m !./•{ , ! ,[i.i // 

Both me 0194 WWFl«:C«w4»tgt4kw^ , / 
And serv'd us all wilh^ipei jfei». . t\ 

Ho, ho, said Robin Hood, I know what you mean; 

Come take your gold aj^dn : 
Be friends with me, and I with thee 

And so with every man. 



Now^ in99ter sberifi^ you are paid ; 

And since you are beginber^ 
As well as you give me aiy doe. 

For you ne'er paid for that .dinner. 
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But if that it should please the Icibg, 

So. much your fcottse to grace} ''5- » 

To sup with you fot to TSp^ak %Wl V --^ ''*' 
I know you ne'er was base. ' • i^ a'^'' 

The sherHT this could not^adnsaty, ^^ •' 
For a trick ^ ptit tipott hah 5 - ' '^ =^ ■ ' 

A supper was drc^/tlildtf^ wafe a^^ue^t, - "^ 
But he thought *«^<iAia*kffe *M6tit hist^^ 

Tliey are dl i^^fe^Ii^dfafi^^^iirt; • ' ' ' 
Robin Hood^^Wft' aS'hfrMift V ' ' 

He once wA^'fliei'd VM6bie ^pfcei^i' 
And now hens^ft^^ a^fi&V J ' " ' ' ^^ ^^ "* 

Mlthyiu^Ii^pi^ifk*'*ravcf'RM>^ " ^^ ^^^ 

While he liv'd in the grdin W^ ]' ' " " . 

Now, my frifend, attirttrf, aiidlffitf ah end' "' -^ 
Of honest R<*lnHo6iir' ^f'> -^^ ^ "* ' 

•» [^ ;>'.' '.*f' '•«>• "fiN . /«" • : 

' -t' : :,>'(< '1-1 -■••' '>• ' 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



252 OLD BALLADS. 



XL. I 

I 



BOBIN HOOAiiNDTie GOLBBN ARROW. 

; 

Whkn as the,fjififi|f ^ J^qttit^liaiiL 
Was come with mjcjlte ffk^ o ' ••' ' '• ' 

Hetdk'dnO;j«pifl|]gi^ffeI|^ .icw . i / 
That strong and s^;^ tip^(diq a^u na kll 

So unto Lon<^|qD^lieiisM^( cj 3^.0 :> 'Tif'L-.> • 
His losses to un^Spld ; ^ i: »..:. -V* ** 

TokingEii^h^iF^:Wl^O:didjrfgnr^ ' . -^- 

The tale that he ted loli s * 

Why, 5pq^^c^9fcWhlit^»balltI4Di^^'^j ' '' 
Art thou no sheriff for me')> i --^ '• ^ - ^^ 

The law is in for^de^ to tidbr.tfa|^ coufs& ^ ' 

Of them that ifijum thee. .^ ^ ' * ^ 



• ^ 



Go, get thee S9PQ> ftnd% ApdU^ ' -^'^ « ^^ 

Devise some trickii^ gamey 
For to enthral yoa stbieia all ; 

Go, take thy course with tbem. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



CW4)*AJ*APS. 258: 

^ So away the sheTifThe retum'd^ 
And by the way he thought 
Of th' words of the king^ and. how the thing 
To pass might well be brought. 

For within his mind he imagilied, > 

That when such matches were, 
Slwe>outtofg,gw^ / i*^^ '^ 

Would be the bowmen there. 



So an arrowit^thili j^lAeti^h^^^ ' 
And shaft of dtl^^ WhftS^i* ''' '" 

Who won th^>^$fit^tf hedt^iy 
For his own pA^ l^Wi: ''''' ^^ 



'If 



A 



Tidings came to 1)lild{Rdbht<IIdoA,' 
Under the green-wood tfc^'f ^* • ' 

Come prepare yuqi ih^, my ^fn^iiy men/ - 
We'll go yon sport ««^ mti ^^^ ^^^^'' ^ ; 

With.^»t i^iidfot«Il^taral€I^Wi|'i^ 
David of D©a<jtet8»:>-"^ "^A^ih oi: :j . • 

Master/ s«d Ivei ^i«l^ by ift^^'* - ' 
From the green wood-Wft^lt^dt-sliri 

To teD^liift iBiilk^ti^iii^eNieUpfoi^l^aMr ' ' 
Yon match it isiywH^ •'»^'-^ *^-* - - 

The sheriff, I wiss, dev&es^tU^; • ^ ." 
Us archers tii<begi|ite; • ^- " -' -■ 
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Thou smells of 4i cowaray said R^bin HodS'; 

Thy words domit please rae'^ 
Come bn't wi«t wiir. Til tiy my skflB 

At yon brave arebery. 

O then bespoke bttiTts little Jbbn: 

Come let us tfahh^fgaftg 5" • 
Come Ikti^ri t^%ie^*d#^irstelNfei 

That ^e need no€b<l1tett^d.*^'*J 'Wiu. ^ 



•I'C 



Om-mantles all oTLiHiittUi gr^fe^ *^ ^^' '' - '^ 
Behind u^wte^^tvte'Mr^/^f'' ^^' ' -- ^'" • 

We'll dress t&sai/dAlfe^eRfl,^^^^'^' -''' ^'••-•-"^^' ' 
They shall not jyrfiUcem'i ^'''^ ^""'"^^ '^H 

One shnnw^^^iiel'^6t^e^%^^^ "^^ 

One yellow, anotberlifiie 7^ ' '"' ^' ' ^ ' '^ 

Thusindis^Sci'iii'tWcxfenii&^' '*'* • '-' 
We'll gang, whatc^et ensue. ' " ■ • ^ - 

Forth «M»t|1i^'^i^^^w^'tti^^ ^ i^c^> '' 
With beam aiifim AA(f litWi*; ^ ^^ ' ^^'^^^ 

ftesolyingwltbtteshferirs^li^ "-^ * 

To have a hearty bdufl - ' • — • 

So.themselve^thVAkf3(ilfltt&iiltf i^^i^' >o^^ 
To prevent aU^ai^SM^'*^ / ^ '♦ > 1 

For if they sho*let4tdgeAeV bdMl, • i - "'" 
Theythougbtitnei&iere^Mi; - • 
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So the ^eriff l^ked nmoddboiiit^ 
Amongst eight twodied mw^i .^ '•"■ 

Bat could not see the mght tbat^]bie> > . . 
Had long suspected thca^. . > • i / -A 

Some said, if ^o\nn' Wo&dym iiWt - -'• - 
Anddl his men t0r))pot^-- ,> ...i . 

Sure none of )^^v^:eot^lii,$»ss^:t)me^^^r . ) j 
So bravely thejr^^«lHM>t^:, j , ., v ^ .'i 

Ay, quoth the ^anfl^^^ awe^h'4 his fie^ 
I thought he woul^hifrff^beeji.h^re; ■■ - 

I thought he F^ul^^ .bi)^-:tho'r^e'^ hold. 
He durst not nQ!p?:«fflfiarrc :,. . • ; 



O, that wor<J,|;rijp^fd;]E^ h^art; 

He vexed in his^ blood : .. < 

Ere long, thought he, tJ^»ou,fh4tfWdl see 

That here wag )p[ol^^,^^qic^^ .r,^^ ^ 

Som^^^iie^ blu^ j^fk^ty ^^H^ji^irifid Woi^, 
And a third p^ije4> Ijun^jre^w^j:; ■ 

But the fourth wan saldi yoer^ni^ jn ir^. 
In this place has hOiififjll^Wf -! . : . ^ / I . 

For th^ :Ws^jBi^ HcK4^ii»«QU» 
F(»r he was clontWd in.r^$ : . . . 

At every «hot tbe|»i2» he;*<gpt. 

For he was botibi soib andde»d» . •. i 



Digitized 



b^Googk 



256 OLD 3ALLADS. 

So the anow with the golden head. 

And shaft of silver white, 
Brave Robin Hood wop, and bofe with him 

For his own proper right. 

These outlaws, Aefq that very day, 

To shun all Jc^^j^^o|JJoM}JV . 
By three or ippuf^ Wfl9^vB9r,««W^ ' - 

As they went it^i^^^^p ,^ .^ ,.- ,,, /. 

Vntil fhey i4tj|^9f||l^,)^9|^ ,; yy:,^.,,^ ., 
Under the grecyi-f ^gjj^ji^fjji;,^,!, s,rfT 

Where ikiiif Tf^%i^;pl^^ dor^ff , 

What bravje p^3^^ m^Vvtt bfli\ 

Says l^m JIM> attrPK WH ^^e-^I ir»w oi 
How that y<¥isherifgj||r^; i<;^ ^ ,j,iw 

Know certi^jf Jhat itiyaa^I •- .. ,., 
That bore his arrq^j^^i^.. ^ , . 

Says little John, my counsel good 

Did take efifect before ; . 
So therefore now, if you'll allow, . 

I will advbe wee more. 

This I advise, said little Jdin, 

That a letter shall be penn'd^ 
And when it Js done, to Nottingham 

You to the sheriff sludl send« 
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That is well advised, said Robin 'Hood ; ' ■' 

But how must it be sent ? ' 
Ptigh ! when you please, it's^ done witfr ease. 

Master, be you content. ' " *• 

ril stick it on my arrow*s1iead, '^ '" ^ ' 
Andjshoot it Into the tbwii; *^ ^ "**' '^ 

The mark must show t^ere iiiiiuk |b; ' '^ 
Whenever it Iigte db^i^ ^^^^' ^^'' '"^ 

Thepn 

The 
Which 

And 

So we'U leav«l Blai Mdiig fe tl^ %re^r'^ 
Which will do jBm iio got^y '' ' ''"'^' 

Now, my friends,^ atteh A; atiH lite tte end '^ 
Of honest Rdbifr Bfixiar ^ ^ ''-^^ ^^^^^'* ^^ 

hoes -^'jacfoCi 'J err ,arfoT, sI.v.nv ■ 



^■/ .♦ 



TOL, II. 
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,XLr. 

ROBIN HOOD AND THE TALIAMT 
KNIGHT, 

YT^HBN Robin I y men all} 

Had re^ed n 
The Jdncc was the id been ^d 

,4 '» 

To his bishops 

Therefore they called a council of state. 
To know what was best to be done, 

For to quell their pride, or elsej they refilled. 
The land would be over-run-^ - 

Having consulted a whole summer's dajr, 

At lengtti it was agreed,- ' ' 
That one shotild he sent' to tty ihe e^rent. 

And fetch him away with speed- 
Therefore a trusty and most worthy knight 

The king was pleased to call. 
Sir William by name : when to him he came, 

He told him his pleasure all. 
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Go you from beaee to bold RoUn Hood^ 

And bid Min> Without more ado^ 
Surrendier himself, or else the proud elf 

Shall suffer with all his crew. 

Take here an hundred bowmen brave. 

All chosen men of might, 
Of excellent art for to take thy part> 

In glittering armour blight. 

Tlien said the kuigbt^ uiy sovere^n li^^ 

By me they^hail^be led^ • 
I'll venture my*bloodi^inst Robin Hood^ 

And bring him alive or dead. 

One hundEe4 men were chosen ^straight, 

As proper as e'er men saw : - 
On.imd^i«un»)ttr i&f they mai^chMl away. 

To conquer>4urt bra;re dutl«w« 

With long yew. hcms^ and shimng spears^ 

They marched with micklepride^. 
Anid never dda/d, nor h^ted^ nor stayed 
^ ^Till they came ito the green-wood side. 

Said he to his ardbten, tarry here, 

Your bow^s xoxke ready al^ 
lliat if n/eed should be, you mlty foQow me^ 

And see you obaer^ my call. 
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I'll go in person first ^ he crie^^ 
With the letters of ray ipod king, 

Well sign'd and seal'd; and if he will yields 
We need not draw one string* 

He wander'd fibout ^tiU at l^qgth he cume , 
To the tent of Ro^iin. ^(K)4,: \. \ ., 

The letter be, ^hoiys,. bojd. ^\^^^ arose, » 
And there on his guard he stood. 

They'd haia^^ ^urKes^, ^fi^ilii,!^^ 

4j^<JUe,^t.th^Pfwrcy^^?i: ^ '^r « 

But tell them fropi m^^h^^lF^M^ 
While I have full seven score men. 

\ " '•< .i:;J -^ •! . . li'M.n a 10} int)^ nil 
Sir William the kQ^b^.l)^ ^r^y jf^^d. 

Did oflFer to^^i^^ hm thei^> . , „ ^: 

Which WiUiam Lpe|csdiiry.by,£^Mtt<$ dids sff. 

And hid him iditt trick to foifoean . . 

Then Robi^;{^|j^.$^t JU9^j^opv ' 

Ai;id Ute^YT a^^bl^itor twajg,^^ .^ Ht ' 

And so did the kn^bt, at whicl). there in<iight 
The arehers came all amain*. 

Sir William with care he drew up his men. 
And plac'd them in battle lurray ;' 

Bold Robin^ we find, he was iiot behind } 
Now this was a bloody firay : ' 
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The archers on both sides bent their bows^ 

And^e clouds of arrows flew ; 
The very, first &igtt that hori6ur*d knight 

Did there bid the world adieu. 

Yet nevertheless their fight did last 
From morning till almost noftri'; 
Both parties w^re stout, and MH'tifgiik out : 

This ^is 6n'^K^iait dajr^^^^ Jiiiil' 

t)« oi? I'ii b7i>irx( ^id iiu -r-. . , .* 

<^t length thejr left olFj one party they went 
'^ To l^indbn'wftlif rigl^^ 
And Robin Hooil Hfe fe'tlfe ^e^ni-HvooJ tree, 

nmn^in'je. n-.y^'ii Hut -j. •.;! 1 -i.ii >'7 

He sent for a monk, to let him blood, 

^^ Whti tbd^hfe lite W^;f r': ''^ "' ■/ 

Now this beinjg done, bis ^rbf&ifi' tlie^ ruii, 

^ lit ^as tioitiiief to stay, '^"^ ^^^^'^'' ' 

' - 'i' '•; X- ' ■* jinl) mill Ij... .. t 

Some got on board, and cross'd the seas, 

^ 1*8^? lind^H' I'^iii^yi,' afa^ 
And others to iXotAti'htf^rhf^heii^doomf 

■^ Bttt soon retiuiiCdiagafe -* ' * ^' 
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XLU. 

ROBIN HOOD^^ DEATH AND BUBIAL, 

When Robin Hood and Little John 

Went o'er yon bank of broom. 
Said Robin Hood to Little John, * 

We' have shot for many a potTnd, 

But I am not able to shoot one shot more. 

My arrows will not flee ; 
But I have a cousin lives down below, 

Please God, she will bleed me. 

Now Robin is to fair Kirkley gone^ 

As fast as he can win. 
But before he came there, as ^ye do hear. 

He was taken very ill. 

And when that he came to fair Kirkley-hall, 

He khocked all at the ring, 
But none was so ready as his cousin he^rself 

For to let bold Robin in. 
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Will you please ta sit down^ ooma BMj^ A^ md# 

And drink some beer wkb mt i 
Ho, I win neither eat nor drink 

Till I am blooded by th^. 

Well, I have a room, cousin Robin, abe said,^ 

Which you did never sec. 
And if you please to walk th^ein, . f 

You blooded by me shall be. 

She blooded him in the vein o{ the arm. 

And lock'd him up in the room. 
There did he bleed all the Uye-slong day, 

Untill the next day at noon. 

He then bethought him of a cfisie?9jent door, . 

ITiinking for tp be gone, . 
He was so weak he could w>X}^^^ 

Nor he could not get down. 

He then bethougl^t him of his bygl^ honi; 

Which hung'low down tp his knee^ 
He set his horn unto his mouth. 

And blew out weak blasts three, 

" - ■ • ^ 

Then Little John when hearing him> 

As he sat under the tree, 

I fear my master is near dead. 

He blows so wearily. 
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Then litde John to fidr Kiddey is gone *i ' 

As £EU5t as he can diee ; 
But when he came to KirUey-hall^ 

He broke locks two or three. 

Untill he came bold-Bolua to^ 

Then he lell on his knee ; 
A boon^ a facv2D> cries Iilde)Johtij^i ^^ • ' v 

Master^ I bcg'<fi£ttl|e0«. ;:^j»; ho< ^vd -^ ^^ • '/ 

What is that boon, qftc^lRf*feai^ , ) 

Little John, thou begs of me ? 
It is to bumiair *3iWf*fWbrvit v- ': i. . . r 

And all their nuQU^ft r: J .i ykwJ Li i i^ *' 

Now nay, now nay, quodbilabiniiiood; o* ^ - "" 

That boon I'll not grant thee ; 
I never hurt woman in all my life. 

Nor man in woman's company* 

I never hurt iair maid in all my time^ 

Nor at my end shall it be ; 
But give ine.my bent bow in my hand. 

And a broad arrow I'll let ffee ; 
And where this arrow is taken up. 

There shall my grave digg'd be. 
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Lay me a green sod under my head> 

And another at my feet| ' - ' -' ^- 

Andlay my beiitbowby my sid^vo .d 'T;ri^> ;R 
Which was my music isw^$ --/ -cf oi^icf -ii 

And make my grave of gravel and green^ 
Which is most right and lilefeli / ^^^n^-' 



iJ i- 



I ti 



Let me have lengtfi abdluxkc!^ en<Mq;li9 
With a green sod under. my iiead; ' 

That they may say^ when I am dead^ 
Here liesbofatB^bkr^Hb^; 

These words they readilf pKJttiis^fi him. 

Which did bold Robin fJ»ft*!V' 
And there they buried boM Robin Hood^ 

Near to ^Mxni&Mefs, '^ 

^ ..I -.::!;; >\i'imo'^' . ' ■ ' ''"; 
( v>6 t} Ui^i^i hi: ■ . • 
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ROBIN HOOiyS EPrrAPHL 

Set on bis Tomb by the Prioress of Birkslay 
Monasteiy^ ia. Yorkshire. 

luiBiN^ Earl of Huiitiiigdo% 

Lies undbf this little stone ; 

No archer was like him so good ^ 

His wildness namM hii^ Robin JIo9B% .^ 

Full thirteen years, and something more^ 

These northern parts he vexed sore* 

Such outlaws as he and his men 

May England never know agaiu. 

"' the series <if balbds- rdafing to luteit lti4b^i# fterk 
brought to a coiiekiBioii. We have traced' lukn from hii 
birth to his funeral. No ballads have been more popular 
than those which rala|)ft 1» this ceklw^ied outlaw ; they ar# 
familiar to readers of all ages and every duss of socieity. 
The observation of Drayton is sti:ictly trueiand destrveato 

.be transcribed: 

*' In this our spacious isle I think there is not one 
But he of Robin Hood hath heard and iittie Johft^ 
And to the end of time the taies sh^ neteir bfS 4oi9 
Of Scarlet, George a Green, and Much the llUer'a soi^ 
Of Tuck the merry friar, which many aiiermoft vaikdM 
In praise of Robin Hood, his outlaws^ ^nd th«jr tnade^*' 

There is one peeuiiaHty attached to the story : the hero 
is constancy engaged in single combat, and uniformly 
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\MS9ltm' Y^» like Pon (luixotci, he aliray • r^Uins out ^ 
gard, and is not degraded in our esieem, ^%<m wben lioa^n 
by a woman, as in the instance of his encounter with maid 
Miri^p. . ' i : - 
1% \fi a)i¥Mrt ffi^eirlU^s 1(o j|ta|0^ Ae)eg«f|4 ji^l'i^ded 
lA bw^J^i^^ ^i^b. The h^Q'ff^B^ikh^]A ^nik'yf^yihf>j9vb-' 
fVited'himself and his followers b^ levying foircedi^onitrilMi- 
ti0n» on tho wealthy traydler, in plain English by robbery ; 
but he appears alwayf to^ h»t« leapected the iinfortjui^te» 
the needy, inad the femajb mx. l^ei d^rgy fpH npAer hit 
di|i|^lea8ttr«»a]|4 1^ }^^%drtMi)^^xffoU4 wtipathy to eccle- 
9Mtics of eTery,.degr«e,,wJi)i€h hga only beepi surp^«ed by 
th«t of bis recent biograjpher>R«tlon, . ' 



- PMDE AND WICHM>NESS: • 

... . ..;»..';/''' ' . " 

BeiDg the £ttU of Qo^a El^iknyWite to E(!hratd 
the Fitsf, King^ of England j whd/fot her pride, 
by God's' Judgments, sunk Into the ^ouud ^t 

. Cbaring-cross, apd rose ^ Queenhithe, , 

1%,^:^ »fSfi^T he as^savy to iibmrYu^ ti^at uo o^e cirf;um^ 
stance iotbe' life^of ^leein Eleaaor affords the least ground 
for the charge brought gainst her memory in this 

, ballad. Her character, by the testimony of every histo- 
man, i^ppears t^ have been truly amiable i and what in- 

: .4ij^th^FVi^ ^ ^^ tb^jQ jrpux^pssa^pfr^iqns oa her 
Tame is difficult to account foTy ilBJpH! ^yq.j^dpaU, ^e 
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'conjectures of a former editor, which we shidl^ gvit Um 

reader in his own wordf. 

> 'r .' \ I. i^ ♦ . '. 

« I look upon ihii'Mng as a ieyere satyr, written in the 
^ days of queen Mary^the €r0t>. ^'Kwr n this barely a con« 

- ** jectnre i Ihtiiy^fry cir cuntetnoce which I ha^e adyanced 
*^ to prore that it <fQiild not be meant <j€ queen Eleanor, 
** seems to confirm its relation to qu^n Mary. As, the 
** inventioh of coaches. Which* is recorded to have been in 
<< her time ;ir6i^j^6ifi(fdfli WliSmktilffao was brought 
<< to bed ; for queen Mary never had a child; nc»twilh- 
*' standing that it had been given out in all churches that 
*' she was big, and pUbUidL'piMybft'taMe ffrfher tafe de* 
*< livery. Npr can itftetfaifughkiibttfnl^ibst ihe should 
w H ctlkd » SpaiyPM-AlifOf rfUf imm ^msf^ t^ Kathe* 
*• rine, an infanta of ^p^ ^Lpd,3(aft(g^ l|^ ^ejMronation) 
** marryed to Philip, prinea of Sga»L ./I djo nojt Imow 
**what particular fact is meant, py her' ti^e of the 
«< mayor of London's Wife; l/al!T abi'lii^^ilfakitqioken 
«* of her cmeltiei'l^gen^M) i ^ t^diher' M«j^ si^allowed 
<< up, seems to be a^ Itoiwt Qfiihe.pQet'a»>lhi|1^ unless she 
«« amended, Tengeaace would overtake her. A plan fpr 
** this satyr being thus formed, I ^m i^it to think, our 
*" poetlo<Hl^^llfi|ifbr(?ar. %jiiiril fitef^T^s^.ht| might 
"the better ^f^^ ^w^^ji,^ ?a)ji nat^lay himself so 
" open to cei^re^^s-he would^btl^erwik^^ have been: and 
*< probably ^eanor wa» the~ first Spanish princess whose 
" nsLTffe he met Willi. PrBb&bl^'h^^Ht^^ Sethis pit^u^ 
«' queen tbttt^e^tile'^tgiit efiu»?fyA(te;tlMttgh Hr^as said, 
'^ it could not be meiBitii7riier^«iiil:pfirtf^]k':6l was glad 
«< to mention^ 4fE]^>£Qpd^9iiil y^i^usithatpepj^ might 
*' look back upop h^r history, and see fte difference be* 
"tween her and the bigotted queen, who tlf en swayed 

'*< the English sceptre.** ' 
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When Edward was in England Mhgi 

The first o£ all that name, 
ProudEUinor he.Bsad6 hi9 4^eoii,r/^;, j. 
A stately Splliiisli dame;: '• n^jui^ in * ^ * 
' Whfee wicked Ifife, a»id^iiiftrt»|Mdfc,^»i^r' 

Tliro' England did eiceW: ; '';'' ^;^'^^'? "^ ^ 
,To dainty dames, iapd i^llanit mai^sl^^. * '^ 

J'- • •'. r :. bar 5 »■: n \ilK i\y k. i</» : 'r.i« ;i ' 

She wa9 ih^x%(.rA^t,4ifJi»vi?^ 
h-'.uf.- -'J«i.xotclKe»fhn^!}toJii(fet; '-• ^ . ;/S 
^'^' She #^Afe ft«'dkfe«'Bii)bi^''d»i$h«M' <* 

/, ^ No JSiffHsn'taylor here toiila serve "^' * "'' 

L. / .: &it;$ft«^for't4^y1or9 i9;tf[^,S]i»in» ' .^ » ■ l > 
'^^i^ .'•/.'.rpo'feed'ber-'i^ftiadwiva i: Of! - - 

lo'i i: .i'( A ' :* 3-'; f « l-.M>>" 3onB9^T / »■;.:;;*• 

T^t ,./n T&ej^'BiMgltt ifa fSisK(ms'^3tite^ atixi new^ 
' ;^''^ ';''^idi 'gdlM gSHftetitk »ip^, = ' " 

V. , Irtxe'fifft \ ' 

V .tj./tWj^.gpwM of Tiolx delight.:,., 
L!f w.Thtt l^miwximv^f in Spaabb pQde , 

.^ .!§ ^^^' -Dkk^ibaiiihneverjr-^tiliiete; " -' 

r^.l mwearld^tecteoflmin;^' ;; 
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Both nian and.child, both maid aod wife^ 

Were diown'd in pride of Sfain : 
And thougjbt Ae Spaoirii tftykm then 

Our Englisb.BMni did sUin : 
Wl^ereat the (fmea Hd much desrpigli^ 

To see our:EDgliih men * 
In vesiures elad^ as brs«e try ^e^ * ^ 

AsauySpaniaui^lliea. ' 

She craved the kiiig> that ev^'jry man 

That wore Ipnj^ Iqcksi <tf haky 
Might then Jj/b. /g^.au^ ^^oBai at» >rY 

Or shaved very neaT';- 
Whereat the long did fleem.cotitait^ 

And soon theretoagreed^j •. 
And first co^n^amdlMl, that his .own- . 

Should then be cut with ^ed ^ . 

4nda%r|ha^t^.£|^asehi3qttee»,,t ' 

Proclaimed 1^9^ ^^Jand^ 
That ev'iy mafi. ijk^f^ wore Iqug hair. 

Should poll him. put c^ hand. . ;, 
Butyi?trthis'3js^a»aJ,.n^^ ^. . '[ 

To women bof;^*,;*^, , ,: r, , .>h h\i\ 
And th^^re^ijesta^ iff i^^ ; -. 'j 

Against all iaw aiyl xighU 
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That 69^1^ w<MnaiiidbdtUu>uU' have 

Their right brea^ out away ; . 
And then widi kiming mms s/eufi^ •- 

The blood to staumih Mid Btaf I 
King Edward thdn pe^eeiving ^mih < * l 

Her spite t0 t^bfiiailisM/ 
Devised sobtet bypdUcy^^ : - - ^ 

To turn her bloodyingjiad^ • 

He sent fbr burnitigi k(ttis t^tm^ht^ 

AUsparktilOfgfeot^fee^^'- ^ ' 
And said, ^^. O ijM^ ^coibe oh ihy' way j 

« I will begin with tlier;**" ' \^ 
Which w0iApdidim«o1««K^leal(e'th^ ^j^^. 

That penanoe to^l^H ;' ' ' ' 
But ask'd him parit>ii oa tifet bnees j 

Who gave her gifece-tfittrdii: 

But afterWiirdjfe Ae di'aiicVto^^as$ 

Along braVe^lxmdcfe Stfeitsr, 
Whereas the mayor df Lbndofffe ^ife 

In stately sort 'ste thee** *• f^' ' - ^ 
Wkli^tffc, it**th, aia meTbdy;-'^ ^ 

Unto the cTiurch'tfej^ Mfehty'-**^/' ' ^ 
To five Ood^thanks, tfcsft to W 1(!rtrd mayor , 

A noble son hai^enft. ' ' -• 
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It grieved much tUs dpitefiil queeor^ 

To see that any <me 
Shrald so exceed in mirtii and joy^ 

Except hef^elf alone : 
For whicb^ she after did devise 
~ Within her bloody mfaidy 
And practised still mate secretly 

To kill this lady kind. 

Unto^ the mayor of London then 

She sent her ktt^B straightj ., 1 1 \ 
To send his lady to the court^ 

Upon her grace to^ Wait. 
But whiSn. the LobdoB lady came 

Before proud Ernor's face ; 
She stript har of her ribh array^ 

And kept her vile and base* 

She sent h^r into Wales with speed, 

And kept her secret there ; 
And us'd her slill more cruelly 

Than ever man did hear. 
^ She made her wash, she made her ^taccb^ 

She made her drudge alway y 
She made her nurse up children smailn 

And labour night and day. 
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But this contented, not ^^^.qif^^^i^ 

But shew'd her most despite;;., - 
She bound this lady to apgst^^ ,, ?.. . . 

At twelve a clock at.n^);\]t* , ,,^. ,, -. 
And as, pooi: ladXi sh^^^tpod bq^d,,. .. \ 

The queen (ia.ap^y.,9^^ „,,;,//,. 
Did set t\^o 3nai^e^^i;\to^^,^Q^ , .. 

That suck'd aw^]ji^h)Q9^, if \ '7 

TllU! 
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A 
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The 
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But coming then to London back, 

Within her coach of gdd^ 
A tempest strange within the skies ** 

This, queen did there b^iold : 
Out of which stonn she could not go^ 

But there remain^ a space ; 
Four hones oonld not stir the coach 

A foot out of the place. 

A judgment lately sent from heay^n^ 

For shedding guiltless blood. 
Upon this sinful queen^ that slew 

The London lady good \ 
King Edward then, as wisdom wiIlM, 

Accus'd her of that deed ; 
But she denied^ and wi^h'd that God 

Would send bis wrath with speed : 

If that upon so vile a thing 

Her heart did ever think^ 
She wish'd the ground might t)pen wide, 

And therein she might sink ! 
With that at Charing-cross she sunk 

Into the ground alive ; 
And after rose with life again^ 

In London, at Queenhithe. 
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When^ after that^ she langiiish'd sore 

Full twenty dacp in pain^ 
At last confessed the lady's blood 

Her guilty hand had slain : 
And likewise, how that by a friar 

She had a base-born child ; 
Whose sinful lusts, and wickedness, ' 

Her marjiage bed defird. 

Thus have you heard the fall of pride 5 

A just reward of sin 5 
For, those who will forswear themselves, 

God's vengejmce daily win. 
Beware of pride, ye courtly dames, 

Both wives and maidens all ; 
Bear this imprinted on your mind^ 

Thiit pride must have a fall. 
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XLV. 

A Soi^ of Queen IsabeJ, Wife to King Edward U. 
' with the Down£Edl of the Spencers. 

X RouD were .^piSfMa^n^ and of candiidon ill : 
All England^ and the. kiogilikewise^ 

They ruled at tbc^ will : . 
And many lord^ and noUen 0f .tbe.land^ 
Through their occasioi^ H^ th^ir^Ujir^^ 

And none did them withstand : 

And at the last they did increase much grief ^ 
Between the king and Isabel^ 

His queen and faittifiil wife : 
So that her life she dreaded wondrous sore^ 
And cast wiAin^tler secret thoughts 

Some present help therefore. 

Then she jequest^ with coufit'pwincie gr»v<e and yage^ 
That she to Thpma^Becket'^toiwb .. 

Might go in pilgrimage.. 
Tb^n being joyful to have the happy chance j 
Her son and she took ships with speedy 

And sailed into France : 
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And royally she was received then 
By the king and all the rest 

Of peers and noblemen : 
And unto him at last she did expresa. 
The cause of her arrival there, 

Her care and heaviness. * .• 

When a^ her brother her grief did understand,^ 
He gave her leave to) g^tff^in^fi 

Throughout his (Atmt»' latid ; 
And made a promise to ftid her evermore, * ^> 
As oft as she'shOuM starid^iii'iieed ' < < . : 

Ofgoldand'silfi^eif»tbre'? ^ " . i 

But virhen indeed she did require the same. 
He was as far from doing it. 

As when she thither came ; , 
And did proclaim, whilst matters were so. 
That none on pain of death shquld go 

To aid the English queen. 

This alteration did greatly grieve die que^n, 
That down along her comely face 

The bitter tears were seen : 
When sh^ pereeiv'd her Mends forsook her so. 
She knew not, for her safety. 

Which way to turn or go : 
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But through good hap^ at last she tl^ii deci^eed. 
To seek in fruitful Gennany 

Some succour to Urn need : 
And to Sir Jol^ Hainault then went she. 
Who entertained this wofalqueen 

With great solemmty. 

And "wiSi grdeit s6if0W'toliiin ^'theJi eomphinM 
Of all her griefs and injuries. 

Which she of late anstain'd : 
Sothat wititireeinhg she (Km'd ber princely di|$ht) 
The cause whercc^ did greatly grieve 

That noble courteous knight j ' 

Who ma^ do oath he would ker chan)|Non be. 
And in her quarrel spend his bkk>d. 

From wrqng tQ set her free : 
And all my friends with whom i may prevail. 
Shall help tp^arfy^nce your states 

Whose truth no time shall fail. 



And in his prombe most ftdAMi ht wafi ionaokij 
And many lords of gteat acM^outtt 

Were ip his v0yage bound. • • 

So setting fi»rward wftli a gooffiy train, "* 

At length through God's especif^ grace. 

Into £}ngland they oame t 
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At Harwich 'then^ when they were ashore. 
Of English lords and barons bold. 

There came to her great store : 
Which. did rejoice the queen^s afflicted hetatp 
That English lords in such sort 

Came for to take her pfi)rt« 

When as king Edward timmoi^d undevBtandj 
, How that the queen with. /iU^b. 9l power 

Was enter'd onhis li^tjd^ 
And how hisnobtes iitrfXe jpojp^ ixk tnk* her pant: ; 
He fled from Londoi^ piDeseatfy>. 
Even with a heairy. b^art. 

And with the Spenc^m unto Bristol did go» 
To fbrtify that galkftt town. 

Great cost he did bestow ; 
Leaving bdiind, to gofvttn London town, 
The stout bishop of Exeter, ^ 

Whose pride was soon palled &6%ink. • 

The mayor of Lol^don, ^th citiseens great store, 
The bishop and tiid. Spcocem both 

In heart they did abheJr $ < 
Therefore they took him widiout ftar or dread. 
And at the standard in Che^side 

They soon smote off his head. 
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Unto the queen Ais message then they sent^ 
The city of London was 

•At her commandement : 
Wherefore, the queen, witfi all her company^ 
Did strait to Brk«oi march amain. 

Wherein the king did lie : 

Then she bcste^<!4hd dity round about, 
Threatning sharp and CTueFdl^th 

To those that were so stbtit ;' * " {wives, 

Wheretort 4fe trt\Viis<Wtti, thtfr thfldi^eti iM their' 
Did yield the city tQ-flie queen * ' ^ '' 

For safeguard of their Ir^ :'' " 

Where was toehy tbe atny t>'^^<i'^ ^''/' ' ^ 
Sir Hugli Spencer, and with hini • ^ ' 

The earl of Arundel. / ■ • ' ■ • 
This judgment jort'tfae noUes ^iU ^set down, ' 
They should be^diawli and- hanged both. 

In s^ht of Bristol town. ^ . * 

Then was king Bdw^ in th^ eastie thcfre^ 
And Hugh Spencer still with him, < 

In dread and dei^ fear ; » i -^ ' 

And being jnrepar'd from thence to sail twny; " / 
The winds were found ccAiirary, 

They were enforced to stay i 
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But at last Sir John Beaumont, knight. 

Did' bring his sailing ship to ^ve, . t . ^ 

And so did stay their, flights .»r > . .. ; 

And so these p9#o were taken ^p^edilyiF ' * v« ; ' 
And brought as prisoners' to the ^»&^i 

Which did in Bristol Ue. : ' 

The, queen, by cpup^l <rf H^^ y^^i^fux^^W^m toWj 
To Berkley sent the.kjpg^.,T.> ,Mir vpi^n .n n - ; 

There to be kept in Jjpld; . w. i- 
Ax^^ ypwpg Hiigh^pquf ^, ^^^^r^iv^ iU ppoci^f , 
Was to the marshal flfjtliCv hpst . ; „ 

Sent unto keeping sjijrft^i;,. . , 

And then.ttefjiwftnto HewfoniitoA'iifflt way,- 
With all her warlike^ciompaiiy^ • < . m ' 

Which late in Bristol lay r t> •) '• 
And herj^ b^0W. bow< Spencw jvaa. ^ . 
From town to toW», ©ii^nas thc/jqttciBii 

To Hereford did pass ; . / •> j* ; :ro , ^ 

Upon a jade, which. &^ by «h«(m bad found. 
Young Spencer mounted was^ 

With legs and hands fast bound : 
A writingrpaper, along a« h^ did go, 
Upon his head he had to wear. 

Which did his treason ^how : 
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And to deride tius tnilar lewd and fll^ 
Certain men with reedeo-pipes. 

Did blow befoie bim stSl. 
Thus was he led along in eveiy pkce^ 
While many people did le^ice 

To see his strange disgrace. 

When unto Hereford our noUe queen was c^me. 
She did assemble all the ^oids 

And knights, both all and some i 
And in their presence' yo^ng Spencer judgment had^ 
To be both hang'd and quartered^ 

His treascms were so bad. 

Then was theldi^ deposed of his erdwn ; 
From rule and princdy dignity' 

The lords did cost him' dowii t 
And in his life^ his son both wise and saj^ ' 
Was crowned Jria^ 'of fhir Englatod^ 

At fifteen years of age* ' 
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XLV. 



King Edward the Second, being sent prisoner to 
Berkley-castk by queen Isabel his wife, was de-* 
posed by his nobles, and his son Edward made 
king in his stead; the queen causing letters to 
be written to make him afway. 

[Rdpriiited,frwB»^th0 Qvkni of Dfligbt.] 

W^HBN Isabella, fak Englaad's queen. 
In woful wfirs victorious had beeii. 
Our cowij^y; Viflig, b^r Ij^^isbasd d«ar, 
Subdu'd by strei»gth, as did appear, 
3y her was sent, to prison $troog» 
For having dopQ his cow^try wrong. 
In Berkley ea3]t)0 cast.vifa^ h^ . 
Deprived of royal di^gni^ :.. 
Where he was kept in woful wise. 
His queen ^d him so much despiie. 
There did he live in woful s^te, 
Such is women's deadly hate. 
When fickle fancy follows change, 
' Md lustfiil thoughts begin to range. 
Iiord Mortimer was so in nubc^ 
The sweet king's love was left behind 
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- And none whs known a greater foe 
Unto Idng Edward in his woe. 
Then Isabel bis crowned queen. 
As by the sequel shall be seen. 
Wliile he ip. prison poorly lay, 
A parliament wa^ held stn^ghtway ; 
What time^^pace his foes did bring 
Bills of copajpilaiat^agai^t th^ Jdng : 
So that the n^|4f? !^i% !^^ 
When they the ^latt^r jthoroughly scanned. 
Pronounced then th^ speeches plain. 
He was xw^\^ott]iy fyx to. reign : 
Therefore tliey xn^dp a ^at. decree. 
He should foirtbwith.'d^po6^lH^>. 
And his sou Edward, yowfii of yeafi9^ 
Was ju^ge^ by jhis, noble peepj , 
Most meet to v^e^r lihe p^ncdy crown, • 
His father beiiif^ t^us pull'd dpwn. 
Which word}^^ a«4ien theq^t^i^ien did hear, 
(Dissemblinglytfts^^ fjIpe^X 
She wept, «he:<irailf4».a^d .wniug her hands. 
Before- the lords where^ she $^d$ ^ 
Which when the prince her. son did see^ 
He spake th^se^woprds.mpst courtf^pu^ly t' 
My .sweet que#a nioth«ry weep not $q, .. 
Think nc^ your 90a will seek yoiu* woe ;, 
Though English lords chuseme ^heir kuig. 
My own dear father yet living. 
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Think not therefore I will consent^ 
Except my father be content. 
And with good will his crown resign, 
And grant it freely to be mine : 
Therefore, queen mother, think no &1 ' 
In me or them for. their good tsriB. 
Then divers lords, without dilaj^i" ' i ' 
Went to the king, Where as he lay, ' 
Declaring h6W th6 Watt ei^ stooff, ' 
And how the ped^ cfidTftillik it good ' 
To chuse fib sbh their kiti^ to be. 
If that he wtnild thfer^to d^ee. 
For to resign the? princely crown. 
And all the'fitlte bf rfenbwn : ^ " ' 

Tfbtherwi^,'tTi^tbld!Tdm plain, / ' 
A Strang ^h^ifld 'the sajriAttein. '' 
These dolefuT tiUings mok tmkind 
Did sore afiBicit king Edw&f d's mind ? 
But when he ifew no t^HSf;* 
He did unw their wilfe ttgifeel ; 
And bitterly He* fidlameiit,^ , 
Saying, thfci Lord that pla^e had sent 
For hi* oflHice and vahity; " ' 
Which he wotild ^uflfer 'patiently. 
Beseeching til th^ lords? at last. 
For to fhrgive all that was paW. 
When thus he was deposed quilte 
Of that which was bis lawful ri^t. 
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In prison was he kqit fiill dose 
Without all pity or remorse^ • 
And those that ^ewed himfiivoar still 
Were takoi from him with ill will; 
Which when the earl of Kent did hear. 
Who was in blood to him ftiU near," 
He did intreat most earnestly 
For his release aild Mbextj. 
His words did much the q«ieea ^fisplease. 
Who said he Uv'd too much at ease ; 
Unto the biEdbop shie did go. 
Of Hereford, Iffi d^dly fee. 
And cruel letters made him writb 
Unto his keepers with despite : ^ 
You are too kind to him (quoth she) 
Henceforth more stricter look you be. 
And in their writing subtilly 
, They sent them word that he should die : 
The lord Matrevers all dismaid. 
Unto Sir Thomas Gumey said : 
The queen i^ much displeas'd (quoth he) 
For Edward's too much liberty. 
And by her letters doth bewray 
That soon he shall be made away.. 
'Tis best (Sur Thomas then replied) ' 
The queen's will should not be denied 5 
Whereby we shall have l^er good will. 
And leep ourselves in credit stiU. 
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On the lamentable ^d oruel Murdier of king Ed^ 
ward the Second; who, being in prison^ had 
poison mingled with his meat^ and escaped that 
with other wicked practices ; and afterwards was 
lamentably murtb^red in his bed with a hot 
bmningspit. 5 . 

[Reprinted from the Garland of Delight] 

1 HB king's curst keepers aiming at reward^ 
Hoping for favour of the furious queen^ 

On wretched Edward had they no regard ; 
Far from their hearts was mercy moved clean 5 

Wherefore they mingled poison with his meat^ 

Which made the man most fearful for to eat : 

For, by the taste^lie oftentimes suspected 
The vanom couched in a dainty dish 5 

That his fair body was full sore infected^ 
So ill they spiced both his iesh and fish : 

But bis strong nature all their craft beguiles^ 

The pgisoift breaking forth in blains and bile9. 
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An ugly scab o'er-spreads \ns lily skln^ 
Foul blotches break upon his manly £ice ; 

Thus sore without, and sorrowful within. 

The despis'd man doth live in woful case : ' 

Like to a lazar did he then abide. 

That shews his sores along the high-way side. * 

But when this prov'd not to their mind, 

And that they saw he liv'd in their despight, ^ ' 

Another damn'd device then did they find, ' ' 
By stinking savours for to choak him quite j \';^ 

In an odd corner did they lock him fast,^' ' *^ 

Hard by the which the carrion they did i^t ^ ""'^ * 

:''—.•. ^ • f<.:.*»j ,d oT 

The sten,ch therepf niight be cpmpared nigh 

To that foul lake wher^' cursed "J^odonf ife3d^^'^^ 

That pois6n'd\iirV^at'ov^'if iifi f^^^ '^^'""^ 
Even by the^Ms'^of thkfif^y 'mi^^ ^^-'^^^"^ 

Then so the^sfillf «i ^oh^i|te(f S^^^ ^'"'^ 

Was able for^^^^MU M^^^ S"omf 




boiling of a seething'JBt^^ 
That casts the ^utn into the Be^'fldiidte''^^ \^^^* 
^us' sW he;%'< iifad; Hying thus tKey sought "^'^ 
His deathi^ ^^hosi^ dIbWriM already 'Witici^ltt.'^"' 
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Loatb|irg bis life, kt length' his keepers came 
Into his chamber in the dead of ni^t. 

And without noiat they entered soon ike same^ 
With weapo&0 drawn and torches burning, briffht^ 

Where the poor pri^n^r^ fii$t asleep in foed> / - t 

iajr on his belly, Hotbitlg uAd»'s,head. 

The which advantage. wlien the niiirderers saw, 
A heavy table on him they did throw ; 

Wherewith awak'd, his breath be scarce could draw^ 
The weight whereof kept him unfler so : 

Then turning up the clc^he^, above his Jb^p3, 

To hold his legs a couple, quickly s|^|K|.j^^,, , / 

Then came the murderers^ who a horn had fSfft,:. 

Which far into his fundament they thrust j 
Another with a spit red burning hot, 
> Quite tlurou^h the horn then he strongly pusht. 
Among his intraiU in most cruel wise, 
Forcing thereby most lamentable cries : 

And whfle within his body they did keep 
The burning spit, stiU rolling up and down. 

Most mournfully the murdered man did weej^ 
Whose doleM noise wak*d many in the town j 

Who, guessing by his cries his death drew near. 

Took great compassion on this noble peer. 

VOL. !!• V 
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And at odi hkler skiek which h< 4Ui mskt,- 
They pmy'4 toOod for to «eocivie Us soul r» 

Hb ghasdjr ^rous in^Mc'd tbdr kcaits to Ao, 
yet Qooe docst g» to cmkc the hdi |d teU« 

Ah me I wo me 1 alaek^ aladc^ he oied^ 

And long it was beCE«€ ^tfioe he ^M. 

Strong wail fi%s ^eart^ ifnJt long it ^ms^ Ge^ know9. 
Ere he odcddsfoop linto' fltt^'stroke'^deaA ; 

First tiras it 'woanded wMi ^ ihousanfl^'woes^' 
Before hfe ffift rk^gn his 'vi<a» fti^Hl' ' 

And being fntnrdered' Hi^, alsr yon did' heit, 

No outward lArt upon ^ii (ttfi'a^i^peir. 



This cruel murder being brought to pass. 
The lord Matrevers to the court did hie. 

To shew the queen, her mil performed was ^ 
Great recompence he thought to get Aereby i 

Bntwhen the f^eep. the secjuel understands. 

Dissembling she weeps, and wrings, hpr hands. 

Accursed tn«tor ! hagt than slain (tjuoth she^ 
My noble wedded lord! in such* a sort' T' * * 

Shame and confusion ever light .91^ tbc^e :,. ^^, 
Oh how I grieve to l\ear this vile rqjort J . 

Peace, cursed villain, from my sight, slve said>. 

That hast of me a woftil widow made. 
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Then titt'8feji*Mi Mfetretiers goei his way. 
The *«fet mahiMt trtMT life dia bcto^ 

And to Sir TTkomas Owheydld bewr^ ^ • 
What bfttfer ^^ch tJie qtleett^dMgf!^ hi* Ateire. 

Then did the queen outlaw them both tbgether, 

And banish'd thfetn feir fing!afaaV!A)uiayS foi: eveSr. 

Thus the diss«xibling queen ^^ seek io^e 
The heinous att by he^C.owt^. pe^ns^effected : 

The knowledjge^c^ the im^ i^e, still denied. 
That she of murder migjit not be susjiectea; 

But fet for all the subtlety she ivfo:ught. 

The truth unto flie worVd was after brought. 



'ri i. 



xiyn. 



The dolefulTLiamentation of the Ibird Matrdvers and 
Sir Tho. Gumey, being banished the realm ; and 
after three ^ years banishment. Sir *tho. Gurney 
coming towards £!ngland to his lady and children, 
was beheaded on the sea. 

' [R^i^aied f/om the Oarbnd of Deliglit.] 

A LAS 1 that- eVeir' iStSs day we did 'see. 
That fillae firikiliiig fbrtune so £d£le sfaouli b^ 

Our miso^ sSet mmxf, mx woes without eiid> 
TojjpKptkmt^ AYtiur we hoffii did oiftM* 
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Our dedbtetfedem^eii bothsonoi^MididbMie^^ iio j. 

Alack and alack, ^?withvgriftfiwe»a!f:iiayr -- • ^ /i JL^' 
That ever ^ M^eA Hog ^UmmiAisik. > j .. I 



Thel^Kllbp^ofHfcr^brdit'iBBl^^ x- .:; v. ;j.^f« 

He wrtit^^s^^lafieif fa&^Umiiiig>aad^^ ^ j 

To kill prmdrty®ivtWd>lfearJii6^ffiktwgtMia^jqq^ U/ 
Thus nliMlH 1^y^lIi«r4(^f^W6 {bsoli|db(r^feo<MbaiioT 



But curst he thetfai^Jw^atariKt ikxia ^hBwI^b .ib ,b3siq25)0 
To fonow siieh^tMli0idqmiitiiiidcedii2oift^^ 

Alack and alacl^^)^^i^«^^iia^»<a:X^3£l£ bail JobIA 
That ever^fe Krkt'ttfife^BaWtfdTtd die.i973 JbJT 

FoTj^^k&i^^^^ ShfidAfi tfiiifcI||pa&nUe,dM4iBl asriT 

And taking e^id{bS!§idd li)M)p cnirdiBfreb^ ?ivonod wO 
Put Ear fr^^il^^^noe our :gBeqtNieKfida^i6a 

With teaW kHfte&fWHtrfoi^ i;>lTBq luO 

And dd'iidt^tllfipWjitaiitiafaDqrfdeft^ g.>t^g luO 
Alack and akck,<iri<i**grf«f^«^JM^^3fr^'^f>fB }>(ki: AorIA 

That ever trfa mattekhg SkJvtair^DSSioqr;/)) r>v^ ji^ri T 

For thii^M^ |tfrn^'Ioa»^«ttihgood»ifaidiaifol^^ asxlT 
Our cildtlikiMdti!09ver9^so/6lfiilrijp.^^^ td^iM 

Our ladies i»d biiUe&^aiie tunfU^iratf^^do^^^i n^dl 
Like cfMifttftOiss enpfives^^^ r; . 
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For g<«ttt|ir6ilidi9ooinfortSiifaRtisb<m 
Alack and aladr/wi#ato/iiiay3vaiicry,^.)r?/: 1 , i 
That everwt ferttdifog JSdl^ftBi^ *». i > cj , >. T 

And while we go* wTinging^X)!* ki^^fT Wd^dpW*,/ ; 

In seekingifcl:^3H<?p«iiiifrQmift5W»;Mn)^ P 

All wmppe4Sac>yBhi3h^e»»sJ<Ji«^MPifMa^ IhA 

Torm^rle^ifiHftoesft vith^ldPil¥!iti}4 BlRn :i iH 

The ^i(mtPel'mb^dmitf^[m>lm!m'ini9m ^k^ .. T 

Alack and alacl^Hn4fidav»9i»J^?^fliWy^^vrJc -^ i, >(• . * 

That ever.mb fbrbedvItiife^BSM^i^ 4i^% in/ - ) f } 

Then iar^«^,^MnBn^ 

Ott^ctMinda «lidhiimjhiniise44<ri^4ll^ii» ^Q^ r 
pur honours a9d>d^ittfl9 qy^ JbokS^lY^J^t^; ^„ ? < * 

Our parks an4|3iir9ohi^B^fOUK))iiHnii^^ < / 

Our gems andjaaibjtpBdbinistrfrqe^sjmd>m 

Alack and a]acki(aaa4^alaswk^' flVQfeqr, .aohIl bih. - 
That ever wt(^l»cMBkii^ pMm&i{) dk.io/-^ i 

Thenfare^»^duDradKcii^^di«y)fliJo¥i«g W < 

Might aii^^teifeacieadt.i«id]Ki098i^^ > 

Tlien bur sill^oMfidlm^baKtf begt^a^^^^}^ bll0^ 
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Far yet ia their country dei^ued shonlfl b^ 
That lately were honpured, of every i(^e^* 

Alack and alack^ with grief maf we cryji 
That ever we forced king Edward to die, 

In countries u^jknown we ra^ge to aod bo. 
Cloying men'i ears with rqports of our woe 3 

Our food wild berries^ ^een baj^ a^e our beils, 
The trees serve for our hc^uses to coyer oyr l^ea^s- 5 

Brown bread to 01 ^ 

Our drink is co" 
Alack and alack^ ^ 

That ever we fc 

Thus having long wandred in l^un^ ap^.cpld^ 
Despisipg life's; safety^ most de$p^pate boy> 

Sir Thomas Gurney towards EpgjaQfi doth go^ 
For love of his la^y .distresi^d \fith woe. 

Saying, How h^py and blessed, wey |^ J,. „ 

To see my swe^t children and i^fe^j^^ ( di^! 

Alack and alack, with gi^efsf^y we qry^ . ^ 
That ever we ws^de ^i^ lf^warfi{t9;4ie. 

But three years after this, wofi^l es^il^^ 

Behold how fi^e fortune his^ thought^ ^ ^'^SP^i^j 
Coming towards England, was took by the waji; : 

And l^st he should tlie chief mivpderer? b^tiay^i 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Commandment was sent by one called Lea, 
He should be beheaded forthwith on the sea. 

Alack and alack, and alas, may we cry. 
That ever we forced king Edward to die* 

Thus was Sir TTiomas dTspatcKed of life. 
In coming to visit his sorrowful wife ; 

Who Wa» eut off koKL his wished di^re^ 
Which he in Ills heart so nuftbhr 4ld reqpise^ 

And never again his ladjjr did he s^e,^ 
Nor his poor children in their misery. 

Alack and alack, and alas, may we cry. 
That ever we forced king 'BimcrA^ to- dfe. 

The lord l^atrev^ (the stofjr dotfitelP)! ; ' 
In Germany after Ibhg time dTd he d#fe#, 

In secret manner, for fear to be seen* 
By any person tBait fivour^- tTi'e' qneen r 

And 

Hi 
Alacl 

Tl y^e. 
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■i'^t'i ill.-.. '.' r . ■ .■ ■■- ••• --■. >il - • 
\>.-.. .... 

^' How Edward tte^lHli^ cMierin >Bitf)itti^ ' 

And toke hoii*p^^i« ffigMd;^'^'^^ ^^^^ 
! ^nBqrnoo airf fiB huA 

jn«Jina Jo ^AuG. sldoa sdT 

.b^fjfint omf Jn3w mid rfnW 

•Jib 10 37il ol Y^BsH 

liiDWAiM) our comely king, 

In Brabant has^hii stoMiig^ dm srit fldxlT 

With nyiny conBdjiUf^^i'i diaib a&W 
And in that Un^d tast^dlbMlb^h 3d iz^i 
Ordains he s^Smi^ii^ ihd id^h ^iTl 

To ^inealil&aA^ikMtdifilllitdl:// n-ioio j J 
bifi^d 3iii '{d miii ^Asdi oT 
Now God fliat is. of mightes most. 
Grant hun grace of the(fii^'i6iiqi^'l nd 

His heritage^tot-tri&^rit ai iie?fn gli! ib; •// 
And Mary mqt^Siof(idEieifc^^dj[*^:'i oT 
Save our kingfanddj^iaiBiimBeit ^^^^^ ^^>^ ^H 

From sorrow, sh^iBie^aIS(|8ill. -jjuoduN 

* Residence. f Setinue 
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Thus in Bialnrant has he been 
Where he before wat seldom seen^ 

For to prove their japes,* 
Now no longer will he spare. 
Put unto France fest^mll he fare 



To comfort him yn& grapes, 

God saveOiygg^gifi flB«f*^«tood sioi bfiA 

And all his company ! 
The noble Duke of Brabant ^ ^^ 
With him went1iit2^t^WSS;^^ 

Ready to lire or die, 

Then the rich ^^giriiBofe iideRsd inBrfBiS nl 
Wan there ft^tt^^M jAwod ^nmix dnff 

Fast he flcdlJfiardBej^oi;^ bafil i^d'^ or hnA 
The right heir dfethbto^cMitU^a aJ vil InO 
Is comen with^Biivla^^Skhssfiieefnir of 

To shake l^m by the beard. 

gir Ph0ip£^^^(&ByMi7 lo Qosi-g mm j^wn-:' 
With his men in th^sBi^ajttp^jh^^il cai 

To battle j6Mi([diefAtoi^y)m rubM. bnA 
]^e bad his inaxKidunBi^ihifBji^ai}! 100 -yr^?. 
Witfaouten hiBgen dda|^<i ,wot70£ niovl 

But he held it nought. 



>■^^^^K^•*n 



f Artific^t. t Fared. 
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He brought Mk Mt great wone * 
Ay seven ogaiAs f one. 

That fiiU wapind t ^v«^ ; 
i^ut soon wheti He heard asciyf 
That Idiaf^ fidwaird vm near tfaierefrf 

Then dui^bd not come near. 

In that mcfrtiiYig4i^*a Mst^ 

And when «dar KiigliMiteen ffi wi^^ 

It changed air tlte&^tatfer: * 
Our king wMxi ©Wl ihaad^^His" hoon^H' ' ' 
And God sent Ikiib^odf emiAi^^seofiV 

The weatherlve»5f^ftdl'rfear. • - 

Our king and Iris mfeA hteffl Ae^flrftf"' ^ 
Stalworthly ** wl*^ spear^and^ sHiddj ' ' 

And thought to win h» right, ' 
With lordes'ahd with knJghtfes keen^ ' 
And other dohghty men bydtene ft 

That were fhll frei $t to^figft^• ' 

When Sir Philip <^mmc» l!«ii*teH, 
That kiBg Edward infeld wbn^d*tBvrfl,■ 
Thal:glnl«itIlim n«i«glte'; ' ^'' 
He trusted of no Bet<OT-b6ot^ '{* » 

But both on horse<aiiid*oh^:feet- ' * 
• He hasted him* t0i ffe^.' ■ 



• RTiirtiber. 


f Agahisti 


X ^l^p^ned or arm«d. 


\ Reported, 


tl Prayer. 


I Wazed4 


^^Vritoily. 


t+ Besides. 


%X Eager. 
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It seemed he was f(M^ for strokes 
IVheabi didfell his ^eaft oaks, 

AfacMiil his ftmRoDj 
Abated vasthen all hi» pride^ 
For Inagofs these duvst he not bi4e> 

His boast ivas^biwught aU^ <fowiki 

• 

The kitig of Bepietrhad«ai>e9.<?old^ 

That wf^ foil hai?dl;r<ai^ Wd, 

A steed to Hi^st^^^ilJ' 
He aiid^fhe Mngo^ NoKVerne § 
Wpre fiur^ferd m the: fern • ' * 

Their hetidd^ fr ^ to hide. 

Aiid,}^ye& f wbU k fe.no lie 
The fiel4 hat ** Flemangrye . 

That king Edward was i^^^ 
With princes that wa» stiff «nd bold. 
And dukes that were dotigbi^ told 

In battle tq begin, •; / 

The princes the^ were rich on row 
Great nakers ft strike and trumpets blow, 

And made mirth at their might ; 
Both alblast^tit ^^^ many ^ bow^ 
' Were ready rail'd upon a row 
. And full frek for to fight. 

# Afraid, + Boheviia, t Bestride. 

V Navarre. | Heads* 1 Belieye, 

»* Was c»B«d. tf Tymbalsv tt Cron-bow, 
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Gladly they gave meat and drinb. 
So that they should the betto^ swink* 

The wight t men that there weie. 
Sir Philip of Fninf^ fl^ for doabt. 
And hied lam home with all his nmt: 

Cowand^ God gii'e him care i 

ic ^'^ittUf.)'*) 11;;*: o.'f* i»jr, h::*'.'; -. . ,-.. .'. I ; : /{ .<f 

Lorn all hal^y § his hoiiour ^^'^'-^ 

That so gat fled for ferd | 

V -jf>^jut»om ktnf^)B4^^aftlacamMUtjkd9 ra^qcD a. 
- ' Wh«ti^Aat%^)#d#te;tf «d hhm'l&ii M^nq ^' 
''' ' "'■ ^ And keet^ffit^ifi'A6^g4fl'"^^'* -^* " . 

* StriYe. f Yaliaot, :{: Flower dclw^ 

/.^; ^ln.::i-]7 tolT 

^ladhhuh 'IAhv:}H io iiv/oj o.i'l 
.1107/ 3.1 ?,u moj'i 

^3onBvbr ^t iu..,iOi\ t 7:7:rL/oo 6iH 
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*■: -^^ ij ■''^•iT > 



^r? ^..3 >i\. H' ^^ omoii fdf/Jl b'^f^ hflA ' ' 

or King Edward the Third and the fair Countess of 

Salisbury^^^^SStp^vft^ 
' glory. luonorl Etti § yhhd h^ in<vl 

; bioi lo't boB lu^, (>< i*K'fT 
la Caipctt't ^iRMfi»te(flnr>ilhfft/^c!^^^ aodoil^oetry, 

i.the amourj5|^gcgjy.gj^ffli^/jgg/lyj,,iQuatot#f 
Salisbury. 

When as Edward ttt«f*i»didia>Ji*ei/ . , 

That valiant king, 
David of Scotland to rebel 

Did then begin : , 

Tlie town of Berwick suddenly - 

From us he won. 
And burnt Newcastle to the ground j . . , . 

Thus strife began : i ^ 

To Roxbury cattle znarch'd he then. 
And by the force of warlike men, r 

Besi^'jd therefn a gaUant £air lady^ . • 
While that her husband was in France, 
His country's honopr to ^dvaqcf, . . /. :.\ 

The noble ^ fenjojis ^1 of Sal}|b*jify.| 
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Bnive sir William Montague 

Bode then in haste; 
Who declared unto the king. 

The Scottish men's boast : 
Who, like a Uon in. his ngt, 

IKd straightway prqMure 
fVir to ddrpcr that Mr lady, 

FSn>Bi woAii care : 
But when the.SoottishJMai did hear say^ ' 
Edward our king was cooi*' that day. 

They nUAAeitii^gd^matummMhif'W^ 
Sowhen thathediddiiMierttdiM,' ' ^ ' ( 

With warl&e tnfatipet^ SSe^ 'and'dmiii^ • . .■ - 

None but a gaUaat lady met he there^ 

Whom when he did With g^ettty e^ ^ '' ' 

Behold and see, ' ^' 

Her peerless beauty dSd- tethralf 

His majesty : 
And ever the longer ^thaf he looked. 

The more he might ; 
For in her only beauty was '' ^' • ' ■ 

His heart's delight. 
And humMy then upori-'bfcrlrmie K' ' * ' 
She thank'd his royal ftSji-sty, '' ' "^ " 

That he haift 'drfveiri-dkngcr fhrtn h>tir'gd4. 
Lady, quoth he, stantf ifp ih peace, ^^ ' 
Altho' my war doth now incieasfe.' ' ' " " 

JL^tA keep (qiioth ^e) all hurt frc)m your state* . 
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OLH BALLADS. 308 

Now is the kxng Ml sad^n -somI, 

And wots not why ; _ ' 
And for the love cf die fair cowitesB 

Of Salisbury. 
She little knowing hift cmxm of grief^ 

Did come to see . > . r J 

Wherefore his faighn^ saile alone 

So heavily; . - :. -» . .;. 

I have been wiong*d> iur imae, qjisatWhc^ ^' 
Since I came hither uDtjodw^A' ..■''' 

No, God forUd^'ixiy s^Rnsreigi^^d dib ^ • ^ 
If I were worthy ftn; toikiMnv! ^'^ '\ -^ - : • "* ^. 
The cau^e and gnouitd'ofllMiiyour^iWGe^ f. 

You should be ihelpTd^ if itidid lie: mme^ * '' 

Swear to perform.^ .\^P9:d:toiney: ! . 

Thou lady gay ; 

To thee the sorrows of my UeafJh /i i " -^ t 

I will betray. ; I 

I swear by aU the saint>Jn,hijfjV»nr Trno' 

I will^ quoth she ; rjl^^uT! 

And let my lord have no in^tip»(., . ,r\ i,- 

At all in me. ,...:: . *. . . 

Then take thyself aside,! ht s^^y^ ,rr , ^ . . « » 
For why, thy beauty hath feefic^j'cL; , - ^ - 

Wounded: ^j^g ^f* ^7 'wfefet ^l?f^.a§ <3« • 
If thou do then ^ome mejpcy sjiow, . - i 
Thou shalt expel a print^cly-^^'^ ;-• '. 

So shall Ilire; <w felseiiin$obi^»dk.« » ■, f . 
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304 OLD BALLADS. 

You haire your ipriah^ my sovereign kid, 

Eflfectoally; 
Take all the leam Hbat I can sive 

1 our nsgesty* 
Bat on tfay besmty all my jojrs 

Have their abode. 
Take thou my beau^ finom my face. 

My gracious lord. 
Did'st thou not sw^ar to grant my will ? 
That I may, I wUl fiOfiU. 

All then fot my love, )et my tme.lore be seen. 
My lord, your q>eeeh I mi^t reprore: 
Tou cannot give to me your )o?e. 

For that belongs unto yoor queei|* 

But I suppose your grace ^ ^m. 

Only to try. 
Whether a wanton tale might tempt 

Dame Salisbury. 
Not from yourself &erefore, my liege. 

My steps do stray ; 
But from your wanton temptii^ tale 

I go my way. 
O turn again, my lady bright ! 
Come unto me, my heairt's deligjht l- ^ 

Gone is the comfort of my pensive heart; 
Here comes the earl of Warwick, he 
The fa&er of this .ftir. lady > 

My mind, to him Ijoean fi>r to inqw^* 
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«y> MLLADS. SOS 

Why is my lord ^hfi sttvereigflfeing ' 

So grtev^d in mind ? - ^ • ' • 

Because that I hs^ lost the Aiitg^^^ -'^ ' ^ " 

I cannot find, \^^:^a. •' > 

What thing is that, my gmdtkisloYai *^ ^ •^ 

Which you have lost ? ' * '^ ^^ '' '^^^^ 

It is my heart, M*i€h is ikfa^iS^ '^''^ '"^ -^ ;'^ * 

Betwixt fire and frost. ^^ '^ -L'oi:iXJi^ v^i 

CursM be that 111* aM^cJfet m^- -^'^*' "^"^^'^ '' ^ "^ 

That caused this your hi Jr^A'^^WJel ^'^M'' * ^' ' ' 

; ft Wai^WAl?fHHWf ddlttWftin]^%*^V^»idre-, 

itisthydai^ia^/H^IK^M'''''^^^^ \ ^'' 

That heav'n-bri^iiAhJia ^f i)»eftesfe i^fl 1^ *- 

Which kUH^iH^Ai^iths* y^ d^lhef iid6r<^; ' 

If that be all (la^ griedblitf bb]g>. , : * >1 

That works your grief; ' *.' * 

I will persuade &e $oai||fu};|^^p(p^, , ' : '• ^ 

To yield relief : ^. ^^^^f , j f ,.. * ^ 

Never shall »l^,inff,^diil|^^^^^ ' ' ^ 

Ifsherefuse. : /^ijg o^ ' 

The love andjfvoiif pC-JIrWi^ff^^ ^,. . ^ ^ 

May her excuse. ;/ v ;'** ^ 

Thus wise War^ridK IMItiaMQr, v ' ' c> 
And quite contraSFj^ !h|5 tfdi%,^ * < ^^ ' 
' W&4iia^H6 41dtb0^bfoatM«'<s^ 
Well met, m^ ttaoghteri (tfefeii cj^^th fc^) ^ » 

A message I must do iO-ibitef' ' /* v ':/•.: ^ ■"*. 

Oirt* royia^dAf THO« Vuflflf (Hrtti ^cie ifi6tf)}l 

VOL. II. X 
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S06 OLD BALLADS, 

The king will die> *\ts& thou^ to him 

Do grant thy fove. 
To love the king/ mftnsbuid's l^ve 

I must remove. 
It is right charity ts^ love^ 

My daughter dear J 
But no true love charilal>Ii|^> - v ' 

For to appear. ^- ^* • -i^^'* • • 

His greatness may^'btitt^ MKtlMiiiliatik^'v ec. yi > 
But his kingdom cafi9ol bIQr i»mI AtfMll]i»^ ^ > ^* 

He cravM thy: iMi^ itiblMnafi^fempf^ Ibf £fe: 
It is my dutf t» dhnl^^tta&^H ni v/on onfica. .. v. ; 
But not thy hoa^i^ti^ ^itf^wti^ini oii ,oa '/ 



Now hast thouiqfioUti>mqil liMJ^tctxtk^i Jn /> 

As I would have : j^h y^ ^jxi iooi bnA 

Chastity bears kigMitk^iUtie ^''-^ vis xi^q^sb buh 

Unto the grave: » a t^> 'ilmuU 

And when to*9rf<l^ddo*.hWb:^ii/i?i ^u %xu>i aifi 

Thou provest untrue, i^^^ oj biij5»i nH " 

Then lei«if Mnet ^yMs'^titill >^ - . -^^^i^ slOou ^> 

Thy soul pursue : \-v:*a^ .uv tiiitV 

Then withft^^flfflHfev«teirr^t»ifeii^ ^ '^v ^^-ii 
As right and reas^pftxtidftfltow^ i ' ^ ^^ "..il 

-¥^'^hd#^ kift^^d^bli^hifeyt^titt^filMit^s mind, 
I go, dear £Eitheryt$i^l^4i^i ^^^ - -od lu i,viJl 
And by a sligtfT <$rBM d^«<^r ■ ' '<"' '^^^' 

ru cause ih^ ki^ to (cxrfifte Tdi tiiot titdd^d. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



Here comes the kdy of my Hfe^ 

The king did say, (\ 

My fkther bida^me^ sovere^ h>iC^ . ^ . . 1 

Your will obey; ^ ..to.* ■ ;^; * 

And I consent^ if you wiHgiaat .t.., \\.; ^ 

One boon to me. • f tf/v / .j/ 

I grant it thee, my U,^J^if>\ , .. T . •/ ^ 

Whatever it .be. b « n : u . 

My husbaqdrk^iiliiN^ yw tawrtv^b. i ,:. .r i - 
Rrstk|fiiJWl8»Tii»^^Icj«8![r/'--'^^ ='/ ^"^ 

Thy husband now in F^cd»40iik fesk^ / ; 
Ko^ no^ he Ue»>]fii«ift^t^ hrcm^^ ' ; .ini 
And beiagisoJM0b^bftj^iiH«]MU«^^ 

Withtbf«afli^lfg*dl«»nnntynl^ m! / • / 

And took her knife^ '^t/i^f k, -./' I ./ 

And desperately 9bej0Miv|giillite^4 ^x*^ ' w ; ; 

Herself of 1^ : 3Vfa:^ -c^ t « 

The king he starte<l>^«^bte«b^i t r ^ i'* 

Her hand to stay* ,3uitna t?^^v >v, n • 
O noble king, you Ml^iklsii^ j»a*iWttNi 

With me this day. . jh^-* ^ -^ 

Thou Shalt ii4t»4»*fT^fl4,-W<!*M- 
Then never wiU I^fFMlj*fi§*»« >t ^M r 
iaiiXi el%^«fc»^W^aBAte§itttl^ i 

live in honour and ^^kf^t^h^^jfur > 
With thy true Imi^mi^jvf^^mm^ ' ^ 
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30i OIJD SAUiAXiS. 



h. 



The Winning of th^^l^ of A^ Jby t|b^.g(^ 
[Beprintod from Af ..C|a^^^(^|)4^t] 

Against the Septs tp figlvt. ..,, ,^ ,.^-^ 

Making his proud %)f.^^4 n *> 
flercdy on th^qtall ht Mi, . . 
To drive ih^v from iib» MB tClfa^ .'£ 

Drums st|i|iy|fiii,l.jsjHfi,o;. . . •■..n! 
Trumpets aatafiOme as'OmsL'gt^'.r -. ':,fi 
Tbi ta.niir^iilkMiK .• ■ „n ■ a ' -y^ 

Their iSamta^^,ltk^.mii ..'/.. H 
Most g\oiimiiify::wm^^ma^ • . o ; x...; • 

Struck ma0r&wtchBite3daii9< .u ti 
The hmwBcliaiwtMf (tadeteiii^' 
The tow^wB wOk^m gufy'^ont viiig. 
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ami suoiL^isDa . so9 

The lusty Ittce^ ifa^ipleroifif i^pwr^ 
The soft flesh ofAiArfoi» ^ Imt^ 

Tmmpets^dblfiidlfigthg^th«f igd/v i 
Tanttlium'h'ilMii; : ^'^i./.l:'*' ':!* 

The battle was so fierce, iiodhot,. 

The Scots for frntiM 9^, 
And many a fani^M knjgjhl m4 'pqwe 

In gQj7 W^'iK^K^, 
Some^ thinking for ,to 'iii«i]w ftW«y^ 

Did drown themselves within the sea ; 
Some^ withqria^)l1ilb<ldf wdiind/ 

Drum^ beitfn^ dn ^'«>w. 

Trumpets so(y«46)g^ «S( tB^ gb^ 

TBBitt'iWTafiME^in; '•'- ''•';; 
: - ? • ' ■ -Mr''*-. ' ■- 

ThiA ttter aiaiqrm faeaTe>esi^<^t< 

That dB|^ pexfonDp'a^M draife • 
1^ noble earl of 6llfidbMr}^^ '^ 

The Isle of BMoilnflL woai "\ 
Retuming'4him iiioct ^aUfilifl^' ' 

With honour^fiaine^ and victory. 
Like a conqueror of bms, 

To court thfe warlike ehfiimpion came : 
Drums beating in a row> 

Trumpets sounding as they go. 

Tan ta ra ra ra tan« 
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Qur kiog> i^olctng^at this act, 

Incontiiient decreed 
To give the earllUs pkasant isle^ 

For his niost valMbt dficdl; 
And forthwith did (xwe him then 

Toriaf^tiM^ir^ed'kloi^^ilflli^ -^^ 

,?-rmB -/ti!) 'ju: la 
This was the first king of Mani 

Knight of the princely garter Hue, 

Which *««rdi*igBd«iiM«i«^ai^ 
And with lA'^^^Mbiofidl^e:! ^^ ^i^ f^iA 

Kn^bib 6P4bdM3MbMi«teithe72caDfi^^ 
And dee at ^'inndsor so instaU'd, 

With pri«a«^1Kijy^,^^'f^o«fi ^wtar' JoisI 
GTe^'fiUe^ittifl ffigto^ ^ ^'^-^ *«<^ 
7bil^^K|a^AM4'i^4s4iMf^/tb^ *ioH 
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€U> 9AUjADS. 311 

^ .. "* ^7^H '^jlt T/rg oi' 

Ite Reb^Kdtf ^v Wm n^jfer^ r^1t^,?^w and 
othera, against King RicWddH^.^qi^65^: how 
Sir Waiiam Wajptogfe ^whM%?off|0ft London, 
stabbed Wat Tyl<^W SqiW^|«d*dfWB*aph the 
King knig]^ifii«^aifeiD|>^f«|^^y/9ialdermen 
morci, causing a'daggfii^jt«|^i|^sd4» flie shield 
iOf the city arms. 

,HfiM io gniJ taiB adi 2,J7/ ?jffl 
[Reprinted f|miyic»flfrlM4(»« ABpiMT 
,9uld latiB^ x'^^nhq f^rf^ lo trfginJi 
Wat Tyur jaiioAOfSl^rlEpiyiig^ 

And he a f^fUsi^iscim^iptid dJiw baA 

Jack Straw, another^.^J(kf fmtihqdh A- 
From Essex %tdigiJ| M«li&»<!ft4i f 

Hob CartejrMa«fchili^i8«^fe8(tW 
Jack Shepherd comes with him amain ; 

So doth Tom Miller in like sort. 
As if he meant to take some fort : 

With bows and bills, with spear and shield. 
On Bl^ck-heath have they pitcht their fipl(J 
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An hundred tbiMisaiid daen in bl% 
\Vh0?e f^e ts tiot aocGonted small ; 

And for King Bichffvd did they send, ^ 

Much e^l to tim HMy <Sd intend, 

Fcxr the war, whidii bin- iioUe leini^ 

Upcm thecOWinmfs thM ^A bringi 
And now, becao^his-vojmLgiaed . '^^ 

Theys{)cgI^<S&a^^k>ifld^iiA ^ ^m '^rP 

And took,th^ itaaff9hi*%prii{Mi0te'C)'at?-A^'i /- 

AH those th&tfti'^lh^*iBg*si*^Wh4a?fV i>' - - ^i. 
At laer^liheyiJ^^ftiilJHkJr^ >^^'iJ mp-H icsT 

And then tfiey ffitoriht^Jrfffi^h^f^iiMfrffctf^'' bnA 
Through iimdbn nrfth a Mte^iiii(*i?tf o tuO 

And to fulfil their k^d^ancy-^'^ '*: ' ^rft o^nl 
They setf thfe «av©y kll on firif V' ^^^'"'^^ **^^^^ 

And for the Me'ithat tl*y ffirflie^^'^^f''^' ^ rrr 

Unto the abke cif'liLiicyiffifer ''^^ "^ ^- ^^ 

Therefore his housfeAejrKtirrieff^^e^,^"^'^*'^ • 

TOirough tavy;mal&e,'aMd€^^^ "'i'*^' ^ 

ThentotheTemi)fe?'d^«'thfrytferfl^'^ '"-^-^ "' ^ 
The lawyers h&)fe'8^«!aia^«ieybtirri,. '^^ 

And spoiled th«r1(%lrig^ bhl^ by onfe, '• 
And all ihey feltt ttieir hands upoti. 
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Then 11^ Smitiifidd M Itttf lu^. 

To St. Jidm^s plafifiAMKt^toiiAi tfaorefajr^i* 
Andsetthe.sft»eoiifll^'flp(^.'HU >.( \ > .. i . 

Which bOfn^i^^ymiupm^ii^m^ r • r ; 

Unto the Taw9fXit'lmdm*&tad^i ^if:/.- nr \ 

Fast trooped iheae jebelUmaiinw^.'M = ^ /r . >c, .' 

AndhayiQgeiitaBdk9aosk.4ii^4«Hi0^!)M . / .^ » 

With div«]9ftjQtk9iMAmMftrimM .ii. .. 

The grave y^ffidfi^m^^lt^ .< 

Amaz'd with,foftrfel fiMsiam i^k* 
The lord high i«m»iif*;iWbe^i^4wy 

To<dL from that ^tese: tlt^%lffi«i$^ d^vi. ; 

And wil]^##i«')i§^^i.;k>f^4^ 4ar^^^ V, ,, 

Into the city cai»e»j]^»t}M»i n*,n7 s. ,' w . 
Like tewd, djstr^A4i^i9'»^47lf^^ 

They robb'd th§. ptoff^^ ^xm^f^^i r 
Andputthepwite«i.4^y->fr«f.- . 

Into the cQUK^m ^U *^ Sft^ wi . 
Where ti^ i^.j^alai^^r 4fit4 J' 

They broke thq 49<^i a»4 l«*,tjj^ OV^, 
And threw *ci!9«w<w4>Q^ks ^^mt^ 

Tearing and spojJiDg tb^ii^ ^^oQe, 
And records «tU they light upon, 
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M4 OUD JMXJtAIIS. 

The doors of>liieiigale Imike iliejr ^domi'; - 
The .piMOBessrinii sboiit tl|B?ftdtcii^ T 

Forcing 4tt;liie'3Qg|Guaauiidic9' niee^: n i : ... a 
To kiiad&tlMitiQibk)fiDixn.iaiekifdet)' \ 

And th4ii^4ilD| tiiananriM^mviV . . 
F<flbif0Jbd0l^fl^lfar iAdbifadb lataA: 

Thejaflg ^ i wyM l l i^nfto-iji^ 

^^ii>:> xioilbdai h/joiq sril bib dudl - 
So they .iP»iiih| )ii«>|Miiiieo#ii^ hiil 

But they liis paitk» did defie. 
And being all in Smithfield theb^^ 

Evien threescore thousand fighting men^ 

Which there Wat Tyler then did bring. 
Of purpose ftar to meet the king; 

And therewithal! Iusii{pyal g?ace. 
Sent Sir John Newton to that place. 

To come and speak with our royal k' 
But the proud rebel, in despight, 

The xxis^fm^'ihmi^^^ ^^rfgA}rp«7 ovA 
When hfeJwftdd th&U^Urtinyi^x MiT 

Unto Wafe)T)*wr)te^TOde/tiieo,> -;i -r:?T 
Being ktidifaadttf^irf 4tt fai« men ; 

^ Sir Wm. Walworth, citizen and fishmonyerr 
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In the ]Aa^M nuBbe iitbee^imtstr; ni i 

And theiawkh ^'hisk.a8igffes9tWte^^iu u/ i 
He thruBt ffliertebdrtaklNiiuiaoli^ < ' 

Who iii0Unstdeiid>Tipeii^ll» gidu^H v a 

The siun»4iAaiI tlle^Oi£/tfoblEniita>H 
So dicm^tAdpiABmmii^imen^m^^ 
Andikiiiii%cdifl^ttDHpMBy SaU. sffl" 
^ Thus did the pioud rebellion cei|se^ 

And aO^Mtammi^c^ Iptm^.y^ii) o<^ 
t)rt^b bib oobifiq ?.id vt)ib tiSi 

,a^m 3fli:tif;«;it boBzuodi dioo833-ixli xiava 

.gnhd bib asdi i^lyT jbY/ si^ili j(jidV^ 
; §fii>J Oflt iM'jfn oJ lol 92oqiLft| 't<} 

.. >rj|,< i» ;!> o? 11 o;7^^i4 fliloL lici :^ •.' 

The Banishment of the Dykiesi rf Hejefortf and 
Norfolk, in tffi^ ifiiy%f^^lfffii%Wrd the 

'{{IM^ lite dM^i^«6<M^]f i' « 

Two nQlitb^^ds1rf^^itMii%M««^ i' 
That latsgtVsj^)s9l^ U^ftnU^f hmI :' 

Thro' hateftd «taiqf^iwpdoaitr'l0«vifi pii 
And brought to soAibu^shlBmd,^ i> 
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SU OLD BALIJUM. 

The duke of Htgtfytd ^ras the 

A pradcnt prince^ «Bd imi ; 
^Gainst wbmn*miA mH&ne Acbbmb iliiiKrii, 

Wbkk JooQ u sight didne. 

Tbe MoB^0f liorMi^ iMi^ uittnu^ 

Dechur'd unto Ae idi^i^ 
The doke q£ Hcnint grflB^ gmr 

In batted o£adi tiu%9 



.Which bf 1^ gipde wmuaksHMt 
Against' both high and tow; 

And how he had a tmif lOitt will^ 
His state to o^erthiow. 

The duke of Herefoid Aen> in fattJte^ 

Was sent for to the king ; 
And^ by the lords in (tfder piac'd. 

Examined of each timg ; 

Who bekig^^tkss of^t}us>^ime^ 
Wmcl^ was against Ixim laic^ 

The duke of Nosiblk at that time> 
Those woy*Wlft^W# 4*1*; . 

How oam Ham, ^irMi itiimiftoi» fme^ 
Deny a timfh.Bo tsUM-^-i. - 

And ]ieKy bofinnchsa vognl ^iiteOy 
SofaMjrftceitmti^ 
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Did not ilMBtTnilnditxto^^ 

When we lu^gsthte^.ivvfie; ' ii '';; >^« 

The n>yal.itfimii t»1»tr? .' ' h..; /* 

Whereiw^ tt3f^.giaditoi kilfl; qu^ v. 

And you, Im mliik'fmes,' > •< • 
Towh€nI?rflii^lMg(ilb4dlll0y^'^i^^ ' T 

With BMoiy ll|p|>^yf»iiftfe^ b^^KA\ >. i 

I do i)v6tl«aii0eVfei« yotr^K,;: ' V^ 
This treadWfdm toiil,»th«fc% here, -V 

A traitdr ttj)*M»TfiOlfleriA^Y' • * ' '' 
As time shall i^bjeirriitf-dedfi "*' ^ 

The «iiQ^;lkfijfoid. k^ ^'' r 

In mind ^^gM^^ tadSM r 'o^ f /^ 

And did mitfn «hbamw«l^fla^<.) ' ' t^^A 

Which did d#c$ tfofeftU^Nidii^ih vS 

The t^m^ioCilsdidi'PtinBlirf^ >^ ^' 

In scorn iudf ^Mt^^dBdjim^/ii^ Mr fr^-v^' 

Wilh flaHMittii^ 16 tiiy»ft»,V; v>Mi?? r '^ 
I do retxikA*iKgBiBtu • ■*• f f'fvtovf i,i.*,r ^ 

And*t]k»i^«tfbf «^h^{dbte gi^'i. ' !^ 
To grant 4m i&m^ fqwitit *(*)-> - ' : 

To fkt^hsd'^^^imiki^^ - -: * 

That here accusrfh mtf^r , . »-> ^ / • 
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S|8. OlDlBSIJLM»i 

I do not doiAl^lmtpIaiidy pmre. 
That, like a p^par'.d ks^lit^ 

He hath naosl &W^.»0qg|kt mfshfrne, 
Againit allliiitli ttidiiglit. 

The king di4«ni4r1bi» ji»ifKeqpi0t« 
And did tbeii^Ar lir«^»i/ .. t r . ' 

At Ccfvmrtt^ miJ^^emk9smh( ^ u... 
This CQii|l]iiybiii^;4wWJp^ »ii. ' 

The duke? (^jm^.H^'^lhM&fm^ >. A 
In coats oisffi^ fif^t^Jgi^t^.^,,, ,,, - 

With sp^^as? in je8^^4^ ^i^,\^,i, \, ^ , 
This combat fier§^ to figh^ ,^, >^ i 

The kii^ t]b^iM«i^vb^iWMl;%4iigbri y« 
Comipwdw^eipite ^jWb i chufW 

And with his lqs^.4#,iH«Wiel*»^ k/^ 
To stint Aat^i^jfti^^; ., b,,; 

At length HB^i.t^^^^,Royte,di*Bs., V,... 

The king 3l^5iy«/8IWf».. r m ,n 7. ^ 
A^ MJtfPu^m withi IftftftfflfiB?!^,., : .... , / 

This sentence d^^ V&fO^^fkk .a .i i 

Sir ^mf B^UiiiliP(*p, 1^^ t 

The duke of {IqrefiMdJiai^ ^^ : v yy'I 

And ThQmail.MMrb]iMf4idblk^difo^ . : 
Valiantly did app«MK; .,. .. ;i t .tT 
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And having iti honourdbte soH> 

Repaired to tins place } ' 
Our rioWte king, «c»r speeialicaUM> ^^i- ' 

Hath altered thus Ae €«i^ 5 '' ^^^ ^V.^ 

First, Henvy dtiiie.of-H€^«fti^4^^ f^ 
Ere fijfteen dajrs^l^ pak> - i^ i^^ ^ ^^ 

Shall 'part th^4^amgy^iato oC^d«ilth^> - 
While tett ifbltf&«jitt^<d(>a^;IftK?< i^^^ 

And ThoTteay drffe*t)SF SfeWifk; "no^. 
That hattf^^'tf^aHJ kifife; -''" 

And thi^cft)!^^^ ^'^f Utf Whigi 
I say, for ti^^^JRF- ^^''-'' -" - 

Byju^pi(^^^tfr^«t^^tblF<^' -^ 

Which nai^4tt pladedoil^^tidr ' 
Forev€5ii»<*^ni^tti*the€^' ^Li li ♦ 

Out of thy ndtlye *Biid*$i ^'^^^^ ^a- ■ 

Charginr«y> t^'J)ii«t ii^!da«H,^^^ - ;- 
When fifteA^s^ pUt; a^'^^ - 

Thou ne^r tH&don* English ig^ouild, ' ' 
So long as .Hfe4o«i4tet. : 

Thus tlieyiiil^iQxiNn^ b)si^i&^<^l$^ 

Ere they did &fct!bil?-piJs/^ ^:*-: ^'• 
The DUeshcndd <ievfir;<NMM id^ place 
Where as the o^berwfA*^ :. » , ^ * 
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Then bolb dui dolEcs^ wtA hesff ImbM^ 

Were parted fteaeaiOfy 
Thek nttcontb Mtegms of bmmxA chaee 

In (ordgBL fandi to lsy« 

YnierchecmMAtpfimgitke, 
The Ut^'t^m^^ dpim Us dnieby. - 
AndHtbw Iwriopm #4iiiakf ^ -r 

Ere I froU'Ii^aM di9ii% • '\ ^^ 
My sore affic^ttcUheMli I ^Ji? ^rfl 

OhcuMdman! wlMiae fap^liiA Mfift O 
la li«ld ao.iiRi^k'iB mtfft^p, Bk-oW 

Whose cosip^Qf! is cteto* deepi^'A r ^'*T 
And left^^^M^ ferkyn ! • ;/ .-... ^ ^T ' 

Now teiort^ilM%«lrf2lagif a4i*>b0/ 
Of this^dqrt'ieoraitiyiimrf '^^.j 75H 

Whieb tM«r nM0 <t]i6«i4mt^ifl|iai4ri 
Nor yet appfoneb-iHKaii' ^4*^;* vT 

Noir bapp]P Aoifld f eoittit Bi^dC^^i^ 
If deatb my ^bctit hBiA.ioA.;-.t ^:T 

lliatl' i^gbl haie-mf faoned t!tMtaM4f 
Where I unr tared wd^becBsr.:^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



OLD BALLAIMS. S^l 

Or tbat by Neptune's wrathful ra^e 

I might be forc'd to die. 
Whilst that sweet England's pleasant banks 

Did stand' before mine eye : 

How sweet a seent hath English giXMind 

Within my senses now I 
How fidr unto my outwftfd sight 

Seems ev'ry branch iiiafd bdUgh ! 

The fields and flow'jhs, ifie streets and stones. 

Seem such veto my mind, 
lliat ift ail odier eofiintiies^ sure. 

The like I ne^er shalVind. 

O that ^ inn, with shining fade. 
Would stay hb steedv by strength ; 

That (his same day might stretel^ h^ 
To twenty years in length ; 

And d»t the true performiDg tide 

Her hasty odnnt wookl^^stay ; 
That JEolos would nerer yieUl 

To bear me.hettce away I 

That by die iniB^ of my eyta 

The fields might watered be ; 
That I might, grave my grieVbua plaint 

VjIS^ each qiringing tree. 
vol- 11. Y 
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But time^ I ^e^ witb eagle's wings 

So swift doth fly away ; 
And dusky clouds begin to dim 

The brightness of the day : 

The fatal tiour draweth on. 
The winds and tides agree ; 

And noiVy sweet England, over soon 
I must depart frdm thee. ^ 

The mariners have .haisted ssul. 
And ealLto eatch me in ; 

And now, in wofiil h^^ I feel .1 
My torments to begin. 

Wherefore, farewell for evermore. 
Sweet England, u|^0;tfaee ; 

And farewell, all my friends, whidx.1 
Again shall never see. 

O England, llere I kiss iflie ground ' 

Upon , my bended knee ! 
Whereby to shew to all tjie world . 

How dearly Hove thee. . .r .,,... .. 

This benig^ said, aWa;^ fad^went^ • *» * 
As fbrtune did Mm guide 5 -^ • 

And at the length, thro' grief of hiart^ 
In Venice there h^ died. . ^ 
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The noble dnke^ in doleftd sort^ 

Did lead his life in Prance ; 
Andy at the last, the mighty Lord 

Did him full high advance. 

The lords of England afterwards 

Did send for him .fig^in^ 
While that king Richard At the i^ar» ~~ 

In Ireland did ]rem<^n(;. 

Who, by the vile and great abuse 
Which thro' his deeds did springs 

Deposed was-j and then the duke 
Was truly crowned kiiig. 



Lin. 

Sir Richard Whittington's Advancement : being an 
> hbtQirical Account of his .Education^ unexpected 
Fortune^ Charity^ &c. 

There i» fomethiiig so fabulous, or at least, that has such a 
fomaatic appearance, in the history of Wbittington, that 
we shall not relate it| but refer our readers to common 
tradition, or to like hfistories which are without any diffi- 
culty to be met with. Certain' it is, that there was such 
a man I a citizen of London, by trade a mercer; and on« 
who has left public edifices, and charitable works 
enough behind him, to transmit his name to posterity. 
Amongst others, he founded a house of prayer, with an 
allowance for a fluster, fellows, choristers, clerks, &c. 
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and aa alms-lioiue for thirteen poor men, called Whit* 
ting^Um coDei^e. He eidkttAf reboiH the loaf&stfme prison, 
which then was standing at the west gate of the city, and 
caDed it Veyi^Vo-. He built the better half of St. Bar- 
tholomew's hospital, in West Smithfield; and the fine 
library in Grey Friars, now called Christ's Hospital: as 
also a great part of the east end of Guildhall, with a 
chapel and a librat^, in which the records of the city 
might be kept He was jiiosen diettf in the seventeenth 
year of the reign o^^H^Kfislfuidit)^ 9ecend, and of the 
Christian sera 1393 ; William Stondon, by trade a grocer, 
being then mayor oJ|, Lpn^oiv. ^er . which he was 
knighted; and in tbfi one an^ twentieth ;fear of the same 
reign, he was dibsen ixJaybr; whith honour was again 
conferred on him' Itf ^^ iri^th yW of kin| Henry the 
Fourth, and the, ^«ntiiiitfid^iH^<^<1ft6 Fifth. Itia 
said of him, that he advanced a very considerable sum of 
money towards carrying pn,.fff^^;ipi|: \f^ ffpyw, under 
the Ust monarch. He married Xlice, Jhe daughter 
of Hugh and Molde fitzwarren : at whose house, tradi- 
tions say tWhifti^^n'ttTed n servant, when lie got his 
immense riches by vei^t4i|g hist^atift imeofhis master's 
ships. However, if we may give credit to his o^n wiU» 
he was a knight's son; ^ «|ipr^ fi^P!^ tOf an English 
king, and prince, than to anj)^ ^ricia mopaKch,for his 
riches; for when he founded Whtttingtoh college, and 
left a maintenance for so manyi people, a^ above related, 
they were, as Sfow tec^in It, <^^ihte 'maintenance) 
bound to pray for the good estate of Richard Whitking^ 
ton, and AUce hit mff^thtif ivfod^m «■*» Ifor Sir Wil- 
liam Whittingtoiiy,s|Ai. d,^^^.^0aQ. hift iKif^t *nd for Hugh 
Fitzwarreuj and dame Molde his wife».th.e fathers and 
mothers of the said Richard Whittington and Alice bin 
wife: for king Richard the Second, and Thomas of 
Woodstock, duke of Gloucester, special lords and prom«- 
. ters of the said Richard Whittington, dec 
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JtIb a £ must I tell the praise 

Of worthy \Yhit(u^tQ% 
Known to be in hift dajH^f^-* -' /* 
Thrice lord-mayor of Loiidetv.^^ 

But of poor parentage 
Born wash«9«s.w<eb^r^ < ^ ... 
- .And in Mi t^fi^der-^e^ •(< tjM» -«.> i- .. 
•■"'• " 'Bnwf!^*ii*iiifttife«hitev ^' -'■»''' *• "^^ 

Came up tfiis simple lad : 
>i n fiit!^ S^^A^ia^fHeSingfAtafLfH i wn. r f 

"""" "Wfia ffl d-TitsHy t)iac*a;'' • "■ ■""■ ■' • = 

A s<|ull}on for to be ; 
,.;, , .yV.bprealQngtiipe.be;,j^;4,^j, , 

• v.. i\t.i\ ^''-X • I.');; 'J/.';^ /jj,'.' » // 1' .'lar'i*^. ' 

... * *' *'][*urning'a)5^e fire; | , 

,Ai;)4*P *99^.P93ts of bjag?,.,^ , , 
, , ..Fonja |»or pc^lioii's bi«r •^. 

r. i< vM^i*^ and) drink e^lihistpayv * 

;-""*'^"'''^'^f^^diti1ife^hk*^ttof'stdtei -'^ ' 
'^ ' "^iTierefoiretoiun'iaWa^i ' ' / 
Jn secret thought he bpre^, . 
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So from the merchant-nian 
Wfaittington secretly 

Towards his countiy ran^ . 
To purchase liberty. 

But as he went along. 
In a fair summer's mom, 

London's bells sweetly rung 
Whittington back return : 

Evermore sounding so. 
Turn, again, Whittington ; 

For thoii, in time, shalt grow 
Lord-mayor^ of London. 

Whereupon, back agaiii' 

Whittington came with speed, 

A servant to remain. 

As the LorcF'had'decre^. 

Still blessttd'be the bells, 
This was his daily soi^ | 

This my good fortune tells, 
Most sweetly lia^e they rung* 

If God so favour jaie, 
I will not pr^v^ rupkind ; r 
. London my love shall see^ 
And my. jl^j^ge boupti^s find. 
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Bui; see his happy chance I 

This scullion had a cat^ 
Which did his state advance^ 

And by it wealth he g^U, . . 

His master veotur'd fprth^ 

To a land far unknown^ 
With merchandize of worth, 

As is in stories sjipiy;a : 

Whittington had np^^mc^e 

But this. poor .ca^^ then. 
Which tQ the sjaip ]^e. ;boTjB, 

Like a bi;^ve vali^t ijaan. 

Venturing thf; sa^e, quoth he, 

I noyay g pt storp of gold, 
And mayor of London pe^ , 

As the. bells h^ave w^ Ipjd, . 

Whittington's. mesohandise. 

Carried to a land 
Troubled with rats and mice. 

As they did' understand ; 

The king of the country tha-e. 

As he at dinner sat. 
Daily remained in fear 

Of many moi^se and rat. 
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Meat that on treachers ky j 
No \vfLf they could keep safe jr 

But by rat»,bQre away, . 
Fearij;i£ Ao vand of staffs 

Whereupon, soon they brought 
Whi)^^pg^n*s wtnUc cat j 

Which by 4P: M^ W^ bougfet^ 
Heaps,j^,g^4^6Q Igrihat. , 

Home again ciiQie^titi^emep> ' 
With they; $bip )$u]iepr^;. , 

WhittingtQp's ?^esJA,b^ , !).,/ 
By this cat.<hw5,t9iffltW^^ir ml 

, Scullion's life he forsapK, r(; hoD /^ 
To be a merchant gp^f?!^, ^,{ , ^ 

And soon j^i^ t^ look , , 'i 
How well his predit^stopd^ , 

After ti^,hf, w^ %«^. ..j r , 
Shwffpf.tfee.ciiyh^rc?,', .' / 

And thcjq full qujijkly rose 
Higher, ^s did appear,: 

For, to the ciity's yicme, / 

Sir Richard Whittington 

Came to be in his days 
Thrice maycn* of liondon. 
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More his &me to advance^ ^ * 

Thousands he lent thb king, ^' 

To maintain war in Prailee,* ' * '^ 
Glory from thence to hHh;^- ^ 

And after, at a feast ' I' * » ' 
Which he th6 king did inake, ' 

He burkrf the 1)0fad4 all W jfeit, ' /^ 
And WdiiM ftd lifotifeytikei ' ' * 

Ten th<nisMn!i J podridtf lie garfc 

To his prince WftittgiyV ' 
And would nd i)letin:^'h&Vt"' 

Forthis^Hiflibttftteyr '^'' ^ 

As God thujr'ttfaa^ him g^ekt; 

SohewsAfliS^dilfysfed' ^ 
Poor people fed with iriefii,^ ''' 

Toshcwhischiirity^' '^^'' '"'' 

Prisoners podlfc1ieiSH'cr4viJtei^ 
Widows sWeet comfbrt^lfc^nd : * 

Good .deedf, both far ahd near. 
Of him do still resound. 

Whittington's cdlegels ' ' 

Oneofhischaiitl^; 
^cord reporteth this 

T<> lasting memories. 
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Newgate he baflded fair. 
For priscmeis to lie in; 

Christ-church he did repair. 
Christian lore for to win. 

Many mofe soch like deeds 
Were d<Mie by Whittington ; 

Which joy and comfort breeds. 
To such as look thereon* 



LIV. 

I* 

\ - 
A SoDg of the deposing of King Richard Ihe Second, 

and how after many miseries he was mufder'd in 

Pomfret Castle. 

yy H £N Ricbatd'the Second In England was king. 

And reign'd wfth honour and state, 
&ix, uncles he had^ his grandfather's sons. 

King Edward that ruled of late : 
All counsellors noble and sage y 

Yet would he not bear - '-, 

Their precepts dear. 
So wilful he was, in this his young age. 
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A 9ort of brave gallants he kept in liis court, 

That trained him to wanton delights^ 
Which parasites pleased him better in mind. 

Than all his best nobles and knights : 
Ambition and avarice grew 

So great in this land^ 

That still from his hand 
A fiaass of rich treasure his parasites drew. 

/^ ,- 
His peers and his barons dishonoured were 5 

And upstarts thus mounted on high i 
His commons sore tax'd, his cities oppressed, 

Good subjects were nothing set by j 
And what to his coffers did come. 

He wantonly spent^ . 

To please with content 
His flattering. ugstarts, still sporting at home. 

When thus unto ruin this kingdom began 

To fall from the highest estate. 
The nobles 9/ England their prfoqe's amiss. 

By parliament soon, did r^bal:e : , ' 

And likev^e .those flatterers all, . ' 

They banish'd the cour^ - 

That made but a spoijt ; ' . 

Ta see this eo faoaous a kiJo^dom to fall. .' 
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But after these gallants degraded were tlius. 

King Richard himself was put down. 
And Bolingbroke^j Lancaster's noble-born duke^, 

By policy piirctias'a his crown. /, 

Thus civil wars here begun. 

That could have no end, 

JBy foe nor by friend. 
Till seven kings reign^f^ with their lives, were outrun* 

"Bat Richard, the T)reeder of all these same broil$« 

In prison was wofuUy cast. 
Where long he complained, in sorrowful sort, 

Of kmgly authority past : ^ , . , , ■ ^T^ 

No lords nor no subjects hadt^le^ ,^^.j^^,j, ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 

No glory no state, aK.l sd^ ,..«.{>// 

, That early and late ♦ / r i 1^^ 

Upon him attending had wont for to be. ^ , ^ ., 

>■ 

His robes were ^pAJ^e^J to gafpiepts^so pM,^^^^.^ ^ ,, ^ 

That beggars W^hI^ ^1;^. th^^:^^^^ n.H1 

His diet no camtprt^^^t ^all t<?> him iM^wght^ , ; . •, ; h * 

For he fed upon sorrow and care, , > , , 

And frcwm prison to prison w;aj5 ^p|t>"i ^ ., < ..,^, 

Each day, and each night, . 

To work mm despight, , " 

,That^ wearied with conxnys. he still might biinenf. 
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Poor king thus abused^ he was at th^ l^st ' . 

To Pomfret in Yorkshire convey'd. 
And there in a dudgeon, fall low in the ground, ' 

Unpitied, he nightly was laid : , * 

Not one for his misery grieved. 

That late was in place 

Of royallest grace, ' . \ 

Where still the disiQressed he kindly relieved ' 



King Henr}', usurping then all his estate. 

Could never in heart be content, 
Titi some ot his friends in secresy sought 

To kill him by cruel consent ; 
Who soon to Pomfret hied, " 

Wherej^s the fear, . 

Tiiat touch'd him so near. 
They finish'd as soon as king Richard (here died. 






There died IfKis good'kinj^, forifitn^^^a he was. 
That might welf havfe'lived'fcAftdK|^^ ' 

Had not ill couri'setfett^y'd his b&i g6o3. 
And done his high^ fortunes thliS wrongs ' 

But blood for blood stiH c«ts, ' ' ' ' '' '"' 
No bloody-stain'd hand 
Can long in thisiand v "* 

Stand siirelyi ^"^ soon into misery fallkr. 
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Lancaster thus the diadem gain'd^ 

And won his title by bloody 
Which afterwards^ by heaveo's high power. 

Not three generations stood^ 
But yielded to York again : 

Thus fortune shows 
Their proud overthrows. 

That cunningly climb an imperial reign. 



LV. 

*^ The Siege of Harflet* and Batayl of Ageacourt by 
King Henry 5/* 

[From the Appendix to Heanie'» edition of Thomas de 
Elndiam.] 

KJVR king at Westminster he lay. 
And his brethren everiichone 
And many other lordes, that Is no nay,t 
The king to them come anon : 
SirSy he said, by sweet Saint John, 
To France I think to take the way. 
To wreak me there upon my fone, j 
And get my land, if that I may, 

* L#.Hari«ttr. f That is certain. i Foes. 
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Of good counsel I would you pray 

What is your will that I shall do ? 
' Th^ duke of Clai?ence then gan say. 

My Lord it is my will that it 1^ so ; . . 

And other lordes answered thereto^ 

And said, " We hold it for the best 

With you we be ready for to go^ 

While the breath will w^ lest;." , 

^^ Gramercy, lordings,'* said our king", 

^^ I shall you quite,* if I may, 

I warn you, he said, both old asd .youngs 

Make ypu ready without <ielay. 

At Southampton to take, your day, 
^ At Saint Peterys tide at Lamas, 

By the grace of God, that is no nay^ 

Over fhe i^'alt sea I think to pass. 

'the king let orden then full rath,t 

Heartily and with good cheer; 

His great guns and engines both. 

And shipped them at Londcmall y-fea*e,]: 

With all his Icnrdes sooth to say,,. 

The mayor was ready, and met him there. 

With the craftes of Lpndpn in gopd array* 

Hail, comely king, the mayor gan say. 

The grace of God now be with thee^ 

And speed you well in your joumey,§ 

Almighty God in Trinity, 
^ And- grant you evermore degree 

^Recompense, t Speedily, i i.e.altogetber. ^fixpedUuML 
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To feD your enendes n^t and daj, 
Amen^ said all Ae-comenfe. 
Gnunercy^ iin^ o«r king gan say. 
To aaint PMiys tiien he held thf way^ 
And offiEred there fall woilli9y. 
And ao Ihctt to the queen^ that is no nay ; 
He todc his leave full reverentfy. 
Throughout London dien gan he iMe, 
To Saint Geo^ge-t he oc^ne in hiej* 
And there he oOar^d fltttt liV^ M^ 
And aiany oAnr hwdasvthat were him by, ^ 
To SouthiiBqpton he innit uMo thait stiandv ^ 
' For sooth he WNdd nor ioD|erdi»cily ^^ ^ ( 
^ O ^Fifteen hundred dhips tiiefehe^bofa<l^i i ^ : . t 
With fttrauMre^and top 43mUs«* (J ^ 'I/^ " 
Ixudcs of Air land our king 'Igasr :idft> r - ' 
ForamilttDndf goedihaslfaere'iayi: * ^/ 
TherefDve their trnvnil was quite lattivel^ ' 
They worid hiu^e made a quaint affiny* 
The earl ^f^ttuwhj the iDoth to ifay^ -, <' 
That is graelot£i tnidlidqpree. 
He warned diekilg, that k iM^nay, 
How he was aold eetftainty. 
Sir, he said, time is sueh a nan 
This day thiidc yoa to betrey* . ^ 
Gnuner^y .couainy said our king ao finre^' 
Mine own true knight 'by Gqd feiy. 
They that had him sold, they sung well-a*way t 
f ' Their lives they lost full soon anon. 

* L «. in basts. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



GLD B&UADS. 8S7 



/ 



Our king yed ♦ with royal arrays 
And sailed far on tlie salt sea^ v : :^ 

To Seine's mouth till that he cooie,. - : . 
' And landed at Kedcans^f the soptb^to saj^ '^ 
On our Lady-day eve the 'symptictt^t^ ^- i' 
In Normandy his banntem hegaa 4^il^>^\ '2 
And to Harflete || he. tooklhe^way^ . : . . ■ . 1 ? 
He mus^red &ix befora tbe^fiawii,- 1. ^i > ■■'>- * 
And other l^de;9.thAii$ mi M^^^i^^iu f'7 > 
With banners, terigbt oiod ^eM€M>.r< , ^ (: - ?* 
And thjere'they^pyght4«t)Miil tais^adaiw \ 1^ 
Thprt vme iw tbfowe iwkb srmies gay;. % -^ ^c 
Fbrst the ^e^^ tfif^yyfiik^tYieqmmn, ? ' / 
And oth^rlocdesi^ikfjigoodi&rtiqiii c'sh) ^^ ^ *- 1 
^* My brother Gblfmcc)^'' <Hm.hte0f^ii«aSri '^ 
^^ The t'albeE'^»wfc;<rflth©^lw..ye>id^dJi k«fip». 1 
^^ With my^dMghter and withiherrsnaidexift giy, 
^^ To. wake die EreiMdumU'Of'thtir^sleefK. 
'' LondoQ/"^^ he^aaidf '' abaHb^riitibittem Aiee^, 
^^ My gun^ sh^ Ufr>i]{> i(m thtn^^ ^ v. 
^^ For they shall phep^afeHwBfleteB-. ^ 
" A game nt Ae td|inis>ra^li[ir«8ii^ h-i- . 
^^ Mine engines tbat/bf^oCtyee'^ okaB^i 
« They shall bttaetlitside^hif-lffll, •> »' 
*^ Over all HarfleJaiithatAeyiii^see,^x - 
^i To mtait tfaeicfatsB .f srhei^jlbgejri^ay' well; . 
'^ Go we to game/' said gwd gBWSt,.; 

* Went. + Kidcaur.. J Assumption. . | Harfleur. §, Patched, 
f An expression borrowed from the game of tennis. 
VOL, II, m. . . • 
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^^ My chlldcen be leady everichone. 

Eveiy great gnn^ tbat there was. 

In their mouth thejr had a stone. 

The certain of Harflete soon anotl 

To our king sent he anon. 

To wele* what was his will to done^f 

That was come thither with such a main. 

' '- ^ ^^ Deliver me this town'' our king gan say, 
^^ Nay sir," he said: *^ By Saint Dennis 
I shall it get, if that I may^ 
By the grace of God at my tennis. 
My players that I have hither y-brought 
Balles beth % of stones round 
By the help of him that me dear bought, 
They shall beat your walls out the ground." 
The Frenchmen cried a mound, a mound. § 
" This town" they said " behoveth we to keep." 
The king said, ^^ he would not free the ground 
Or II he had gotten now Harflet." 
Trial many our king did make. 
And thorow f the dyke they gan pass* 
The Frenchmen spied their walb gan shake^ 
And countermined again in that place. 
Together therein they gan race. 
It is great frad** to see them fight. 

I . ( Prisoners our men there they did take, 

* To know. + i. e. To be done. J Be jof are. 

^ i. e. & monter limonter,to mount, to nioant[the battlements.] 

I i. e. till. 1 i. e. Through. •* Very frightful. 
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And out of the mind* they had them dight.f 
The Frenchmen then flew at a styght^ % 
To see our men so strong and stoiit. 
They feared the many with main and miglit 
With smolder and stench they drave them out. 
Listen lordes all about 
Of Pamplys § shall ye hear. 
The balls of them lordly gan rout. 
Among the houses of Harflete they were. 
Then said good grace. Then 
Have I do fellows, go we to game. 
Among the houses the balls ran. 
And made many a iPrenchman lame, ' 
XV II before then said London in same 
His ball full fair he gan throw 
Against the steeple of stone rough, s 

The bells they rung up a row 
XXX is mine, said Messenger, 
I will it win if that I may. 
The wall that was y-madfe full sure. 
He brake it down, the sooth to say. 
The king's daughter said, hark how they play ! 
Help my maidens at this tide, 
XLV that is no nay, 
j ^^ The walls they beat down on every side, 

* L e. mine. t Taken, 

j: With great haste or yiolence* Mr. Douce informs me 
that stithe \b 9till used in this s^ise in the proTioces. 

^ 0£Psdm*playS) i.e. tennis, from the French j en de Bauhne. 
I 15, SOf 45, are points at the game of tennis. 
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The EnglMimcp saai, too kwg we abide 
Let us go io oa ascent. 
Whoesoever the baUs gaa gUde, 
The houses of Harflete tbcy gan all to lent. 
An Eng^lishiiuBi the bulwaik hrent.* 
Wmnen cried^ Alas! that tbejr were bom. 
Tlie FreDchmen said Now be we scbent.t 
For us now tbis town is j-^pre^X 
It is best diat we therefore^ 
That we sue the king erf grace 
That be will assay ns. no more 
For to destroy us in this place. 
But § the Dolphin |j resci^e m in this case^ . . 
This town to bim. del^er will ^e^i . .^; ,/j 
A messenga: they let make^,; . . , ,^ , ,, ?/ 
And to the kij^g they eome in I^e^^f . j 

Lord Gaucort certainly^ , 

For be was captaJuA in tha/t pl^pe^ 
And the lord Vike coine tbey. 
And other ^1^ both more and les3. 
^ To fore the kjjgig.wben were come 
I wot they set them on tbeir knee. 
Hail, comely prince, said that majnoi^bras ** 
The grace of God now it is with thee. 
For trewys ft we ^ would seek thee. 
For J J that it be Sunday at noon, 
/ 7 And unless we rescued may be 

* Burnt. f Undone. + Losti 

^ i. e. unless. || Dauphin. f Haste. 

** An epithet-applied to the captain, resci^Uing fier-a-bras. 
+t Truce. +$ Till 
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We shall to you deliver this town. 
The king then said to them full soon> 
I grant you grace all at this tide. 
One of you go forth anon. 
The remnant with jne shall abide^ 
On to you for to ride. 

He wend the Dolfln to have found there right. 
He was gone^ he durst not bide. 
Of help the captain he sought that tide, 
Harflete for us is l6st for ay, 
The walles bene* beat on every side. 
We may it no longer keep, by God vemj. ' 
Of good council I would you pra^, ' 

Wl^at is your will that 1 shall do? 
We must give him battle by Sunday, 
Or else to'him deliver the tbwn. 
The lords of Rone together gan rowne,t 
And bade the town he should up yield. 
{^ The king of England, flercfe as lion, ; 
We will not meet him in thfe field,** 
The captain went again without lettbg,t 
Before our king on knees gan fell, 
Hail, he said, comely king 
Most worthy prince in the world royal, 
Sir, I have y-brought you the kfeys all 
Of Harflete, that fair city. 
All is your own, tower, town, and hall, 
\ t'' y At your will, lord, for to be. 

* Being t Whimper. t Uiia^rwce, ^ 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



L 



342 OLD BALLAD!?. 

I-thanked be God^ then sedd our king, 
^^ QO And Mary, mother that is so free. 
Mine uncle Dorset^ without letting^ 
Captain of Harflete ye shall be. 
And all that is in that city 
With you still it shall abide^ 
To amend the town in all the gre. 
Then I now shall with yon jride^ 
To see the town there overall. 
Wife ne child let pone abide^ 
But have them out both great and small^ 
And let stuff the town on every side. 
With Englishmen therein to be. 
They left no French blood within the wsdl. 
But them fore all the commonalty, 
Vni C men and children a man might see^ 
When they went out, for they gan weep. 
The great guns and engines truly 
They were. brought into Harflete. 
Our king into the town yede,* 
And rest him there as his will was. 
Sirs, he said> so God me speed. 
To Calais ward I think to pasg, 

" Here endet the Segge of Harflet.'' 
* Went. 
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'^ Be gynnyth Bataylle of Agynk Corte," 

When Harflete was got^ that royal town. 

Throughout the ffrace of God omnipotent. 

Our king he made him rea5y bound,* 

And to Calais-ward full fair went. 

My brother Gloucester verament 

You shall ride all by my side. 

My cousin York you take intent^ 

Forsooth ye sliau also this tide. 

My cousin Huntington shall with me ride. 

The earl of Suffolk, that is so free. 

The eatl of Oxford shall not abide. 

He shall come forth with his many. 

The young earl of Devonshire certainly. 

The lord of Clifford that never would fail. 

The lord Cawse that is doughty, 

And also Sir John Cornwall, 
' Sir Gilbert Umfervil will ons avail. 

The Lo^d-. WbyUe> so God me speed, . 

Sir Thomas Erpingham will not fail. 

Ne Sir William Boncer, when we have need. 

Toward Calais full fair they yede,t 

\- 
* Ready bottnd> a pleonasm. t Went 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



d44 <H1> BAUiABS. 

Into the comtiy of Picardyv 

And out of Nonnandy then the j yede. 

Now Chrbtjftve dl this companj. 

Our king rode forth^ blessed he be^ 

He spared neither dale ne down. 

By towns great and castles high. 

Till he came to the water of Some, 

The Frenchmen the bridges had thrown down. 

There over the water he might not pass. 

Our king he made. him ready boond. 

And to die water of Tfve he camesia haste, / 

Our kii^ forth widi good speed 

Into ihe county of Conmall^ . • f. 

To Agincourt now as we rtod> .; • . // 

There as ouif king andUs battle > . .n 

By the water of Swerdes wifihoat hil 7 

The Frenchmen our king they gam espy. 

And they thought him [to] assail 

All in the field ceitainly. 

The lord Haiyp a true kn^t, 

Unto our king he- cdme hi hie. 

And satd^ Sfee, yield you without fight. 

And save yourself and your meyny.* 

And our king bad him go his way in hie. 

And bide no k>nger in my sight. 

By the help of God now full of mi^t. 

The Frenchmen had our king a bouot. taste 

With battles huge on every side. 

The d«ke oS Orleans said, I am Cryste 

• FoHowerft. 
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The kUig of England shall with us abide^ 

Who gave him leave this way to. fide ?■ a 

Therefore^ he said^ I shall be hanged ' 

Or* than he ccnne at. Calais. ... 

The duke of Brabant answered^' then j 

And said. By God in Trinity,. 

They be so few of Englbhinen, . 

Ihaveno daytitef ib^mitOfSee. t < 

Alas, he <sfiidy wkit needs uft to flee f > 

So many of us ^vt&eovem ht^*' 

XX of them shall not hafve one prisoner. 

The duke of BirarboiL answered, By Saint^Denhis, 

And other lordes manyoae. 

We shall go play^f^zeiaatfdiee, 

Thene lords of^Ettgland^. Ev^ichone 

The gentkah0n>.<ltey saW^ By Siweet Saint John, 

That arefaemstliey sold full fey^e plenty. 

That six all of the best bowmeii. ; 

All for a blank of our mofioQji. , 

The duke of Alensoa skid> witbvtatieae % cheer, 

A vow to God shall I make, ., >< 

To take the king of EnglaiMl to me prisoner. 

Or else be skin for .his -sake. 

His banner, he said, I shall down shake 

In field this day, if I may standi. 

This oth^r Biany I shall gair§ quake. 

And strike of every archer bis right-hand. 

* Sooner. 

t Daynte, curiosity or mclinaiion, from the oM French. 

i With kindred or similar gaiety. ^ Make. 
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And then answered the duke of Bar^ 
With wordes that were much of pride. 
By God, he said, I will not spare 
Over yonder Engli^men for to ride* 
An that they will us abide. 
We shall overthrow all y-fere. 
Go and see them a^ this tide. 
And come home agaiu' till * our devere f 
Our gradiouB king that is so good, 
JHe battled him royally. ' 

Stakes he let hew down in a wood. 
And pyght % before our archers so free* 
The Frenchmen our ordinance gtm espy. 
They that were busked to ride ' "^ ' 

They lighted adoun with sorrd^ in ht^&n - 
And upon their feet dieygan abide. 
The duke of York then full soon ' 

Before our king he fell on knee. 
My liege lord grant jne a boon, . 
. Then aware this day that ye grant me. 
Before you in this iield 
By my banun* slain will I bee. 
Rather than to niove my back or yield. 
Gramercy, cousin, said our king, 
Think on right of merry England, 
And then he gave them all his blessing. 
And bade the duke he should upstand. 
Christ, he saicj, that schepe § both sea and land, 

» To. + Duty. j: Pitched. ^ Shaped or formed. 
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And art a king of might. 

This day hold on us thy holy hand. 

And speed me well in all my right. 

Help, Saint George, our lady knight. 

Saint Edward that is so free. 

Our Lady, God's mother, bright. 

And Saint Thomas of Canterbury, 

And bad all men blithely to be. 

And said. Fellows we shall well speed, ' ^ 

Every man in his degree, . 

I shall quite full well your meed.. 

Our king said. Fellows what time of day ? 

Sire, they said, it is nigh prime. 

Go we to this ilke jomaye, 

By the gmce, of God it is good time. 

For all the saints that Uv« in shrine. 

To God for u& tboy be prayii^. 

The religious of England all by. one thing, 

Ora pro nobis for us they singt ^ 

Our king kneeled down all In t\\^ stound^^ 

And all the Englishmen in. e^h ^e, 

And thrice there th^y kissed tijie giround. 

And on their feet gai^ they stand up right. 

Christ, said our king, i^ I am thy knight. 

And let never that good realm for roe have hindring. 

Only ne this day will I never be taken, 

Avaunt banner without letting. 

Saint George before any of mine, 

* At that time. 
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The banner of the Trinity, that is heaven-king. 
And Saint Edward's banner at this tidtf. 
Our Lady, he said, that is heaven-queen^ 
Mine own banner with her shall abide. 
The Frenchmen all bedene,* 
Saint George before our king they did see. 
They trumped up full merrily. 
The great battle together yed.f 
Our archers they shot full Jieaftily, 
They made the fVenchmeh fast to bleed. 
Their arrows 4hey went with full good speed. 
Our enemies with fliem they gan down throw. 
Through breast-plates, Tiabourgenes, J and basnets, § 
XIM was slain on a row, 
. Denters || of death men might well' deem. 
So fiercely' m field they gan fight^ 
, The heve up on their helmets scncen 
With axes anS swords bright. 
When our arfpws were at a flight, ^' ^ 
Among the l^reiichmen was a well sor^chetr. 
There was to brfnj^ of gold buckled so bright, 
That a man might hold a strong armcnir. 
Our gracious ting, men might knbx*', 
'That day fought with his own harid, ' 
The'eafls were discomfited up on a row, 
That he had slam understand. ' - • « * 
He there schevyd our other lords of ihis land, 

♦Together. f Weat f: Coat« of mail 
^ Helmets. J Stroke^. 
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Forsooth, that was a full fau" day. 
Therefore all England may this 9ing, 
Laus Deo we may well say. 
The Duke of Gloucester that Is no nay. 
That day full worthily he. wrought. 
On every side he made good way. 
The Frenchmen fast to groynd they- brought^ 
The earl of K ;d nought. 

The Earl of ( ilso. 

The young ea ^ he ne rought,* 

The^Frenchm id,^an go. 

Our Englishn all seker do. 

And fierce to fight as finy lipn, 
Basnets bright they crazed in jtwo. 
And bea^ the Frepch banner^ ado{in, ^ 

As thunder sti;okes there was a sound. 
Of axes and jspears they, gai^ g'Jfde. 
The lords of France lost their renown. 
With grisly woupd^ they gan abide. 
The. Frenc^tfpen for all their pride, , 
They fell ^qyviri ^U f^t a flight,, , 
^^ Je me ,ripnds/' theyjCrif d pn every side. 
Our Englishmen they understopd nought aright. 
Their pollt-s^e^p out of their hands they twyght, t\ 
-And laid ^em alppg s^trai^ht upon the grass, 
TThey spared neither duke, earl, nor .knight. 
Therefore say we, Deo gratias. 
And when that battle scomfit was 
Oa the Friday at after-noon^ 

•'Cared not t Twisted. 
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Our king to his longing his way he took^ 
There as he lay the night before. 
Till it was Saturday by the mom. 
Throughout the field he rode again. 
Now shall ye hear of the lords that were forlorn. 
The earl of Mereke that there was slain. 
The earl of Rossey, the sooth to say, ^ 
And also the earl of Bourbon, 
The earl of Drewis went never away, 
The earl of Danmartyne died that day. 
The earl of Saynys with all his gent. 
The earl of Grawnte that without delay. 
And also the archbishop of Sens, 
The lord Raufermont was nought absent. 
The lord Daufy, so God me speed. 
The lord Philip Daufy of Amiens, 
And the lord Amerey io ground is *yeld. 
The lord Robart fiSret all in that tide. 
The lord Warren was slain in that battle. 
The lohl Gremeron in that retaylle. 
The lord Valen hewed that was so stout. 
The lord Mantanee laid down the selle 
And the lord Gonsay for all his ix)ugfat 
' The lord Gonderet Grantlonyd lout, ' 
The lord Donggardin that was so gay, 
. The lord WremyS that was so stout. 
The lord Mount-Goyl, the sooth to say, ' 
The lord Quenys, as i you tell, ^ 
With the lord Darapoth was slain that day, ^ 

* Ycld, i. e, felled. 
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-And the lord Gengeret of Dalfour, 
The duke of Orleans that was full wo. 
That day he was taken prisoner. 
The Duke of Braband slain was there; 
The duke of Bar fast him lie. 
The duke of Alenson went never far, 
Ne the earl of Nipvers certainly, 
Sir Bursygand began yield. 
And thus our king conquered tl\e field, 
Through the grace of God omnipotent. 
He took his prisoners, yopng and old, . 
And to Calais full fair lie went* 

^^ Here Endythe the Batayll of Agjnng Corte/' 



LVI. 
THE VICTORY OF AGINCOURT. 

A COUNCIL grave our king did hold. 
With many a lord and knight ; 

That they might truly understand. 
That France did hold his right. 

Unto the king of France therefore 

Ambassadors were sent. 
That he might fully understand 

His mind and his intent : 
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Desiring him in friendly wise. 
His lawful right to yield ; 

Or else lie vow'd, by dint of sword 
To win the same in field. 

The Idng of France with all his Iwds, 
Which heard his message plain. 

Unto our brave aiQba$$adors 
Did answer in disdain : 



i\ 



And feign'd our ^ng; wap ^e^ top ;^o\^a& .. 

And of too Itejjiaer age ; " " / 
TherefOTe we weigh n^^^^^^ 

Nor fear we^^^o^p^pg .^.^ ,,.^, ^^ 

His knowle^i.is in/^ts of at^is,^,. ,, ,„n 
As yef but very small ; , , . » * 

His tender jpint^ much fitter w«re . i ^> 
To toss a tennis ball. , ' . 

A tun of tennis balls therefore. 

In pride ana ffreat disdain, .^ 

„ ^ ;vv5^ -• ,,a.t'='' J. ^.; *^-' m. // 

He sent unto our noble king. . . 

To recompense his pain. ^^, 



/^ 



Which answer when Qur.king did hear. 

He waxed wfbihip'hcart; 
And said he would such balls provide, , , 

Should mate all J^rance to smart. 
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An s^XfXky then our king did raise^ 

Which was both good and strong; 
And from Southampt(»i is our king 
^ With all his navy gone. 

In France he landed safe and sounds 

With all his i^rlike train ; 
And to the town of Harfleur straight 

He marched up a-mdn : 

But when he bad besieg'id the same^ 

Against their fenced walls. 
To battet down dieir stately towers, - 

He sent his English bails. ' 

This done; our noble English king 
March'd up smd down the lahdf 

And not a FVenchman (ox hb life 
Durst once his force wiliisiand. 

Until he came to Agincourt ; 

Where as it was his chance 
Tp find the king in rea£ness 

With all his power of France. 

A mig^ity host he had pirepar'd 

(^ armed soldiers then ; 
Which were no less, by just account. 
Than forty tbouaand men. 
vox.. II, A a 
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Which sight did much amaze oup king ; 

For he and all his host 
Not passing fifteen thousand had. 

Accounted at the most. 

The king of Eiancey ^idi well did know 
^ The number of <wr men. 
In vaunting piide- M&to our {oinee 
Did send a herald then } ' " 

To understand T<4iat be wmild grre 

For ransom of his/life^" • 
Wlien he in field should teke&' be • ^ * 

Amidst their bloody itiSfo. '* . r M ii: ' 

And then Mr ktng, with ^heeyAilibMitfrv ' 
This answer soon dfd mdtfe ; ' '''■''■ ^ 

And said. Before this oomes tx> {mss, - 
Some of theif'tearts A&Jl quake. 



And to their picbeid pfieG/ufaiptaeh:^ )^ithide 

Declare this thing, qnotti he, 
Mihe own heart^ff blood ^tmU pay &k^ price ; 

None else he gsets of me. - • - 

With that beqpoke-Ae'drfce of York y 

O noble king>, qnotfi he. 
The le^dmg of this'baftle brave 

Vouchsafe to .give to me. 
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God a m^cy^ coudn York^ quoth he^ 

I grant thee thy request ; 
Then march thou on coun^eously^ 

And I will lead the rest. 

Then cajne the Inragging Frenohtnen down 

With greater force and isdght j 
With' whom our noble king began 

A bard and cruel figbl. :. 

Thie archers they disfcharg'd their shafts^ 

As thick as batt from 4liy J * 
That many a Erenchmw la tl^ field , 

Ifliat happy day did die« 

Ten thou6£knd men &at day were slain 

Of enemies in the field 
And as many prisoners.. 

That day were fcnrc^d to yi^4. : 

"Thus had our kisg a I^py isij^ 

And victory over France ; . 
And brought tUem quickly under foot^ ' 

That late in pride did prance. .. 

The Lord preserve cwr noMe kii^. 

And grant to bim likewise 
liie upper faaiid and viet^y 
* Of all bis enemies* 
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, ,,,■: LVir.' '' 



A Song of the Wooing of dueen Catherine^ widow of 
Henry tft^'FEfiftf^iby OfVen^Tdddr, a youtfggciitlema^ 
of Walei; tranB^^btft^drtl^^elik '5 ' ^ ^ * ^ 



''""■^'' BN^tWoR, 



1 SALUtE thee, sweet 'ptliii:^, with title of grace; 
For Cup»^^!*difi(ii»Sr lid^iJhe^ttPe^ 2i>doi ^(M 

Thy honours,.A^8r4flfeiptfef feV«i*p«d*fe$[fl<y,JlB 9iA 
With all my tni)&'i§Wicev rtPf 4<Jv^afi«>^r<llti^^ ^oV^ 
.'. '^^l^ B no 7/s'/' Jcir aafTh 3V6id 3il> (Ih lijfY/ 



QUEBN CatAERINE* 



T 

k 



If but a strai^^aer^^jb^^i^fcjjBs^ ^Ii^^q.^ ^m 
To lead^p^teWbtei^iM^fA^^ 3>aj[ 

Then do mt^^wmjmf^^ll^j^^gpoi^^^ 
When nature :C9«imi|fl^^,^^fi Jakc^ j j ; 
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QlTEBN, 

So royal of calling and birth am I known^ 
TbsLt matching unequal^ my state's overthrown : 
My titles of dignity thereby I lose. 
To wed me and bed me my equal Fll chuse. 

No)ioi^piOT^ax€;,lp|t (^^ insH 

Fox I am a gei^^l^p|»a_^rp,%4^^^^,. .^^.r.f , , 
And favours of princes my state may advance^ 
In making me noble and fortunate^chance. 

./^^ «l^ to ail/? ffllW ,2c^?l?J^^3d7/2 ^55a.- 5r:iA3 i 

My robes ^mllr^QS|(^i^rtQl|s%fer%niil^k^ rol. 

Are all.^0it^bfl8P^fpiJi #rej|^i#g^;^2iuono(f yriT 
Not Aer^lriftty«4c!»§44?^PWMWWPi' ;m r f^fW 
With all the brave titles that wait on a crown. 

TunoB. 

Myc 
Thaii 
Such 
That 

My courtly ai^^«Rlrite'«t^^t#fiStfar*df^igl«y^^^ ^ *^^^ ii 

like stair>»F>A»?^l^ii4n<yWbl%^^ ^'^^ 

And-'l^ftfe*rttTnte dail^ &u<^^^ - :'- ^ 

Suppose tfesr6dh(*(^terfih*bi^^ ' ■' '^ 
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TUIH>K< 

In Wales we have fSodtftainfi^ no ctyfAsia moi^. eteM^ 
Where murmurfjEig mvtsiek we daity tmy hesH^ 
With gardens of pleasure^ and %9vtor» i^ s«re«t, 
Where true Ibve'wJlh txue kwe may 'm^naif meet. 

Qubhn: 

But there is no tiltlkig hor tournaments t>old^ 
Which gallant young ladlies deske to behold, ' 
No masks^ mff no revels, where favours aHe wam^ 
B/ knights or by b^n& withottt any ;scoffn^ 

TUDOB* 

Our Ma]^*pote at Wfar^simtide maketh g^'^^KNrt,' 
And moves a^ ,$weet jpjeiisures as youf's'dii in 6buiPt, *-' 
Where, on the . green jdai^cing . for garlaSoid abid tfi^^ ' ' ^ 
Maidens nrnke .pastime ahd :sports for a king. ' > 

QUBBHi 

But wJben veur braV(s young men and niaidensr^ mett# 
Whilst silver-like melqjdy mtirmutihg keeps> p 

Your nrasick is downiah,.anci soundeth not sweety 
And loefcs up your senses in heavetily dkeps« ' 

TtnooBfc 
Our harps and otnr tubors, and sweet humming dxpnc^i 
For thee, my sweet princess, make musical moans.: i 
Our Morris, Maid-Marians desire to see ,. ^^ • k 
A true-love kqot tied betweexi thee aad me. 
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No jdHHijaB m country by ine.ea« be seen, 
That have,b*«o niaintain'd so long hejre*,^en. 
And fed on the bkssings that daUy were gwea 
Into my brave palace, by angels ham hewr^a- :. ' 

Our green-leav'4.tree&w^ dance ^th the wind. 
Where birdsat wjoidngaepordipg to kind : 
Our she^ .wiA,ow lambs wiW-slOp and rebound. 
To see thee can^trippiiS along »» ^« ground. 

What if a Wij^ pripcess should so be content. 
By me;^taie^'i^us.mpved to give her consent. 

To tiehlrb^ *«t«n^, br^e Tudor, to thee 1 
Ttr»o». 

KtottingdomlbQWjw; '^„rfl, 

And had at commandmei « «^ ' 

Their crowns and their s< 1>« »^'y f«*'. 

And thou be my. empress ' sweeU 

I fear not to fenoy thy love^tempting tppgue. 

For Cupid is toming,hb bow yery^troqgj 

Queen Venus, onee mistress of heart-wishmg pleasure. 

We over-kind women repent us at lejsuie. 
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Tudor. 
May nerer £Eiir morning sbfsw^ forth his bright beams. 
But cover my felshood with greatest extremes^ " 
If not as the turtle IJieyi^tfi^my doyfi„ 
My gentle kind prihce^^ my lady^ my lore* 

Hie Vhciif Into? Wafesi and oiir.wedaiiig Tprdvide, 

G^glo^e^ltqiiJ^^^k^ii^ iqd^jbiiUbrfaiOBs fimv' > ' 
Of ^ aifcdt0&8]fafei^ifiiii]adB6Bii»4mrj«i^^ m- ^^^ ^i^'^^^^ 

:-.»: -^iir. ::..■ .i. .iTt moViltelMMK^L'^'i '>''«J hiii; £i:ioiiqo-) 

WlflP^arlanaSimo^fes 6iiHfe^ Y"'' 

To have them adorn d most lovingly stnves ; 
Their bride-cakes be ready, qiu; bae«pipes do pl«r/v 
Whilst I stand attending to lead thee the wav. * 

Then mark how thet^ttfe ofioui*Aeity^owtt-^^^ 
Our ding-dong of pleasures most cheerfully tells ; 
Then ding-dong, ftSi^miy^m'lovhtkhlf^^^^ '^^ 
This dingrdong of plfe^infg'iiiay Satisfy yoii'; " ^ 
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CUPID'S REVENGE. . . 

The editor of the eoUectioiii tyCO^d BaOadi puhliihed ia 
1T23, is of opinion that^ this^piec^ w^a^WFJttj?ft U]yoji.tlv*-a; 
luarrilige of king Hehrythe Sixth, atid' supports liis oTpo- 

thisi^hjdUWb^4wifh^9gia»it^;^^^^ ^ 

slight comparismi^iPWo^iBaifcBfthidrieatfb^^ ten,- ^ 

ing production is merely a parody of the ballad of king; 
Cophetua and the BegpaMMBudTfrom which not only the 




As we m ancient stones find. 
Whom no feiir fft^r^iESOuM e>ref>^lease^ 

And tlje .^^te«J. 6?i^op,t^lj^ ,,, , ^. .„ ^. , - 

At length he marrieil to a beggar ; / 
See ivhat Cupid's dart can do ! 

The blinded boy that shoots so trim. 

Did to his closet-window steal ; 
And drew a dart, and shot at him^ 

Ai)d. made. him soon his power to feel, . , 
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H« that never car'd for women. 

But did females ever hate, 
At length 'was smitten, wounded, swooned. 

For a beggar at his gate* 

For mark what happen'd on a day. 
As he lookM from his window high. 

He spied a beggar all in grey, ' 
With two more in'her company : 

She his fancy soo6 ihflaita'tf, > '- . 

And his heart wa^ grieved' sbr^ j - ••! , 
What ! must I have her, court her, crave lier i 

I, that iiever lov'd before? ' •'• 

This noble prince of higjxrenbwii,'' \ 
Did to his chamber straight repair. 

And on his cpuch l)^;)aid him down. 
Oppressed with love-sick, grief and care. 

Ne*er was a monarch sosutprizM 5 

Here I lie her captive sl^isrerJ » • • 

But I'll to her, court her; woofer ; ' ' f ' 
She must henl the vhobnas^ gi»e:: 

^ Then t6 liii-.paiace*^<j& he^goea .- ' ' .■'' ' " ' 
The beggan emve kb ckmky > 
A purse of gold to thebi ^ethidirs ; 
WiththanUyi4ieBrt9 amjrtilqithk.' ' 
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But the king he call'd her to him, 

Tlio' she was but poor and mean : 
His hand did hold her, while he told her. 

She should be his stately queen. 

At this she blushed scarlet-red, 
And on this mighty king did giiie! 

Then straight again as pale asleiadj 
Alas, she was. i» supb ainazcii . 

Hand in hand they walk'^ togiuther ; 

And the king did Jdndly say, 
TJiat, he'd resjjeift Her : $traight they deok'd hcc 
' In most sumptuous rjich array. 

He did appoint tike, yeedding-day ; 

And likewi^ then commanded straight 
The noble lords and ladies gay. ,„,-. 

Upon his gracious queen tq woil. ; 

She appear'd a spl^ftcj^^ be^ifty,,, , 

All the court di4 hier a^pre; . , 
And in a marriage, jvith a carriage. 

As if she'd been a. queen before. 

Her fame thro' aU thexi^lnis duLnng, 
Altho' she came ol parents poor s 

She, by her soy'reiga k>rd~die king. 
Did bear one 8on> and eke uom^x^^ . 
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All the nobles were well pleased^ 
And the ladies frank and free ; 

For her behaviour always gave her 
Title to her dignity. 

At length the kii^ and queen were laid 

Together in a silent tomb ; 
Their royal soa their sceptre sway*d> 

Who govem'd in his father's roonu 

Long in glory jdid he flourish^ , 
Wealth and honour to increase ^ 

Still possessing such a blessings 
That he liv'4 and reignM in j^eace. 
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